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Feb  5-
12th 

Valentines Grams Sale 
(School Wide) 

Feb  10 
Assembly 

5th Gr 7:45am-Cafeteria 
7th Gr 8:30am-Cafeteria 

Feb 11 
Assembly 

6th Gr 1:45pm-Cafeteria 

Feb  11 
 

Kindergarten Field Trip 
Phoenix Zoo 

Feb 12 
Assembly 

8th Gr 7:45am-Cafeteria 

Feb 13 
Assembly 

4th Gr 1:15pm-Cafeteria 
3rd Gr 1:45pm-Cafeteria 

Feb 14 8th Gr field trip-Madison 
Center for the Arts 

Feb 14 
Assembly 

2nd Gr 1:15pm-Cafeteria 
1st Gr 1:45pm-Cafeteria 

Feb 13 Valentines Dance– StuGov 

5:00pm-Gym 

Feb 17 President’s Day Holiday 
(NO SCHOOL) 

Feb 18 Leader in Me Family Night 
5:30-7pm-Library 

Feb 20 CPLA Talent Show 
5:00pm-Auditorium 

Feb 24 
Assembly 

Kindergarten 1:30pm 
Cafeteria 

Feb24-
28 

School Spirit Week 
(School wide) 

Feb 26 
 
Feb 27 

$1 dllr dress down/
Munchies– PTA 

6th Grade Gravity Cruiser 
Finals-Gym 12:45-2:00pm 

Important Dates in 

February 

A Message from the Principal 

February 2020  

 

 

 

 

If you’re missing an item, please visit the lost and found! Items that are left 
and found on campus are placed in the lost and found located in the hall-
way by the Front Office. Smaller Items, such as jewelry, glasses or key 
are kept in the Front Office. Unclaimed items are donated to a charitable 
organization. Please LABEL your Child’s belongings. 

February is here! 

This month’s learning 

focus is rigorous aca-

demic vocabulary.  We 

have noticed that many 

of our students struggle 

when they read aca-

demic vocabulary while 

they are learning or on 

an assessment.  Why is 

that?  Our students 

need more exposure to 

rich language and more 

practice using it them-

selves.  Many times we 

are underestimating 

the genius of our chil-

dren.  Did you know 

that 98% of kinder-

gartners test at the ge-

nius level for creativity?  

By the time we are 

adults that goes down 

to 3%.  Our children 

will use the language 

that we use!  My son in 

ates a safety issue be-

cause the teacher (it 

could be a substitute) is 

not in a position to 

check ID and release 

the student. 

Please remember that 

we will not release stu-

dents between 2:00 and 

2:25, except in emer-

gencies.  This is one of 

the most important 

times of the day for stu-

dent safety.  Our staff 

works tirelessly to en-

sure that all 1000 of 

our students get home 

as safely as possible.  

Pulling students at the 

end of the day creates 

chances for safety mis-

takes.  Thanks for help-

ing us keep your stu-

dents safe.     

Dr. Cagle 

Brady showed me this 

when he was three 

years old.  He would 

get upset and say he 

was exasperated!  He 

learned that from Don-

ald Duck!   

How can you help? 

1. Have conversations 

with your children 

and use high level 

vocabulary.  Call 

things what they 

are!  It may seen 

awkward at first, 

but soon your kids 

will be having wild 

conversations about 

adaptations or cata-

lytic converters at 

the dinner table. 

Read aloud to your 

children.  Expose them 

to articles, magazines, 

stories them.  This cre-



Kinder 
Jacqueline Davis, Anastasia Hanns, Karina Hernandez, Jasmin Guadarrama 

 

Kindergarten recently celebrated the alphabet by having their annual Alphabet Parade. It was so exciting to see all of the students 

out of their classrooms cheering for our kindergartners. A huge THANK YOU to our wonderful families.  We are grateful for all of 

their support.   After our parade we celebrated with ice cream sundaes with our families.  This is one of the highlights we truly look 

forward too. In our academic areas, we continue to work on blending cvc words, identifying vowels and building words with word 

families. In Math, we have continued with Subtraction within 10.  To help support our students we continue to focus on our small 

groups. We feel this is apart of the successes we are seeing in reading. We truly are loving the smiles we are seeing on our stu-

dents faces. We couldn’t be prouder. 

 First Grade 
Jessica York, Kristina Palacios, Maria Meza, Kristen Ayres 

                                                                                                                             
 We had such a blast in January!  We kicked off the New Year in style by learning about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and what a great 
leader he was. We learned about all the changes he made by finding his voice.  

 It is warming up outside and we will be starting to work in our First Grade gardens soon. So be prepared for questions about how 
food grows and curiosity into new fruits and vegetables (we hope)!  

 Report cards should have gone home right after break and progress reports will be making their way home very shortly! Wow, how 
time flies when you are learning and having fun! We will be diving deeper into place value with math and in reading we are learning 
a lot of vowel rules. Time to buckle down and read, read, read as much as you can! Our brains are growing and we are thirsty for 
stories. Thank you parents for all of your support inside and outside the classroom. Please check your calendars and student folders 
for upcoming events and/or activities.  

 Second Grade 
Maritza Bermudez, Stephanie Badsgard, Sheila McCalpine, Edward Tafolla 

 

We hope you all are doing well! This month we will be working with r-controlled vowels. We also will be learning how to give a prop-

er story retell. In math, we will be starting three-digit addition and subtraction with and without regrouping. Stay tuned for more infor-

mation on any upcoming events that will be coming up in the near future. Also, we’d like to thank the parents that came out to lead-

ership night, it was fun and the students did amazing. Thank you for all your support!  

Third Grade 
Lynette Hill, Maria Serrano, Valerie Cowan, Danielle Skunza 

Hard to believe that we are half way through 3rd quarter.  Our students continue to work hard in reading and math.  This quarter our 
big focus in math is fractions. In since and social studies we continue to learn about Arizona.  We have been working on our Native 
Americans project and learning about the early people in Arizona and their contributions.  In science we will planting different bean 
plants and comparing them.  Please continue to talk to your child about following expectations and make sure your child wears their 
badge everyday it is part of the uniform.   

Fourth Grade 
Rocio Suarez-Ruiz, Julie Fach, Melissa Torres, Astrid Trzepacz 

 

As we continue into the 3rd Quarter, our students are working on all things fractions such as equivalent, comparing, adding, sub-

tracting, multiplying and decomposing them.  So work with your children so that they have a good foundation with fractions. In ELA 

we’re learning about figurative language such as similes, metaphors, idioms, personification, alliteration, hyperboles, onomatopoeia 

and how authors use them to convey a message. In writing, we are working on persuasive essay prompts where they have to be 

very convincing of their point of view. In Socials Studies, we will be learning about Spanish exploration and in science we are work-

ing with electricity, magnetism and then moving on to animal and plant characteristics and adaptations. 

Fifth Grade 
Carrie Rodriguez, Stacey Sobelman, Cody Cherland, Serena Garcia 

 
Happy February! Fifth grade is beginning our work on our BizTown Curriculum to teach financial literacy and work readiness skills to 
our students. We’re looking forward to our field trip to BizTown in March. Thank you to all the parents who volunteered to help out 
with the field trip. We appreciate you! 

Also towards the end of the month are 3rd Quarter benchmarks! We’re looking forward to students showing what they know in ELA 
and Math. As we approach AzMERIT season, we are emphasizing test taking strategies and good testing habits. Please encourage 
your students to give their all on any assessment! 

 

As always, remember to read every night!  



Sixth Grade 
Caroline Nicholson, Ashley Farrell, Stephanie Budzban, Alexandra Gerber 

 

February is here and Third Quarter is in high gear! This month, we are continuing our gravity cruiser projects. Volunteers and engi-

neers help make this project race off to a great start! Our ELA curriculum is focused on heroes this quarter. We invite you to talk with 

your child about people you regard as heroes and why. This quarter we are also focused on solving a state challenge for Arizona. 

Ask your child to explain an issue they are passionate about to you! You can get involved with your child in helping a cause that’s 

important to your family!   

Seventh Grade 
Barbara DeMartino, Itzel Alvizo, Tatum Green, Paul Budge 

In ELA, our driving question for this unit is: Why is it essential to defend human rights? The stories we read throughout the unit will be 
related to human and civil rights. This month some of the big things we will focus on is citing textual evidence and responding to 
questions that require textual evidence, central/main idea, theme and figurative language. We will also begin  preparing for AZM2 
and begin to look at stories and questions similar to those seen on the state assessment. In Social Studies, we are finishing up the 
Industrial Revolution. We will begin working on World War I and will be investigating some of the main ideas and events that took 
place during the war. In math, We will be finishing up unit rates and proportions in February, so have them figure out your tips at the 
restaurant and your sales price at the store! Statistics and probability will be covered next with continuing review of algebraic equa-
tions. In Science, we are wrapping up our work in the geosphere with rocks and minerals and moving into the atmosphere talking 
about clouds, the water cycle and different tools used to study the weather. We are super excited about the different projects coming 
soon!  

  
 

Eighth Grade 
Aileen Ramirez, Teresita Ceballos, Rachel Rasey, Randy McCleery 

 

Math- We will be continuing our work with Algebra making sure that our students are able to identify the slope of a line, y-intercept of 
a line, and systems of equations.                                                                                                                            Social Studies- We 
will be finishing up with WWII and moving on to the post war United States. We will learn about the Cold War and the fear of Com-
munism.                                                                                                                                          

Science - Students will learn to classify matter in terms of elements, compounds and mixtures and explain the systematic organiza-
tion of the periodic table.                                                                                                                                                     Language 
Arts- students are starting a new book that will help them respond to the essential question of the third unit, how is charac-
ter formed? In addition to the book, "Blackwaters" by Eve Bunting, we will begin a new routine in our class that will reinforce student 
knowledge of mechanics, usage, and grammar of the English language. 

                         Specials 

Anitra Morin, Gloria Chadwick, Emily Walters, Daisy Ho, Cassandra King, Morgan Cavanaugh 
 

Technology- In Technology at CPLA, the students are currently learning  about the role of information technology in our society. 
They are also learning how to do computer coding and also practicing on adaptive keyboarding, with an emphasis on typing accuracy 
and speed. Students are also learning about internet safety and cyber bullying. In addition, 7 & 8th Grade technology students are 
working on the production of the Country Place school yearbook. 

  PE- 7th/8th—PE is fun with so many games to learn!  This quarter we will be learning how to play rugby!  Ms. Jones’ favorite sport is 
rugby and she is so excited to share her knowledge and passion for the game with her students.  K-6th–PE is fun with activity, games, 
laughs, and fun!  This quarter we will be learning rules to new games and trying new activities.  You can play the games you learn at 
home, at recess, or during PE!  Just grab a friend or a few and we’ll all have a ball ;)                         

Leadership - In Leadership, students will work on Habit 6: Synergize by discussing how to involve others and having humility. Next 
we’ll move to Habit 7: Sharpen the Saw where students will learn about ways to sharpen their hearts. After that students will explore 
global awareness, compliments and being role models as they Find Their Voice with Habit 8. We’ll wrap up the month with Habit 1: 
Be Proactive where students will review circle of control. 

Seventh graders will continue producing morning announcements and eighth graders will research and create something based on a 
topic of interest. 

Music-7th and 8th grades general music class titled “Eastern Culture and Music,” a research based study.  Students will pick an Asian 
country to explore about her culture and music/art.  They will individually present music/art research for final assessment.  6th graders 
to kindergarteners will have fun learning dances, games, drumming with music.  Students will continue to strengthen their singing 
skills and stage movements.   

 

 

 

 



 
 Country Place              

Leadership Academy 
 
 

10207 West Country Place Boulevard 
Tolleson, Arizona 85353 
 
 

Attendance Line : (623) 478-6103 
Main Line: (623) 478-6100 
Fax : (623) 478-6120 

Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports 

The PBIS Committee has been meeting monthly to look at data, school safety, and reward systems. Each grade-level is now repre-
sented and our team will be looking at ways to improve school-wide expectations and rewards. Students are still receiving Golden 
Glows for following expectations and Habit Horseshoes for illustrating one or more of the 7 Habits. Students who receive a Habit 
Horseshoe get an award, a prize, and get featured on the Morning Announcements! Some students have said those videos are their 
favorite to watch! What’s new!? TEACHERS are now getting recognized for their hard work and dedication. Teachers A.K.A CHAM-
PIONS who have been selected get to hold onto the traveling Champion belt, are featured on the morning announcements, and get 
to hear all the wonderful things their students say about them. Teachers who have received the CHAMPION award so far are the 
following: Mrs. Davis, Mrs. York, Mrs. Alvarez, Mrs. King, Ms. Daisy, Ms. S. Garcia, Mrs. Maple, Mrs. Maple, and Mrs. Torres!   

Some Reminders from the PBIS Team: 

Students must wear badges every day around their neck. Badges must be visible! 

Students must have their shirts tucked in when inside the building 

Outerwear with logos can only be worn outside 

Headgear (such as headbands with cat ears) can only be worn outside 

                                                   Safety-Attending Mustang sporting Events 

Student safety is our top priority in the Littleton Elementary School District, which is why we ask that all students who attend sporting 
events on any Littleton ESD site come with a parent or guardian. Students will not be able to enter any sporting events without a 
parent/guardian. So please show your school spirit by accompanying your children when they want to root for their team. 
   

Outerwear Dress Code   

As the weather turns colder we would like to remind our students and parents about the dress code for the cooler months.  Outer-
wear (jackets, coats, sweaters, sweatshirts, raincoats) are designed to be worn outside as weather dictates.  Outerwear must be 
removed in the school or classroom. Sweaters and sweatshirts that conform to district dress code colors (solid dark green, solid ash 

Country Place is on Facebook! 
@CountryPlace.Mustangs 

Visit our page for all upcoming 
events and see what are Leaders 
are up to. 

Health & Wellness      
  
Dear Parents,  

This is an announcement for all students who will be turning 11 years old. The 
Arizona Department of Health Services has required 1 dose of Tdap and 1 
dose of quadrivalent meningococcal vaccine when a student turns 11, re-
gardless of grade. The Health Office will be giving out letters to students 
and/or phone calls to parents for those students who become out-of-compliance. 
We understand the vaccine will not be given until after the students 11th birthday. 
Therefore, please plan ahead to schedule an appointment as your child will have 
30 days from their birthday to provide proof of immunizations. If no documentation 
is turned in to the Health Office, they will be sent home from school and can return 
once proof of documentation is provided. We appreciate your help and thank you 
for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

 

Children do better if they have Aces. Parents are the Ace of Hearts.  
They do the things that help a child be successful at school.  They 
provide food, clothing and encouragement.  They make sure students 
practice skills they need.  Ask your child who at school is an Ace for 
them.  Aces are the caring adults they can go to if they have a prob-

lem or need help.  All Children Are Capable 

of Success, No Exceptions! 
 


