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Jan 1-3 Winter Break! 
No School 

Jan 09 PTA Winter Event 
5:00-7:00pm-Cafeteria 

Jan 15 8th Gr Award Assembly 
7:45am-8:15am 

Jan 17 Staff In Service Day 

Jan 20 Holiday (No classes) 

Jan  21 6th Gr Award Assembly 
Cafeteria 1:45-2:15pm 

Jan 21 8th Grade Parent Meeting 
Cafeteria 5:00pm-6:00pm 

Jan 23 4th Gr Award Assembly 
Cafeteria 1:15-1:45pm 

Jan 23 3rd Gr Award Assembly 
Cafeteria 1:45-2:15pm 

Jan 23 Third PTA meeting 
Library 5:30pm 

Jan 24 2nd Gr Award Assembly 
Cafeteria 1:15-1:45 p.m. 

Jan 24 1st Gr Award Assembly 

Cafeteria 1:45-2:15 p.m. 

Jan 24 KG Alphabet Parade 
Cafeteria 1:00-2:00pm 

Jan 27 5th Gr Award Assembly 
7:50-8:20am– Cafeteria 

Jan 27 
Jan 28 

KG Award Assembly 1:30-2:00          

Leader in me family night-Library 

5:30-7:00pm 

Important Dates in 

January  

 
 

A Message from the Principal 

January 2020  

 

 

 

When picking up or dropping off your children or visiting the 
school campus please follow the school’s procedures for the 
safety and well-being of all stakeholders. Please do not plan pick 
up and drop off near bus stops, respect traffic laws and do not 
block private driveways. When following the school’s procedures 
we ask that everyone show respect and common courtesy. 

Welcome to 2020!  

Happy New Year! 

The new year is a great 

time to focus on Habit 

2-Begin with the End in 

Mind.  Have you ever 

made a New Year’s Res-

olution...and then not 

kept it?  Leadership 

Guru, Jon Gordon has 

another approach he 

calls, One Word.  He 

suggests that each of us 

choose a word that will 

help guide us through 

the year.  My word for  

2020 is inspire.  I will 

look to inspire leader-

ship and learning in 

our students, staff and 

community.  I will also 

look for inspiration 

from our students staff 

and the community!  

Inspiration can come 

from things a small as 

safety changes with 

You Tube our an-

nouncements will be 

available in a new 

place.  Starting in Jan-

uary your students can 

access our announce-

ments with their Mi-

crosoft 360 accounts on 

their 1:1 devices using 

the Stream App.  We 

will be sending out 

more information about 

how to access them and 

how our K-2 students 

and their families can 

access them as well.   

 

Everyone is a leader 

and everyone has geni-

us! 

Dr. Cagle 

 

the sunset and as big a 

as student a former 

student earning a 

scholarship to Stan-

ford.  If you would like 

more information on 

finding your word for 

the year look up Jon 

Gordon.  He has some 

great materials and 

videos on the subject.  

What is your word? 

We have some great 

news to share!  We won 

a grant to add a full 

time social worker here 

at Country Place.  Each 

school in our district 

will now have a full 

time social worker.  If 

you know any great 

social workers who are 

looking for a great 

place to work, send 

them our way!   

Due to some legal and 



Kinder 
Jacqueline Davis, Anastasia Hanns, Karina Hernandez, Jasmine Guadarrama 

 

We hope everyone had a wonderful holiday! Kindergarten held their first Holiday concert. It was so nice seeing families com-
ing out to help us celebrate the holidays. Thank you to PTA for funding our cookies and hot coco. We couldn’t have done it 
without their support. Kindergarten is back at it. Now that our DIBELS testing is over, we have regrouped our students and 
continue to work in our small groups. We are using our Wonders material to create centers which will help students develop 
strong reading skills. We have begun subtraction in Math and the students are doing great! We continue to incorporate our 

grammar into our writing. The kids are doing great. We continue to dig a little deeper into the 7 Habit. The students are lead-
ers with jobs in the classroom. They love all the jobs and they are really putting those habits into our daily learning. We are 
so proud of our students! 

First Grade 
Jessica York, Kristina Palacios, Maria Meza, Kristen Ayres 

                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Welcome back first grade families and Happy New Year!  We hope everyone had a fun and safe holiday season.  We had a 
busy and fun December learning all about the cultures in other countries and how they celebrate the holidays.  We are excit-
ed to start the second half of this school year and continue our amazing learning.  As always, we appreciate all your support 

and if you ever have any questions you can contact your child’s teacher through Remind.   

 Second Grade 

Stephanie Badsgard, Sheila McCalpine, Maritza Bermudez, Edward Tafolla 

We hope you all had a wonderful break! This month we will be working with r-controlled vowels. We also will be learning how 
to give a proper story retell. In math, we will be starting the concept of borrowing from a ten to subtract. Stay tuned for more 
information on Leadership Night coming late January. Second grade will be hosting!  

Third Grade 
Lynette Hill, Maria Serrano, Valerie Cowan, Danielle Skunza 

Welcome back!  We are ready to learn and begin third quarter.  It is hard to believe that the school year is halfway 
through.  We will continue to learn and work hard. Please continue to remind your student about the importance of reading. 
Please have your child read aloud to you at home for practice with fluency and have them retell what they read.  This will 
help with their comprehension skills. Right before break you should have received their Acadience/DIBELS report about how 
they were doing in reading.  We will continue to work hard in all other subjects. Please talk to your child about following ex-
pectations at school.  Remember  that the your child’s badge is part of the uniform and it is used for their safety.   

Fourth Grade 
Rocio Suarez-Ruiz, Julia Fach, Melissa Torres, Astrid Trzepacz 

 

Happy New Year!!! Welcome back!!! We are halfway through the year.  How time flies!! This quarter we will be focusing on 
persuasive text in ELA and writing.  In math, we will be working and continuing with fractions including addition, subtraction, 
decomposing, mixed and improper fractions. All of these skills using models and number lines. We will also have Student 

Led Conferences at the end of the quarter.  Like always, work with your child in reading and math fluency. In Leadership, we 
will be creating new goals.  

Fifth Grade 
Carrie Rodriguez, Stacey Sobelman, Cody Cherland, Serena Garcia 

 
Hey Families! Fifth grade hopes you had an awesome holiday season and that you got to spend some quality time with your 
family!  

We are excited to start 3rd quarter. We've got goals set to keep up motivated in the New Year and are working to meet them 
everyday. We are starting a new unit in ELA, working more with nonfiction text. In Math, we are beginning fractions! Woo! 
We'll be learning about the Solar System in Science and the Civil War in Social Studies. 

Remember to have your child read every night! The more you read, the smarter you get! 



Sixth Grade 
Caroline Nicholson, Ashley Farrell, Stephanie Budzban, Alexandra Gerber 

 

Welcome back! January is such an exciting month to come back feeling refreshed and kick-off the New Year with determina-
tion! Talk to your student about their new WIG’s or Wildly Important Goals. What are they hoping to accomplish this quarter 
and how can you help? They should be able to describe to you their goals and action steps toward those goals! Thank you for 

the continued support! 

Seventh Grade 
Barbara DeMartino, Itzel Alvizo, Tatum Green, Paul Budge 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM 7TH GRADE! In Social Studies, we are finishing up the Industrial Revolution. We will begin work-
ing on World War I and will be investigating some of the main ideas and events that took place during the war. In Science, we 
will be working on discovering the wonders within the Earth’s four major spheres. We have been working specifically in the 
geosphere, covering the layers of the Earth, plate tectonics and moving into rocks and minerals. We are super excited about 
the things to come in the second half of the year. Multiple projects coming up including the science fair and lots of exciting 
discoveries to be made! In Math, we will be covering rates and ratios in more depth this new year. We will identify how we use 
rates/ratios in the real world and then decipher real life word problems. The next topic will be probability and statistics and 
there is a plethora of real world applications to delve into. There may even be a fun project on this topic. More news to follow 
after New Years! Have a great holiday season!    

Eighth Grade 
Aileen Ramirez, Teresita Ceballos, Rachel Rasey, Randy McCleery 

 

Math- In math we will continue work linear equations which will then lead to functions and volume.  

Social Studies- In Social Studies we will be studying World War Two for the month of January.  

Science - Students will explore the physical and chemical properties of matter, as well as, changes in the three states of mat-
ter: solid, liquid and gas; in terms of the movement of the matter’s particles, heat transfer and temperature change. 

Language Arts- We will begin our third ELA unit, “A Moral Compass”. In this unit students will explore the question, how is 
character formed? and consider the complexities of morality. 

                Specials 

Cassandra King, Morgan Cavanaugh, Daisy Ho, Emily Walters, Anitra Morin 
 

Technology- Happy New Year & Welcome back to school!! In Technology at CPLA, the students are currently working on getting 

familiar with computer hardware as well as software. They are learning how to do computer coding and also practicing on their typing 
accuracy and speed. Students are also learning about internet safety and cyber bullying. In addition, 7 & 8th Grade technology stu-
dents are working on the production of the Country Place school yearbook  

PE- In January, 5th-8th will be developing skills related to soccer, volleyball, lacrosse, and rugby. We will work as a team 
while learning the importance of communication. We will also be improving our cardiovascular health with a dailiy cardio 
workout.  K-4th grade will be practicing balance, locomotor skills, and non-locomotor skills by participating in a variety of 
games and other fun activities! We will learn the importance of sportsmanship and how to encourage our peers. 

Music- Performing Choir Winter Concert was a success! Lots of hard works yet lots of fun! Congratulations to K-3rd grade perform-
ers! 7th and 8th grades general music class titled “Western Culture and Music,” a research based study.  Students will pick an Euro-
pean/western country to explore about her culture and music/art.  They will individually present music/art research for final assess-
ment.  6th graders to kindergarteners will have fun learning practical projects/games with music.  Students will continue to strengthen 
their singing skills.  Each grade will learn a new song, some songs include stage movements.   

Art - We're getting ready for a busy January in the art department! Kinder and 1st graders are learning how to use a variety of 
materials for art making. 2nd, 3rd, and 4th graders are learning about how to use lines, shapes, and colors to convey ideas in 
their art. 5th and 6th graders are improving their drawing skills and learning how to use printmaking tools. 7th and 8th graders 
are designing drawing projects and murals for the hallway. 

Leadership - In January, we will work on Habits 2-5. For Begin with the End in Mind, students will reflect and revisit their Wildly Im-
portant Goals. To help Put First Things First, students will learn about their roles and goals and focusing on what is important but not 
urgent (Quadrant 2). Students will discuss Emotional Bank Accounts to help them Think Win-Win. Honesty and “I” Messages will help 
students Be Understood. Seventh graders will continue to create morning announcements. You can check them out daily! They do 
an awesome job! Eighth graders will continue researching and creating for Genius Hour. This helps them develop autonomy and find 
their purpose and passion.  Parents, mark your calendars! Our fourth installment of the 7 Habits of Successful Families will be on 
Tuesday, January 28 from 5:30-7:00 in the library. We will cover Habit 5: Seek First to Understand Then to Be Understood. Partici-
pants will: identify listening barriers, use eye contact when listening to others, recognize body language, reflect understanding by 
using the “Talking Stick”, define the benefits of empathic listening, and use appropriate body language, words and tone when seeking 
to understand. 



  Country Place              
Leadership Academy 

 
 

10207 West Country Place Boulevard 
Tolleson, Arizona 85353 
 
 

Attendance Line : (623) 478-6103 
Main Line: (623) 478-6100 
Fax : (623) 478-6120 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports 

Hello Mustangs! As we begin the new year, teachers will be resetting expectations in the classroom and around campus. 
Please encourage your children to follow expectations as best as they can. Look for details about your child's behavior and 
the awesome things they are doing in class on their weekly or monthly calendar/tracker. Teachers utilize these trackers to 
communicate to parents and it is an easy, open form of communication for you as well. These should be signed at least once 
a week (can vary depending on grade level).  

Students can continue to earn Golden Glows and Habit Horseshoes to acknowledge the great examples they are setting at 
school. Ask your child about them! How many do they have? How did they earn them? What are they saving them up for? 
Get them invested in making great choices everyday! 

As always, thank you for your continued support! 

PBIS Team 

                                                   Safety-Attending Mustang sporting Events 

Student safety is our top priority in the Littleton Elementary School District, which is why we ask that all stu-
dents who attend sporting events on any Littleton ESD site come with a parent or guardian. Students will not 
be able to enter any sporting events without a parent/guardian. So please show your school spirit by accom-
panying your children when they want to root for their team.    

Outerwear Dress Code   

As the weather turns colder we would like to remind our students and parents about the dress code for the 
cooler months.  Outerwear (jackets, coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, raincoats) are designed to be worn out-
side as weather dictates.  Outerwear must be removed in the school or classroom. Sweaters and sweat-
shirts that conform to district dress code colors (solid dark green, solid ash gray, solid burgundy, including 
black and white with no logos) may be worn inside the school building and in the classroom. 

Country Place is on Facebook! 
@CountryPlace.Mustangs 

Visit our page for all upcoming 
events and see what are Leaders 
are up to. 

Health & Wellness     

   

Teaching and modeling hygienic coughing, sneez-
ing, and nose-blowing.  

Respiratory infections can spread from student to student in airborne 
droplets from coughs and sneezes. Parents can model how to cough 
or sneeze into a tissue or an elbow — not into hands. In addition to 
coughing and sneezing, nose-blowing is a culprit for spreading 
germs.  

"Demonstrate how to blow your nose and throw the tissue out in trash 
immediately,"  

 

Be sure to soak up the family time in the 
beginning of the month as our winter vaca-
tion will come to an end. Parents, you play 
a pivotal role in being an Ace of Hearts in 
reminding your child how important they are. You can 
also help by being a part of the goal setting process. 
Children succeed when they can articulate their future. 
Be an accountability partner for their academic and per-
sonal goals; check in with them frequently on their pro-
gress. Let them help you achieve your goals as well. 


