
 

                                                                                                  February 2020 

 Administrative Team 
Mr. D’Alessio, Principal --- Ms. Chapman, Asst. Principal --- Mr. Laureano, Dean of Students 

February is Black History Month. Black History Month was 
created by twentieth-century historian Carter Woodson, who 
believed black Americans were not adequately represented in the 
study of American history. Carter Woodson hoped for the day 
when black history would be accepted as a part of American 
history. Formerly known as Negro History Week, Black History 

Month was officially declared by President Gerald Ford in 1976. 

Nursing Fact… Mary Mahoney became the first black woman to complete nurse's training in 1879. Mary Mahoney 
was born on May 7, 1845 (some sources say April 16), in Boston, Massachusetts. She was admitted to the nursing 
school of the New England Hospital for Women and Children, and became the first black woman to complete nurse's 
training in 1879. 

We work diligently to ensure that we are providing our students with a staff of highly qualified educators and support 
personnel who are 100% committed to your child. We pledge to provide a quality and rigorous learning environment 
for all our students that will provide them with continual growth and achievement at high levels. We will continue to 
provide opportunities for our families and community to become a part of our Kids at Hope school. As always, we 
highly value home/school communication. It is vital and plays an integral role in each student’s success. We want to 
encourage all our parents to stay informed regarding their child’s progress. 

 

     UPCOMING EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 

    6   Volleyball and Boys Soccer Photos- Cafeteria 3:15 PM 
    7   Spring Pictures/Class Photos- Library 
    10   Writing Assessment (Grades 3-8th) 
    11   Board Meeting-District 6 PM 
    14   Jamba Juice- $3 During Lunch 
    14 - 3/1  Math Interim (Kindergarten)  
    17    NO SCHOOL – Presidents’ Day 
    19- 3/22 AZELLA Annual Reassessment (Identified EL Students)  
    20  Kids at Hope Cultural Event Cafeteria 5:30 – 7 PM 
    24 – 28  ELA and Math Interims (Grades 1-8th )    
    26  Casual Coyote $1 Dress Down 
     
  

(Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, and check the Collier Web Site 
to stay current on Collier activities.) 
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Kindergarten  

Our kindergartners loved celebrating the 100th Day of School last month!  The year is just flying by.  

Please make sure to read to and/or with your child every night.  Reading to your child is the best 

homework you could ever do.  It helps their vocabulary and their fluency as well as the benefit they 

receive by just spending time with you.  You are their #1 role model!   

First Grade 

In math, we will be focusing on two-digit addition and subtraction. Students will use base ten blocks for 
support. As we work towards our end of year reading fluency goal of reading 47 or more words per 
minute, please continue to encourage your child to read to you (or together) at home. Thank you for 

your support! 

Second Grade 

This month in second grade, we will be growing our brains with three-digit subtraction with regrouping 
and beginning to focus on MONEY! Learning about money is a large concept of second grade, and a great 
way to practice at home is allowing your child to help you pay for items at the store! We will be covering 
money identification, and learning how to add money amounts! This is always a fun unit for our second 
graders, and we can’t wait to see how they grow!  

Third Grade 

February is going to be a very busy time in 3rd grade. Our ELL students are preparing to take the AZELLA. They are 

excited to show how much of the English language they have learned so far this year. In math, we are all 

beginning our exploration of fractions. In reading, we are still focusing heavily on using text evidence to 

answer comprehension questions. Be on the lookout for more information regarding our Kids At Hope 

Cultural Night. Third grade will be focused on Arizona’s Native American tribes. Spring Break is right around the 

corner, and then AZM2 assessments will begin. Please make sure your child is present every day so that they can be 

as prepared as possible.  

Fourth Grade 

Happy February! We are working on fractions and working hard on our writing in order to prepare for 
the district assessment on February 10th! Please make sure students come to school well rested on test 
day so they can perform their best! Thank you, 4th grade team 

Fifth Grade 

 This month, we will begin our Fraction Multiplication unit, where we will be multiplying fractions 
with whole numbers, fractions with fractions, as well as fractions with mixed numbers. In reading, 
we will be focusing heavily on text structure. We will be comparing, contrasting, and identifying 
cause and effect relationships within expository texts.  

Sixth Grade 

This month, we will begin our Fraction Multiplication unit, where we will be multiplying fractions with whole 
numbers, fractions with fractions, as well as fractions with mixed numbers. In reading, we will be 
focusing heavily on text structure. We will be comparing, contrasting, and identifying cause and effect 
relationships within expository texts.  

 



 

Seventh Grade 

Math – In mathematics, we are learning about percentage related ideas such as tax, tip, discounts, etc. These are all 
forms of markups or markdowns. Certain basic skills such as multiplication with parts (numbers to the 
right of a decimal point) are lacking and it would be good if they could practice those skills. Tutoring is 
on Thursday’s right after school. 

Science – After taking a break to complete science fair and volcanic research project. Seventh Grade is making moves 
away from abiotic systems to look at biotic systems, specifically those of animals a plants. We will do this by taking 
time to review the organelles that make up the functioning in both plants and animal cells. Once we have reviewed 
the specialized functions of organelles we will examine how cells become animals and plants. We will do this by 
exploring how cell builds tissue and tissue makes organs before taking time to research the different organ systems 
that make up the body. 

Social Studies - In Social Studies, we are moving on to the Industrial Revolution, then discussing the beginning of 

Imperialism and WWI. 

Language Arts – Students are working on breaking down the writing process, focusing on how to cite evidences and 
organizing their information. We’re also studying theme through poetry. 

Eighth Grade 

Social Studies -- This month, we will be examining the US Constitution in its entirety.  Students will explore how the 

Articles and Amendments apply to our lives today.  

Science –We will continue our inquiry process into the purpose of cell division, growth and repair, and 

reproduction.  We will also learn about genetics and how traits are passed from one generation to the 

next. 

Language Arts – We are continuing to read To Kill A Mockingbird in class, discussing themes and moral decision 
making. We are also practicing and preparing for district benchmarks at the end of the quarter. 

Math – Students will be solving systems of equations using substitution and elimination. I will also introduce 
functions and the graphs that help to identify relationships between variables. We will continue to practice and 
implement appropriate test taking strategies where applicable. This is a big month in 8th grade math! 

Specials 

Band -- 7th and 8th grade are beginning to explore sixteenth notes. 6th grade is working on dynamic contrast 

in Haydn's Surprise Symphony. 5th grade is beginning to play eighth notes in familiar tunes such as Skip To 

My Lou.  

Music – Music students in grades K-2 will be exploring the sounds and cool cats of Jazz followed by a study of 

music as a form of storytelling. Musicians in Grades 3 are focusing on music from the Modern Era with an 

exploration of John Williams and music technology. Grade 5-8 musicians are busy practicing the Ukulele and 

will have the opportunity to show off at the 3rd Annual Ukulele Showcase tentatively set for Thursday, March 5 at 

PM. Stay tuned for more info! 

Art – Art students are creating divided images using inspiration of Picasso, Mondrian and Klee.  Kinder 

students are creating texture kites, and animal portraits inspired by the Jungle theme of this March's 

Scholastic Book fair! 

 

P.E./Technology – For the 6th & 8th Grade Health & Wellness classes, students will be learning about 

consumer health, mental health, and overall health and wellness.  For Grades K-2, students will continue 

https://rfclipart.com/scheme-of-gender-dependency-from-chromosomes-heredity-of-genes-100352-vector-clipart.html


to learn about movement concepts and learning about general and personal space.   Grades 3-5, students will be 

learning about team sports such as floor hockey, basketball, and soccer.      

 

E.P. – Eight graders have been busy preparing for the Odyssey of the Mind competition at the end of 

February. They have developed a creative solution to a problem and are excited to compete. Third 

graders are learning about geometric shapes and cities and are in the process of creating a 3-D city of their own. Sixth 

graders have been working on developing a solution for someone with a need in the community. They will create a 

prototype of their solution using the 3-D printer. 

Resource – This month students are learning about Presidents’ Day. They will be taking time to learn about 
the holiday as well as learning more about who it is we celebrate on Presidents’ Day. Valentine’s Day will also 
be an area of study, learning the history of the day as well as kind things you can do not only on Valentine’s 

Day. Students continue to work to show growth on their yearly goals.  

Tips and Tricks – Helping at Home 

We have done a check of all student Chromebooks (grades 3-8).  Many students did not have their charger 
at school.  Please remind them to bring both their computer and charger to school every day.  If the 
charger is lost, a form was sent home notifying parents of the $50 replacement cost.  However, you are 
welcome to purchase a compatible charger, on your own, at a much lower cost.  If you purchase your 

own charger, please have the student take the charger to the library so we can verify it works and remove 
the charge from your student’s account.  Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Brittany Jimenez 
Student Achievement Coach 

Safety TIP 

It's hard to protect your child if you don't understand the problem with cyberbullying or see it 
happen. Parents need to be the ones their kids go to when something is wrong. However, parents 
are often the last ones to know about problems because their kids fear getting into more trouble. 

Here are practical tips to help parents and children prevent and stop cyberbullying. 

WHAT CAN PARENTS DO? 

• Keep the computer in a common area of the home. Do not allow it in your children's bedrooms. Monitor their 
online usage. 

• Learn how various social networking websites work. Become familiar with Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. Ask 
your children to show you their profile pages. 

• Talk regularly and specifically with your children about online issues. Let them know they can come to you for help 
if anything is inappropriate, upsetting, or dangerous. 

• Build trust with your children. Set time limits, explain your reasons for them, and discuss rules for online safety 
and Internet use. Ask your children to contribute to establishing the rules; then they'll be more inclined to follow 
them. 

• Tell your children not to respond to any cyberbullying threats or comments online. However, do not delete any of 
the messages. Instead, print out all the messages, including the e-mail addresses or online screen names of the 
cyberbully. You will need the messages to verify and prove there is cyberbullying. 

• Don't overreact by blaming your children. If they are being bullied, be supportive and understanding. Find out how 
long the bullying has been going on and ensure that you'll work together to find a solution. Let your children know 
they are not to blame for being bullied. 

• Talk to your school's guidance counselors so they can keep an eye out for bullying during the school day. 

• If there are threats of physical violence or the bullying continues to escalate, get law enforcement involved. 

http://www.parents.com/kids/problems/bullying/18-tips-to-stop-cyberbullying/ 

http://www.parents.com/kids/problems/bullying/
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Medical Minute 

Parents, again, thank you for keeping your children healthy and sick students at home. Please continue to call in and let 

the Front Office know if your child has the flu, strep throat, lice, pink eye, etc. so that we can 

take the necessary precautions. 

 

Cold and Flu season is still very much present and may last longer this year. Symptoms of the 

flu include: fever or feeling feverish/chills, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body aches, 

headaches, fatigue (tiredness), some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, although this is more common 

in children than adults. It’s important to remember that not everyone with flu will have a fever.  

Keep children (and yourselves) healthy by: 

1. Getting plenty of sleep         

 

                                                                                                                

2. Staying well hydrated, drink plenty of water 

a. You can become dehydrated even in the winter months          

3. Eat well balanced meals/snacks 

 

 

                                                                                      

4. Exercise 

5. Turn off the TV/cell phone 

 

 

6. Have family time 

 

Just a reminder for K-3 grade parents to send an extra set of clothing for you students in case they have a “potty” 

accident. It is not the schools responsibility to provide dry clothing for students. 

 

If your student needs to take medication during school hours, please see the Nurse. Do not send ANY medications to 

school with your students. 
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BUILDING CONVERSATIONS WITH YOUR CHILDREN: 

          Teach me something you learned at school at school today. 

            Rate your day on a scale of 1-10.            

            Did you learn any new words today? What do they mean? Can you spell them? 

            What kind of person were you today? 

            If I called your teacher tonight, what would he/she tell me about you? 

 

Shirlene Gardner, LPN 
School Nurse  

NO Bullying, Hatred or Gossip (BHG) Leadership Team 

January 21st some to the members (accompanied by Mr. Laureano) went to “Speak Up, Stand Up, Save 
Lives” conference at GCU. This month the team will start to visits classroom to discuss “Stop, Walk, Talk” 
with students. They will also work on preparing next month’s school wide project “Taking the Right 
Steps”. This is help all students engage in more positive talk about other at the school.   

Make Your Day Moment 

Teachers started the new semester by doing a “reboot” on MYD expectations the first day back. Lots of 
focused has been on remembering transitions and classroom expectations. Plus, recapping the importance 
of students actively and genuinely having concerns on themselves and with his or her peers. It is just one 
way for students to learn how to accept feedback and take ownership of their own action. 

PTA 

 

Collier Families,  

It's hard to believe 2020 is here and January is gone.  PTSA has nothing on the agenda for the month 

of February as we are working hard on activities for the first week in March.  March kicks off Read Across America or 

as most know it, Dr. Seuss's Birthday.  Be on the lookout for a flier closer to the end of the month for our spirit week 

March 2-6th.   

Here is a fun fact about PTA.  Arizona's PTA was founded in 1906 by Mrs. Emery Keyes while it was still a 

territory.  Arizona did not receive statehood until February 14, 1912.  So for over 114 years, parents like you and me 

have been working to make sure our children have what they need to be successful.   Thank you for your continued 

support. 

Casual Coyote will be on Wednesday, February 26th.   

 

 


