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Dear Littleton families, 

I hope everyone enjoyed your Thanksgiving. The 

holidays are here and I know that this can be a 

stressful time for some.  Please remember to take 

time each day to remember what you do have! 

You all have wonderful children to be thankful for. 

Each one is a gift!  I am thankful to be able to work 

with our staff, students and families to build a 

better and brighter future for our community.  I 

appreciate your trust and look forward to many more years seeing your 

children learn and grow.   

Happy Holidays! 

Jim Verrill 

Principal 

Kids at Hope 

“Children don’t care how much you know until they 

know how much you care.” 

-Anonymous 

Safety 

The weather is cooling down considerably and with the falling temperatures 

comes jackets and sweaters. As a reminder, outerwear is not allowed to be 

worn inside the classrooms and all sweaters must be one of our uniform colors 
and no logos. Thanks for helping to ensure a safe learning environment for our 

Firebirds! 

 

Important Dates 
2nd, 3rd, & 5th: Release the 
Fear. Mrs. Segerman Class 
only 8:15am in  Cafeteria 
2nd 8th Grade registration for 
LaJoya & West point at 9:30 
in the library  
3rd: 8th Grade registration for 
LaJoya & West point at 
5:00PM  Rm 70 
6th: 6th Grade Field trip to 
the MIM  at 9:00AM 
5th: STuCo Family Dance 
5:30-7:30PM in Cafeteria 
9th -13th: Penguin Patch Gift 
Shop Rm 82 Time: TBD 
10th: Kids at Hope Assembly 
7:45am Basketball Courts 
10th: PTA Monthly Meeting 
5-6PM Library  
10th: Board Meeting at 
District Office  6-8PM 
12th: Fall Sports, StuCo, NJHS  
& Yearbook Pictures All day 
in the Library  
13th: CASA Community Field 
Trip at 9:00 AM 
13th: PTA Movie Night 
6:00PM in the Cafeteria 
18th: PTA $1.00  
Dress Down  
19th  & 20th:  Early Release 
(Wednesday Schedule)  
 23rd – Jan 3rd:  NO 
SCHOOL/Holiday Recess 

 



 Health and Wellness 

FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE     

Flu Season 

The Nurse’s Office has seen some students who have the 

symptoms of flu. Please be sure to keep your student home, 

if they experience the following:   

  *Fever 

  *Vomiting 

  *Diarrhea 
  *Just Not Feeling Well  

 
If you send your student to school sick, the chances are they will be 

coming to the Nurse’s Office and a call will go home to have the 
student picked up.  We want all students to be in school, but if they 

are not feeling well, they will not do well and they will be passing on 
to others the illness. 

 
IMPORTANT NOTICE!  Mycoplasma Pneumonia 

 
Mycoplasma pneumonia (MP) is a contagious respiratory infection 

that spreads easily through contact with respiratory fluids.  It is 
sometimes called “walking pneumonia”.  Symptoms: dry cough, low-
grade fever, mild shortness of breath especially with exertion, and 

fatigue. The West Valley has seen an increase in cases.  At times, this 
illness can be serious.  If your child has had a cough for more than four 

days, please see your doctor immediately.  
 

Emergency Medical Referral Cards 

Parents, we are still experiencing some issues with non-working telephone numbers, restrictions on the 

telephone numbers, and not being able to leave messages.  Please double check all numbers that you have 

listed and make sure they are numbers that we can actually use.  If there are old numbers, please be sure to 

have them removed and replaced with correct numbers. 

Dental Sealant Program 

Some of the “Dental Sealant” staff will be on site in January 2020. Please be thinking about whether or not 

your student(s) should receive sealants. We will give everyone an update in our January Newsletter. 

Clothing 

We would like ALL STUDENTS to have an extra change of clothing (including underwear and socks).  We can 

avoid calling parents, if the student packs extra clothing.   

TECH TIP 
Our students are learning to 

code (computer programming) 

through many projects we are 

offering here at school. There 

are many free opportunities for 

students to explore coding 

online at home code.org. I know 

many students ask if they can 

code at home and the answer is 

YES! Coding is a great skill to be 

introduced to now, as there are 

many opportunities for 

students in high school to 

explore this as a     career path 

and the demand for computer 

scientists, software developers, 

coders is big right now. There 

are more jobs available in 

Arizona and the US in this field 

than there are people who can 

fill them. 

  

 
 

 



The weather has been getting cooler; we encourage students to start bringing coats.  However, please make 

sure that your students make it home with their coats, hats, lunch bags etc.  Our “Lost & Found” is increasing.  

Make Your Day  

“No one has the right to interfere with the learning, safety or well-being of others.” 

“Do what is expected and do it the best you can.” 

At the beginning of the school year, the classroom teacher and the students jointly agree to the school wide 

rules, which is also the classroom rules. The outcome for this process is that students have discussed the need 

for rules in general, the benefit of school wide rules and have individually agreed that the school wide rules 

will provide a learning environment that keeps everyone safe with a focus on learning.  This process results in 

students taking ownership of the school rules.  Make Your Day is a col laborative program between students, 

teachers, and parents, not an adult-imposed program.   

Grade Level Happenings 

PRESCHOOL  
Preschool classrooms are finishing current studies most of which focused on a trees unit.   Learning included 

tree parts, which animals live in trees and what we can make from trees.  Families can extend learning by 

discussing how trees change as the weather changes. 

KINDERGARTEN 
December is a crazy month for Kindergarten! Elf on the shelf makes their triumphant return. He or she will be 

creating havoc all throughout the month.  

ELA: We will be learning about how things plants grow. We will also be working on more sight words, letter 

sounds, and cvc words. We are pushing the kiddos to read.  

Math: We will be working on subtraction. We will also be working on different crafts and activities for the 

holiday season. December is going to be a great month for teaching and learning in Kindergarten.  

1St GRADE 

ELA: First grade will finish Unit 3. The topics for Unit 3 are: measuring time, watching plants grow, folktales, 

life long ago and from farm to table. For phonics we will focus on long vowels and soft g and c. We will 

continue to practice our sight words as well as all digraphs. 

Math: We will be finishing Go Math chapter 4- subtraction strategies, and start chapter 5: addition and 

subtraction relationship- identifying related facts, using addition to teach subtraction, unknown numbers, 

choose an operation, ways to make numbers to 20, equal and not equal. 

2ND GRADE 
In math, our second grader’s will be working on addition and learning subtraction strategies. We will continue 

to review all other math concepts we have learned from the beginning of the year. Please continue to practice 

addition and subtraction math facts with your child. 



In science, we will be continuing to learn about the Earth, moon and our solar system. In our Social Studies 

unit, we will be exploring “People Long Ago”. Students will be reading about early America. 

Our reading unit will be about the Earth’s forces, what’s in the sky and the weather. These stories will go along 

with our science unit. We will continue to learn new vocabulary words from interesting stories we read in our 

“Wonders” book.  

3RD GRADE 
ELA: We are now in Unit 3 of Wonders.  We are still focusing on main idea and detail, as well as character 

traits.  We are using syntactic maps to help better comprehend the text that we read.  It helps to ask 

thoughtful questions and find evidence for those same questions.  These maps also help us take excellent 

notes and recall information.  Additionally, we are working on verbs, especially ACTION verbs in grammar.  We 

are learning how to identify, use, and conjugate verbs.  In writing, we are using syntactic maps to help us draft 

and plan our expository essays. These maps help us identify useful information to write factual essays. We’re 

really becoming researchers in third grade! Finally, we are still learning the basics of cursive to help with our 

writing and fine motor skills!  

Math: In math, we are working on area and perimeter.  Why now? Well, area and perimeter tie-in very nicely 

into multiplication.  It is a great way for us to review and tie up loose ends on multiplication before we move 

into division.  We are first learning how to count and add up perimeters. Then we will learn the formula area 

by using length times width.  

Social Studies:  We have ended our studies of Arizona’s ancient Native Tribes. We learned all about the 

Hohokam, the Ancient Puebloans, and the Mogillon People.  Now, we will move on to our modern Native 

Tribes, such as the Pima, the Papago, the Hopi, and the Navajo.  We will learn how these modern tribes live, 

survive, and support Arizona. We will also learn their histories and how Arizona’s statehood has affected the 

tribes.   

Science:  In science, we are piloting a new program, called Foss Kits.  This is a lot of fun because there are so 

many hands-on experiences for our students! We will be working with physical sciences very soon!  

STEM:  In STEM, we have divided ourselves in groups and chosen a Native American legend to read as a 

play.  Then, we storyboarded and planned out our play. Now, we will build puppets, backgrounds, and 

scenes.  After that, we will begin filming our plays on iPads and using green screens to bring our stories to life! 

We cannot wait to share our hard work with you!  

4TH GRADE 
ELA: Will be working on point of view in reading along with visualization, and using context clues to determine 

a words meaning. 

Math: We will dive deep into fractions. Students will learn how to find equivalent fractions and a common 

denominator. 

Science: We will explore soil through investigative learning and hands on experiments. 

Social Studies: We will be working on learning more about Arizona and it’s history 



5TH GRADE 
ELA: Will be concentrating on finding theme with supporting evidence 

Social studies: We will be beginning states’ capitals and their locations. 

Math:  We are going to be dividing decimals by whole numbers 

Science: Science: We are working on motion and force 

6TH GRADE 
ELA: WE will be reading Greek Mythology and learning about the character Perseus and the battle of Troy. 

We’ll apply the skills of tone, plot, compare and contrast, and story structure to help us analyze and 

comprehend the literature and informational texts we read.  

Social studies: We will be learning about the ancient civilizations of China and India. 

Math:  We will continue to work on evaluating and writing algebraic expressions.  We will be solving one-step, 

algebraic equations.  

Science:  we will continue to learn about the ecosystem, more specifically, biomes, natural selection, 

biodiversity, and the flow of energy in ecosystems. 

7TH GRADE 
Math: Will be working on Chapter 3 and Chapter 4. In Chapter 3, students will solve algebraic expressions and 

equations by adding, subtracting, and dividing. We will be solving both one and two-step equations. In 

Chapter 4, students will be solving two-step equations with inequalities by adding, subtracting, and dividing.  

ELA: We will explore and "pilot" Blending Learning strategies for core Reading skills.  Students will also be 

prepping for the 7th Grade 

Science:  In 7th Grade Science, we will be continuing to explore the subject of Biology with our Study of Biotic 

Energy. We will be discovering how members within different ecosystems depend on one another. We will 

also be studying how humanity has both helped and hindered the development of ecosystems across our 

planet. 

Social Studies: We will be learning about World War 1. 

8TH GRADE 
Math: Will be learning about the characteristics of interior and exterior angles of polygons.  

ELA: 8th graders will begin working on their argumentative essays and wrapping up their “Time of War” unit on 

Study Sync. Within their argumentative essays, students will focus on choosing a side to an argument, 

providing reasons and evidence, and acknowledging a counterclaim. 



Science: In 8th Grade Science, we will be continuing our study of Natural Selection & Ecology by exploring how 

energy from the sun is transformed among different forms of life on Earth. We will be discussing, testing, and 

discovering new and exciting theories about how life itself originated and developed. 

Social Studies: We will be learning about The Founding Documents (The Declaration, Bill of Rights, the 
ratification of The Constitution, and the Branches of Government). 

Cross Cat Team   
Coker- We will create holiday cards in the maker space and deliver them to public servants (fire/police) or to a 
hospital for those sick over the holidays. 
12/18-We will have our 3rd annual Cookie Workshop. Students and parents will decorate cookies, write letters 
to Santa, and complete fine motor crafts. 
  
Bryant-Planned Stem activity-We will be creating Marshmallow igloos, write letters, and do arts and crafts 
activity for the holidays 

CASA Team 
For the month of December, the CASA classes will be engaging in different life skills, social skills and 

academics. The students will be learning about the different weather that is occurring around different parts 

of the country during the winter months. The students will also be learning about the different holidays that 

others celebrate throughout the world. For life skills, students will be continuing to practice their hygiene skills 

in brushing their teeth and combing their hair. The students will engage in social skills in participating in a 

restaurant in selling holiday baked goods and hot coco to students and staff.   

  

 


