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Dear Littleton Families, 

The school year is flying by and we are hoping for the 

cooler weather to come soon! We are excited about 

the great things happening at Littleton STEM 

Academy. Our seventh graders who have or are taking 

computer science class have been designing, building 

and programming model moon rovers and creating prototypes using 

LEGO robotic kits. The students developed some creative solutions and 

had a blast showing off their designs and how they controlled them. We 

are looking forward to the other grades completing computer science 

projects throughout the semester and celebrating everyone’s success! 

Go Firebirds! 

Respectfully, 

Jim Verrill 

Principal 

Kids at Hope 

Time Travel 

One of the many amazing things we can celebrate in Littleton is our 
families ability to choice the school focus that students are most 
interested in. At Littleton STEM Academy, we get the opportunity to 
explore the world through computer science. Throughout the school 
year, we discuss future careers in computer science and “time travel” 
to the future and make a plan! We hope that by teaching students to plan for the 
future they can begin to set goals and strive to achieve them so they can choose a 
career they love!  

Important Dates 
1st  
PTA Monthly Meeting 
5:00 PM in the Library  
 
1st  
School Board Meeting  
6:00 PM District Office  
 
2nd, 3rd, 4th   
Early Release  
  
3rd &  4th   
Student Led Conference  
School Wide  
 
7th – 11th  
Fall Recess (NO SCHOOL) 
 
19th Love Our School Day  
School Wide  
 
21st 
Farmers Market 
School Court Yard  
10:30-1:30 PM   
 
21st -23rd 
6th Grade Trip to  Friendly 
Pines  
 
23rd & 30 
Catalina Island Trip Parent 
Meeting  
5:00 PM @ District Office  
 
24th & 25th  
1st Quarter Awards   
Assembly  
Time & Location TBD  
 
25th  
Trunk or Treat/Movie Night 
4:00-8:00 PM 
 
31st  
$1.00 Dress Down Day 



Safety 

In order to maintain a safe learning environment, students are not allowed to have their cell phones out on 

our campus. Any student choosing to bring a cell phone to school must keep the cell phone turned off and 

inside his/her backup. If a student is found to have a cell phone on, or outside of his/her backpack, the student 

will have chosen an automatic Step 4. Thank you for your cooperation and support to ensure our students can 

enjoy a positive learning experience. 

 Health and Wellness 

FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE     

Flu Season 

The Nurse’s Office has seen some students who have the 

symptoms of flu.  Please be sure to keep your student home, if 

they experience:  

 Fever 

 Vomiting 

 Just Not Feeling Well 
 

If you send your student to school sick, the chances are they will be 
coming to the Nurse’s Office and a call will go home to have the student 
picked up.  We want all students to be in school, but if they are not 
feeling well, they will not do well and they will be passing on to others 
the illness. 
 

Immunizations    

We have had to send home several students do to non-compliance.  Please be sure to check your student(s) 

immunization records to be sure they are up-to-date. 

The Heat  

The heat has been at a dangerous level for many weeks.  The Nurse’s Office would like parents to remind their 

students not to wear sweatshirts or jackets during the high temperatures.  Children can get heat stroke and 

we want to avoid that from ever happening.  Also, encourage your student to drink lots of water.  Please be 

sure to send a water bottle with your student’s name on it to school every day. 

Emergency Medical Referral Cards 

Parents, we are still experiencing some issues with non-working telephone numbers, restrictions on the 

telephone numbers, and not being able to leave messages.  Please double check all numbers that you have 

TECH TIP 
Technology is everywhere!  Did 

you know that students in grades 

K-8 are now taking computer 

science/coding class?  Yes, all of 

our students are currently 

learning to program computers 

using visual coding.  Students are 

very excited and being immersed 

in computer coding language 

gives them options for the 

future.  Did you know that there 

are more computer programming 

jobs available then there are 

graduates?  It’s an incredible job 

opportunity to explore. Check it 

out at coding.org! 

  

 
 

 



listed and make sure they are numbers that we can actually use.  If there are old numbers, please be sure to 

have those removed. 

Clothing  

Clothing is still an issue for our school.  Parents, we need your help.  We do have some clothing, but we do not 

have all sizes.  We would like ALL STUDENTS to have an extra change of clothing (including underwear and 

socks).  We can avoid calling parents, if the student packs extra clothing.  Thank you for your help! 

 

Make Your Day  

No one has the right to interfere with the learning, safety or well-being of others.” “Do what is expected and 
do it the best you can.” 

This rule and these expectations summarize the philosophy of the Make Your Day program.  It is based on the 

premise that every person within the school environment has the right to complete his/her responsibilities 

without interference from others.  From a student’s point of view, this means that they can expect a physically 

and emotionally safe school environment that is enhanced by a focus on learning.  The students are able to 

communicate directly with those persons that are interfering with their learning in order to effect a change.  

Students are encouraged to help each other by communicating politely with the other person when an 

interfering behavior occurs.  From the teacher’s perspective, all behavior interventions are couched in terms 

of interfering with another student’s learning, safety or well-being, their own safety or well-being, or with the 

teacher’s right to instruct in a physically emotionally safe environment. 

Grade Level Happenings 

PRESCHOOL  
Our first curriculum night was a success!  Teachers were so excited to share information with parents!  Thank 

you to all who came!  Many classrooms are beginning the Trees Study which will focus on mathematics and 

science Early Learning Standards.  We look forward to celebrating our learning with families 

KINDERGARTEN 
Kindergarten is super excited to start pumpkin everything! We will be going to the farm to get pumpkins and 

pick vegetables! We will use the pumpkins to do math and reading. We will also be learning about sentence 

types, going places, and using our 5 senses to explore pumpkins and going places.  

1St GRADE 
ELA: First grade will be starting Wonders Unit 2 in October. Our reading topics are about jobs around town, 

buildings all around, a community in nature, let’s help, and follow the map. Our phonics skills will be short e, 

short u, end blends, and consonant digraphs. We are also focusing on our sight words. 

Math: We will be completing Go Math chapter 3- Addition strategies- adding in any order, adding doubles, 

doubles +/- 1, 10 more/10 less, etc. There are a total of 12 lessons. 



2ND GRADE 
This month our second grades students will be reading about animals. Our stories will be about how animals 

survive, their habitats, and may other interesting facts about animals. Our reading skills for this month will be 

focused on making predictions, main idea and key details.  During the Month of October 2nd grade will 

working on place value of three digits in chapter 2 and adding 2-digt numbers in chapter 4. In science we will 

be studying about our Earth, and solar system, there will be many fun projects to do. Social Studies we will be 

learning about civics and our government. 

3RD GRADE 
ELA: We are starting Unit 2 of Wonders, where we will be working main ideas and key details, as well as,  how 

to sequence. We are continuing to work on the skill of “ask and answer” questions to help build our reading 

comprehension and note-taking abilities. Additionally, we are working opinion writing so that we can express 

our thoughts and feelings, fully. We will also be starting cursive writing soon! That is going to help us with our 

fine motor skills and our writing ability.   

Math: In math, we have started multiplication!  We are hard at work at learning how to use different 

strategies to multiply single digit equations. We are also learning how to use appropriate math language to 

express ourselves in our classes.   

Social Studies:  In social studies we will be working on a special project in the month of October.  We will be 

creating scripts of important ancient Native American myths, particularly ones from Arizona.  Then, we will 

make our own shadow puppets and tell our chosen story using a green-screen and a video camera.  We are 

creating our first movie while also learning about Native American heritage in Arizona!  

Science: We are learning about our planetary systems.  Most importantly, we are learning what makes up the 

Earth and how each part works together to create a safe and special place for humanity to thrive. 

4TH GRADE 
During the month of October, fourth grade will be working on identifying main idea and supporting details. 

This will include using context clues and text evidence to support their thinking.  

In math we will be working on multiplication with regrouping as well as word problems with multiple steps. 

 In social studies we will be working on Ancient Civilizations of North America. Lastly, in science we will be 

working on learning all about the water cycle including some hands on science activities.  

5TH GRADE 

We will be working on comparing and contrasting character, setting, and plots. In math we will be adding, 

subtracting, and multiplying  decimals. 

6TH GRADE 
ELA: For the month of October we are starting our second unit; Ancient Realms. We’ll spend the first few 

weeks focusing on Ancient Egypt and the pyramids. We’ll also discuss the first female pharaoh Hatshepsut. 



Social Studies: We’ll be focusing on Ancient India, Ancient China, and Ancient Mesoamerica.  

Math: For math, students will be working on Ratios and Proportions, chapter 5 in our Big Ideas Math text 

series.  We are still working on strengthening basic fact fluency but students are now focusing on division. 

Science:  We are going to be focusing on ecosystems for the month of October.  

7TH GRADE 
Math: 7th grade is working on converting rational numbers to decimals. We are using the Texas Instruments 

30XIIS calculator as our school has provided one class set. All students are encouraged to buy their own so 

they have also have this same calculator in 8th grade and in high school since it is the same one recommended 

for the AZMerit Test. 7th grade will be learning how to add, subtract, multiply, and divide rational numbers 

with and without a calculator 

ELA: Increase Achieve 3000 student engagement and lexile growth. Continue strong performance on 

Dreambox. Data Analysis, Action Planning, and Follow Up on Q1 Interim Assessment Data  

Social Studies:  We will be talking about the Industrial Revolution and European Imperialism. 

Science: Will be concluding their unit on abiotic energy before the beginning of the next quarter. After their 

study of non-living energy, they will be moving on to our second unit on living or biotic energy. In this unit, 

students will study the flow of living energy in our world beginning with photosynthesis and ending with how 

humans absorb and use energy. 

8TH GRADE 

MATH: This month 8th grade math will be working with square roots and learning the Pythagorean Theorem  

ELA:  In October, 8th grade will begin the second unit of Study Sync which has the theme “In Time of War.” 

Amazing texts such as: “Diary of Anne Frank” and “The Boy in the Striped Pajamas” will be read, and students 

will be working on comparing two types of media (film versus text). A connection to World War II and the 

Holocaust will be made with the fictional and non-fictional texts that will be read.  

Social Studies: In social studies we will be talking about the foundations of American government.  

SCIENCE: In science, our 8th grade students will be transitioning from their study of genetics to a new and 

exciting unit on natural selection. In this unit, students will study Charles Darwin and how adaptations brought 

about from experiencing different environments can cause organisms to evolve. Students will have an 

opportunity to experience natural selection first-hand during an exciting experiment involving moths, 

predators, and camouflage.  

Cross Cat Team   
10/16- All Cross-Cat classes will participate in a community gathering and have breakfast outside picnic style! 

10/23-Cross-Cat classes will have pumpkin exploration lessons 



Ms. Payan’s class will sequence the steps of carving out a pumpkin. Students will participate in each 

step of the process with their own pumpkins. 

Mrs. Coker’s class will learn about the life cycle of a pumpkin, and compare and contrast foods 

containing pumpkin.  

10/30-Mrs. Coker and Ms. Bryant’s classes will have fall celebrations the last 30 minutes of the school day. 

CASA Team 
For the month of October, the CASA classrooms will be focusing on various Life Skills such as washing dishes, 

folding towels, cleaning tables, stacking chairs, and vacuuming. Each week a student in each class gets their 

own chore to complete to earn a reward of a sticker on their sticker chart to then later earn a prize at the end 

of the week. Students display mastery for their chore by the end of each week and then receive a new chore 

the following week.  

Also for the month of October, the CASA students will be partaking in many science experiments during whole 

group on Wednesday mornings. The students will learn all about how pumpkins grow by planting their own 

seeds in cups and also making a pumpkin volcano! Students will answer hypothesis questions on both 

experiments.  

  
 

 

 


