
 

                                                                                    November 2019 

 Administrative Team 
Mr. D’Alessio, Principal --- Ms. Chapman, Asst. Principal --- Mr. Michael Laureano, Dean of Students 

As we continue into our second quarter of school, we are excited to announce that we are a “B” rated school. Collier 
earned this rating due to the ongoing hard work and academic growth of both our students and staff.   

With the holidays coming up, do not forget that only store bought food items may be brought into classrooms for 
celebrations.  Also, remember that cupcakes are not allowed for any events.  Cookies, donuts, brownies, etc. are 
good alternatives to cupcakes.  Non-food goodie bags for parties or events are a good alternative as well. 

Congratulations to our Collier Boys’ Basketball team and Girls’ Soccer team!  We are very proud of their efforts in the 
season that just ended.  Flag Football and Girl’s Softball seasons have begun!  Come out and support your Collier 
Coyotes!  Speaking of our sports teams, for the safety of everyone involved, all students attending sporting events 
must be accompanied by an adult.  Thank you for your help with keeping our sporting events a safe, fun activity for 
everyone involved. 

Also, we will begin collecting Box Tops in the month of November. Our goal this month to collect is $1000.00 to place 
toward a shade for our Kindergarten playground. Please have your children collect/clip Box Tops from hundreds of 
participating products and return to their homeroom teacher. If you would like to see our progress, you may sign up 
at boxtops4eduaction.com.  

As you may know, we are a Kids at Hope school and district. Kids at Hope is a framework designed to engage entire 
communities to support success for all children, No Exceptions! This is not a program we have adopted, but a belief 
system based on the following three universal truths:  

 
• Children succeed when they are surrounded by adults who believe they can succeed, no exceptions. 
• Children succeed when they have meaningful and sustainable relationships with caring adults. 
• Children succeed when they can articulate their future in four domains: 

Home and Family 
Education and Career 
Community and Service  
Hobbies and Recreation 

 

     Upcoming Events – November 
 
    4-8 Catalina Island Fieldtrip (7th Grade) 

11 NO SCHOOL-Veteran’s Day  
    12 Governing Board Meeting District  
    18-23 Butter Braids Fundraiser 
    20 Casual Coyote Dress Down $1.00 
    22 Thanksgiving Lunch (Café) 
    25-29 NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Break 
      
 

(Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook, “Follow” us on Twitter, and check the Collier website 
to stay current on Collier activities.) 
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Kindergarten  

Our kiddos had a great time celebrating the 50th day of school after we came back from Fall Break.  The 
100th day will be here before we know it!  During the month of November, we will be working on blending 
sounds into words and reading many sight words.  In math, we will be beginning addition.   

First Grade 

Your child's reading fluency will be assessed next month.  Students who are reading 24 or more words in a 

minute are considered to be "on grade level".  Your child's results will be shared with you once he/she has 

been assessed.  Please support your child at home by reading with them nightly. 

Second Grade 

November is full of new learning and exciting things!  In math, we will be adding and subtracting 

numbers up to 1000 with and without regrouping. We are so excited to start working with bigger 

numbers! Second grade will also be diving into some fun nonfiction texts in Reading. In Writing, we will 

be creating our own short stories! As a reminder, there is no school November 11th in observance of 

Veterans Day and Thanksgiving Break is November 25th – 29th.  

Third Grade 

This month, our students will be able to use multiplication strategies to solve for areas and perimeters of 
rectangular figures. In Reading, students will be comparing and contrasting two different types of texts 
to prepare for our district interims in December. Thank you for continuing to speak with your child about 
the importance of arriving to school on time. Happy November! 

Fourth Grade 

Happy November from 4th grade! We worked so hard with our Food Drive and collected over 600 cans! We 
are also doing amazing with point of view, factors, and water cycle! Our kiddos are having an amazing time in 
4th grade and striving for success! 

Fifth Grade 

In Math, we will be working on multiplying and dividing decimals.  We will be learning about the state and 

phases of matter in Science.  In Social Studies, we will be learning about the Articles of Confederation, 

creating the Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.  We will be working on identifying the main idea and theme 

in Reading. 

Sixth Grade 

 
We are in the full swing of quarter two! Sixth graders across the district have returned from their Friendly 
Pines fieldtrip. We will take the standards covered by hands on activities at Friendly Pines, such as force, 
motion as well as Ecosystems, and analyze these topics with a closer eye as well as hands on activities. In 

Math, students are working with ratios and will begin to explore Algebra. Students will be diving deeper into citing 
text evidence, main idea with supporting details, theme, informational text elements, as well as begin exploring 
arguments and claims. In Social Studies, students will dive into ancient realms.  
 
 

Seventh Grade 

Social Studies- We are finishing the American Revolution and moving on to the theories of government. 

Science- We are moving our way from the rock cycle into the movements of our planet. We are doing this 

by taking a closer look at fossils, geological time, the theory of Pangea, and plate tectonics. Students will 



also be starting a research project connecting plate tonic movements to natural disasters. Upcoming 

experiments include rock identification, layer study, fossil creation, Pangea model, and seismographs.  

Math- We are re-learning foundational skill for algebra along with the application of 7th grade arithmetic 

rules involving negatives. We are currently using properties of operations to add and subtract linear 

expressions. The process of re-writing expressions in multiple forms is proving to be challenging, but we are 

making progress through very complex concepts. 

ELA- Students have been working on the practice of annotating, reading Informational Texts and learning            

about a narrators Point of View. This week, students will be introduced to persuasive writing and point of 

view in a fun way; through writing real estate ads!  

*Students will be writing their own ad, trying to sell a haunted house. Students will be practicing their 

annotation skills by reviewing professional ads and determining what makes a good sales ad and then will 

write their own.  

Please be sure your student is logging into Quizlet from home to practice their vocabulary and  if they have any 

unfinished work during the week, I encourage them to take their laptops home to finish their Study Sync 

assignments. 

(Students who do not celebrate Halloween will be writing a standard sales ad) 

Eighth Grade 

Social Studies - Students have started a new online social studies curriculum called Edgenuity.  We will be exploring 

Citizen Rights and Responsibilities.  We will look at our US Constitution to understand the country we live in.  We will 

also continue our geography lessons by learning about the location of European countries. 

Science - Scientists in 8th grade will continue with the “Matter” unit.  We will learn the properties of 

elements, compounds, and mixtures.  The Periodic Table of Elements will be introduced this month, as 

well as Science Project expectations.   

Language Arts - This month we will be reading the novel The Boy in the Striped Pajamas as a class. We will also be 

learning about the history of World War II and The Holocaust and reading non-fiction texts. 

Math – We will be continuing our journey through geometry by studying how to find missing angles and side lengths 

on geometric figures as well as working with parallel and perpendicular lines.  This content will lead into our 

discussion of linear systems and functions.  

Specials 
 

Band – Band students are working hard to prepare for our Winter Concert on December 11th at 6:00 pm. 

Students are preparing a variety of classics such as Ode to Joy, a new variation of Dance of the Sugar Plum 

Fairy, and a fun jazz saxophone feature and many more. Everyone is welcome to attend!  

Music – Students in grades 4-8th grade are busy discovering percussion and the wonderful sounds of the 
ukulele! Kinders-Third graders are learning a variety of game-songs, folk songs, and the wonderful world of 
Solfege! Catch them singing "Do-Re-Mi" from the Sound of Music.  

Computers – In November, middle school students will use learning.com to learn how to use computer 
programs. Kindergarten to fifth grade students will use interactive educational websites (starfall.com, 
learning.com) to learn math, language arts and computer programs. 

http://learning.com/
http://learning.com/
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Art – Students will be exploring Adding and Subtracting features in their art.  The works of Dali, Matisse, and Calder 
will inspire us to create drawings, wire sculpture or collage! 

P.E. – K-2nd grade, students will be learning about movement concepts such as running, skipping, hopping, 

etc., as well as learn cooperative games with their classmates revolving around the aforementioned 

movement concepts. 3-8th grade students will be doing physical fitness testing as well as learning team sports such as 

Team Handball.  

E.P. – 4th and 5th graders learned how to add, subtract, multiply and divide using base systems other than 
our base 10 system. 7th and 8th graders are learning about social/emotional issues of gifted teens and 
have been participating in great class discussions. 2nd graders are researching and writing a report about 
an animal. 

 

Resource – Second quarter is flying by! We've been working on identifying all the ACES, or supportive 
adults, in our students lives. Supportive adults are crucial to our students' success! We're thankful for our 
students and their amazing families. Enjoy your break and have a Happy Thanksgiving!  

Tips and Tricks – Helping at Home 

As most of you know, Collier is proud to offer all 3rd – 8th grade students the use of Chromebooks.  In an 

effort to keep these devices in good working order, we do quarterly checks for damage.  If your child’s 

Chromebook has a problem, you will be receiving a paper describing the problem and the cost to be 

paid.  Fees should be paid with Ms. Grace in the front office.  We do make payment plans, if necessary.  If your 

students are taking their Chromebook home, please make sure it is protected in their backpack.  If your child does 

not already have one, we have some extra, soft cases for the devices.  Just ask your teacher and we can get your child 

a laptop sleeve. 

Here are the fees for damaged equipment: 

Missing Asset Tag $5 

Broken Keyboard $50 

Lost Power Cord $50 

Broken Case $70 

Cracked Screen $100 

Water Damage $100-$250 

Full Replacement $299-$499 

*Other damage will be assessed on a case by case basis 

 

Safety TIP 

Even though Arizona does not change its clocks, Daylight Savings Time ends November 3rd.  The days are 
getting shorter which means it starts to get dark earlier and stays dark longer.  Please make sure students 
do not come to school before 7:45am.  They cannot enter campus until 7:50 and there is no adult 
supervision outside the school before that time.  Let us keep our students safe! 

 

 



Medical Minute 

Parents: 

Cold and flu season is here, let’s work together to keep our kids/students healthy. 

1. Encourage frequent hand washing or use hand sanitizer. 
2. Please send 1-2 water bottles to school with your child every day. 

3. Drink  plenty of fluids and eat healthy meals.  
4. Get plenty of rest. 
5. Keep sick children home (as per District policy). 
6. Sick children will be sent home. 
7. Get all family members a flu shot, make sure all children are up-to-date on immunizations. 

 
If your child/student should need to take medication at school, call the Nurse’s office. Children are not allowed to 

bring medication to school (as per District policy). 

Parents of K-3rd graders, please continue to pack extra clothing in your child’s backpack. If your child has a “potty” 

accident and does not have extra clothing, it is your responsibility to bring them please.  

Sixth Grade Immunizations are now 11 year old Immunizations. So regardless, of when your child turns 11 years old 

they will be required to get a Meningitis and Tdap vaccination. The Nurse’s office will send you a reminder during the 

month of your child’s birthday. Failure to get your child immunized can result in your child being removed from 

school.                                          

November is: 

National Diabetes Awareness Month  

                *There are 27,000,000 million Americans with Type 2 Diabetes    

               *There are 3,000,000 million Americans with Type 1 Diabetes  

To learn more about Diabetes visit WWW2.jdrf.org or diabetes.org 

If you or a loved one has diabetes, make sure you see your doctor on a regular basis                                                             

National Family Caregivers Month 

      *Family caregivers assist with personal care, provide transportation, act as medical advocates, and offer emotional 

support for those who cannot live independently, and they do this while managing the demands of their personal lives, 

their jobs, and their families.                                                                           

                                    *Remember to take care of yourselves!!! 

Parents, let’s be more involved in our student’s day and learning. Instead of asking how was school/how was your 

day, try asking these questions to start a conversation. 

1. What made you smile today? 
2. Did you learn a new word today?  
3. Does everyone have a friend at recess? 
4. Who inspired you today? 
5. Did you help anyone today? 
6. What is something you saw that made you think? 
7. Who did you play with/talk to today? 
8. Did you feel safe today? 
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Let me know if these questions are helpful, and if so how, and I will keep them coming. 

Please feel free to call the Nurse’s Office any time, with any questions. 

Shirlene Gardner, LPN 

               

 

 PTA  

A HUGE thank you to all that were able to make it out to Trunk or Treat.   We had a fabulous time!   

PTSA will be hosting a Butter Braids fundraiser in November.  These make a wonderful holiday gift or 

breakfast dish for yourself.  They will be back before we go on break in December and we will be passing 

out samples before the fundraiser starts.  

Thank you for all of your continued support.   

Remember to find out all the up to date info by following us on Collier’s Facebook. 

Make Your Day Moment 

Every staff member holds students accountable to the same high standards regarding their behavior. If a student 
chooses not to meet this standard and interfere with the safety, well-being and learning of their peers, 
they are “choosing step.” Choosing step requires students to move to a quiet place in the room to reflect 
on their choices for a few minutes. The teacher will then conduct a private conference with the student 
focused on their prior behavior and if they are ready to rejoin their peers. Students are able to improve 
their behavior through reflection and create an environment where they understand how their actions 

impact the safety, learning and well-being of others and themselves.  

Kids at Hope – Food for Thought 

Kids at hope inspires, empowers and transforms schools and the surrounding community by 
creating an environment and culture where all children can experience success. 
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