
 

Principals Message   

HAWK HAPPENINGS                                  BeliEVe                           APRIL  2021 

  Learn to walk before you run 
                                                                                 - Chinese Proverb 

Hawk Families,  
We are preparing for our yearly assessments.  Please make sure your child gets a good night’s sleep and 
brings a snack during testing.  This can sometimes be an anxious time for our students.  The best thing 
you can do for your child to prepare is tell them you believe in them and that they can do it!  Leave an 
encouraging note in the morning and let them know to do their best!  Attendance is very important, 
please make sure your child is on time, every day and especially during our testing times.  Please schedule 
appointments before our after school on our testing days.  Feel free to reach out with any questions or 
concerns.  We are here to help! 
BeliEVe,  
Dr. Nicole Durazo  

STEM Showcase/ Kids at Hope Engineers  
At EV, we are Kids at Hope Engineers.  We are talented, smart, and capable of success– no  

exceptions! The Kids at Hope Engineers in Ms. Vliek’s STEM Class are using the Engineering  

Is Elementary Design process in real life situations. The student are given the prompt,  

“Design a...inspired by...” This picture is “design a water slide inspired by candy!”  

Be sure to ask your child’s teacher about classroom happenings to learn more about  

everything EV!  

 

Student Agency Tip  

Encouraging Ownership & Effort 

Follow kids' interests and get input. 

 If there are gaps in your kid's school day, remember that whatever your kid is into -- animals, Minecraft, magic -
- can be used for learning. Read books, create science experiments, and do math related to favorite topics.  

 When deciding how to structure homework, ask kids what they prefer. Try to incorporate their choices into the 
plan. For instance, if math is the hardest subject for your kid, would they rather do it first or last? Why? Check 
in with them regularly about how learning is going during dinner time or when they first get home. 

 Communicate with your kid's teacher, and encourage them to self-advocate for what they need. This can be done 
by modeling communication about your day, including the positives, challenges, and kindnesses. 

MYD Tip  
Daily Communication Between Home And School 
An important part of Estrella Vista Stem Academy MAKE YOUR DAY citizenship program is that it affords the opportunity for par-
ents, students, and teachers to communicate daily. Throughout the day EV students in grades Kindergarten through eighth grade 
will record points earned for MAKE YOUR DAY. A student has made his/her day if he/she earns the required average number of 
points by the end of the school day. 
If a child makes his/her day, then the parent knows that s/he has done what was expected and has done it the best s/he 
could.  PLEASE CONGRATULATE YOUR CHILD FOR BEING A RESPONSIBLE CITIZEN at Estrella Vista Stem Academy! 
If the student does not make his/her day, s/he will have a note that will describe the behaviors s/he chose that day. This does not 
mean that the child has failed, is in trouble, or is being "punished." This allows a parent an opportunity to discuss productive deci-
sion-making and positive choices with their child. The next school day the child begins the day with the opportunity to "make their 
day". 
Parents are required to sign the "I Did Not Make My Day" note and have the student return it to the teacher the next school day. 
The signature on the "I Did Not Make My Day" note is expected back the next school day to ensure timely communication and 
student success. If the signed "I Did Not Make My Day" note is not returned the next school day, the student will adjust his/her 
points for not doing what was expected. 
If the student does not bring the signed note back again the second day, there will not be a second points adjustment, but a phone 
call will be made by the classroom teacher to a parent in order to maintain close communication. 

Technology Tip  
Moving your Google Classrooms to match your schedule  
Moving your Google Classrooms into the order of your daily schedule can help you stay on track throughout 
the day! It is as easy as clicking, holding the button down, and dragging your classes into the order of your 

schedule.  

Safety Tip 
Governor Ducey issued an Executive Order that loosens 

COVID-19 restrictions in the community.  However, the Arizo-

na Department of Education has confirmed that AZDHS Emer-

gency Measure 2020-04 (Slowing the Spread of COVID-19 in 

Schools), remains in place. This measure states: Masks must 

be worn on school campuses, on school buses, and during 

school-associated activities, by all students, faculty, staff, 

contractors and visitors. Therefore, there is no change and 

facemasks remain a requirement.  We will continue to follow 

our mitigation plan with the goal of keeping our students and 

staff safe and our classrooms open for learning.  

Social Emotional Learning Tip  
One of the SEL Core Competencies is Self-Awareness, which is the 
ability to understand one’s own emotions, thoughts, and values 
and how they influence behavior across contexts.. Many of our 
students are experiencing a transition back to in-person learning, 
which can bring about many different emotions. Consider using 
The Feelings Wheel to help your student acknowledge their emo-
tions and feelings so that they can move into action and respond 
constructively to those feelings. Let's say they are feeling 
"fearful." Students can locate that feeling on the wheel, then 
move one ring out and identify another emotion. Keep moving to 
the last ring on the wheel. By accurately identifying emotions, 
students can do something about it and handle these emotions in 
a productive way with you by their side!  

 

 

Upcoming Dates & Assess-
ments  

4/02-4/05: Spring Recess  

4/06: AzM2—Writing 3-8th 

grade 

4/07: School Choice Closes  

4/07: AzM2—Writing 3-8th 

grade 

4/12: ELA 1 & Math 1 (Model 

A)  

4/13: ELA 2 & ELA 2 (Model A) 

4/13: Governing Board Meet-

ing  

4/14: ELA 1 & MATH 1 (Model 

C) 

4/21: ELA 2 & MATH 2 (Model 

C) 

4/26-5/7: K-7th CogAT (Gifted) 

 

 

ESTRELLA VISTA STEM ACADEMY  
 

       
Facebook: EstrellaVista.Hawks 

Like us on Twitter! 

Administrative Team  

 

Principal: 
Dr. Nicole Durazo 

Assistant Principal:  
Cara Miller 

Dean of Students:  
Antonio Bryant 

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/everything-you-need-to-know-about-minecraft
https://www.facebook.com/EstrellaVista.Hawks/

