
 

 December2019 

 Administrative Team 
Mr. D’Alessio, Principal --- Ms. Chapman, Asst. Principal --- Mr. Laureano, Dean of Students 

Happy December!  I can’t believe 2018 is almost over! Be sure to look at the 
“Upcoming Events” section and mark your calendars.  We have some fun (and 
important) events happening in December that we would like to invite you to.  

 

Colder weather is coming and we would like to remind you of some items listed in the Student Handbook. 

• It is very important that students be on time to school each day. Students who get four or more 
tardies, may receive a step 4 parent conference. We have been meeting with students to provide 
warnings before step 4 is an option. 

• Outerwear must be removed once a student enters the building, unless it conforms to the district 
dress code. The approved outerwear must be solid dark green, ash gray, burgundy, black, or white. 
No logos, labels, colored stripes,etc. can show on the outerwear. 
 

Thank you again for your support of our community school. 

     UPCOMING EVENTS IN DECEMBER 

    2 Read Better Be Better Graduation (3rd Grade, Science Lab 3:45 PM) 
    2-13 Phonics Assessment MOY (1st-5th Grade)   
    2-13 Acadience Reading (Formerly Dibels MOY K - 5th Grade) 
    6 Musical Instrument Museum Fieldtrip (3rd Grade) 
    6 Arizona Science Center Fieldtrip (8th Grade) 
    7 NJHS- “Feed My Starving Children” Packing Session (8:45 AM – 11 AM Parent 

Transportation) 
    10 Governing Board Meeting (6 PM, District) 
    11 Winter Band Concert (6 PM, Cafeteria) 
    12 Santa Shop (5:30-7:30 PM, Cafeteria- More info to follow in flier) 
    13 Children’s Museum Fieldtrip (1st Grade) 
    16-20 ELA and Math Interims (1st-8th Grade) 
    17 Spelling Bee (9 AM, Library)  
    17 The Crayola Experience Fieldtrip (2nd Grade) 
    18-20 Early Release Days  
    18 $1 Casual Coyote Dress Down Day 
    19 Polar Express Day (Kindergarten Only, Pajamas- Coyote Expectations) 
    20 Ugly Christmas Sweater Day (Uniform Bottoms) 
    20 Second Quarter Ends  
    23-3 Winter Break- No School  
     

     
 

(Be sure to “Like” us on Facebook, follow us on Twitter, and check the Collier Web Site 
to stay current on Collier activities.) 

 

Collier 
Connection 

Collier Elementary 
350 S. 118th Avenue 

Avondale, AZ  85323 
School Ph. # 623.478.5900 

Attendance Line #623.478.5901 
Fax # 623.478.5920 
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Kindergarten  
The second quarter is coming to an end.  We will be ending the quarter with our quarterly math benchmark 
and our mid-year Acadience (Dibels) testing.  We will be continuing to work hard on blending sounds into 
words and addition this month.  Have a Fabulous December! 

First Grade 
As we work on becoming fluent readers this school year, your support is key.  Please set aside some time each 

evening for reading with your child.  As you and your child read, ask him/her questions about the text 
to support his/her comprehension.  Thank you for a wonderful first semester!  We are excited to 
continue our learning in the New Year. 

Second Grade 
In ELA, we have been working on informational test; asking and answering questions helps your student 
understand what they are reading.   In math, we are adding and subtracting 2-digit numbers with 
regrouping.   Do not be afraid to teach your student the “carrying & borrowing” ways we were taught 
when we were young.  Also, let them teach you the newer ways we add and subtract with base ten 

blocks, it is pretty cool!  Additionally, please spend time reading aloud together no matter the age.  Reading aloud is 
always beneficial. 

Third Grade 

Happy Holidays! In lieu of the season of giving, Collier is currently accepting donations for full-size 
self-care items (ex: Full-size shampoo, conditioner, and/or body wash) Just as a reminder, third grade 
will be going on a field trip December 6th, so have your students prepared on this day with walking 

shoes and their lunches. Thank you! Ms. Macias, Mrs. Medina, Ms. Catterall, Ms. Stifano 

Fourth Grade 
Fourth grade has been working on division and multiplication strategies as well as starting up fractions! We 
created a wax museum with our students for scientist research, which the kids loved! Have a great holiday and 

see you after break! 

Fifth Grade 
We are excited to continue and extend our learning this month! We will be starting our decimal division unit. We will 

focus on main idea and identifying key details within expository texts. For science, we will continue 
learning about matter. Students will be able to explore and showcase their knowledge through 

experiments and projects this month! For social studies, our students will be learning about the creation 
of a new government and the Constitution after the American Revolution. 

Sixth Grade 

Sixth grade is expanding their brains as we study plot, word meaning, and tone. Students will continue to 
explore ancient Rome. In math students are pushing themselves and are working on algebraic expressions. 
In science students will be roaring with excitement as they learn all about animals and their ecosystems. 

Seventh Grade 
Math–Hello parents, I appreciate your patience while I was out. The newest member of our family is healthy and 
happy. We will be reviewing the creation of equivalent expressions and making our way into Algebra. We have two 
full chapters of material to get through, but we will move as slowly as possible and review over the course of the 
school year to prepare them for eighth grade. 

Science–We are moving our way from the rock cycle into the movements of our planet. We are 
doing this by taking a closer look at fossils, geological time, the theory of Pangea, and plate 
tectonics. Students will also be starting a research project connecting plate tonic movements to 
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natural disasters. Upcoming experiments include rock identification, layer study, fossil creation, Pangea model, and 
seismographs. 

Social Studies–We will be discussing the scientific enlightenment, government and theories or government. 

Language Arts–We are focusing on the three different types of media. Students are learning how to identify these 
three types, as well as create group projects centered on each piece. We have also begun our novel, “U Limit” and 
sinking our teeth in “The Hunger Games”. We will be focusing on both the types of media used in the book, but also 
an in depth look at various characters 

Eighth Grade 

Science – 8th grade Scientists are continuing our unit on Matter and will be learning how to identify homogeneous or 
heterogeneous mixtures.  We will delve deeper into the understanding the Periodic Table and continue with the 

Science Project.   

Social Studies -- In history, students will focus on the effects of WWII and the events of the Cold War. 

Language Arts– In December, we will be focusing on two stories “Remarks in Memory of Victims of the 
Holocaust,” and “Dear Miss Breed.”  While reading these stories, we will practice utilizing the skills of 

informational text structure and media to analyze the stories and the reading comprehension strategy of 
summarizing.  We will continue to develop our argumentative essay and focus on learning how and when to use 
pronouns and adjectives. 

Math– As we move through our final days of 2019, students will be applying their knowledge of linear equations 
to solve problems of systems of equations.  We will learn a variety of methods to solve systems 

Specials 
Band–Band student are excited to show off all of their hard work at Collier's Winter Band Concert. Our 
winter concert is on Wednesday, December 11 at 6:00 pm in the cafeteria. Band students are to arrive at 
5:30 and wear black pants and a white top. The concert is open for all to attend. We look forward to seeing 

you there.  

Music–Students in grades 4-8th grade are busy discovering percussion and the wonderful sounds 
of the ukulele! Kinders-Third graders are learning a variety of game-songs, folk songs, and the 
wonderful world of Solfege! Catch them singing "Do-Re-Mi" from the Sound of Music.  

Art–Students will be exploring Adding and Subtracting features in their art.  The works of Dali, Matisse, and 
Calder will inspire us to create drawings, wire sculpture or collage! 

P.E.–3rd-8th Grade students will be doing physical fitness testing and as well as learning team sports such 
as Team Handball. K-2nd Grade, students will be learning about movement concepts such as running, 
skipping, hopping, etc., as well as learn cooperative games with their classmates revolving around the                

aforementioned movement concepts. 

E.P. –Second graders are writing a report about an animal they researched. Fourth graders are learning how 
to code in Blockly so they can program their Dash and Dot robots. Seventh graders are learning about 
physics and persuasive writing through roller coasters. They are in the process of creating paper roller 

coasters. Eighth graders are learning about financial literacy. 

Resource– This December we are continuing to work on our goals and report on our progress monitoring for 
a second time this year. Progress reports will be going home with report cards. We are learning about 
holidays around the world and making real life connections. 

 

 



Tips and Tricks – Helping at Home 
. 

 

 

This is a reminder that you can view your student’s grades using parentVUE.  Third through eighth grade students can 
also view their grades at any time through a link on the ChromeBook.  If you need your login information, you can get 
it in the front office.   

Brittany Jimenez 
Student Achievement Coach 

Safety TIP 

Students who become ill during the day must report to the health office. Students must be fever-free 
for 24 hours (temperature below 100 degrees without fever reducing medications) to return to school. 
This same rule applies to diarrhea and vomiting -- students must also be 24-hours diarrhea and vomit 
free before returning to school.  
 

In addition, adoctor’s note is required if your child is injured and will need any assistive devices (i.e. crutches, sling, 
brace, etc.), or if there is a change in the health care of the student. Failure to do so will require you to pick up your 
child from school. 

Medical Minute 
Season’s Greetings! 

Parents, Cold and Flu season and Strep throat are in full bloom at Collier. Keep sick children home. If your child was 
sent home by the Nurse because of fever or vomiting they are to stay home for 24 hours until the fever or vomiting is 
gone, without medication (please see the Student Handbook). If you send you sick child to school and he/she is still 
ill, you will be called to pick him/her up. It is, expected that you do so in a timely matter. 

When calling out your student due to illness, it is very important to tell us what the illness is, for example, the flu, 
strep throat, etc. 

Tips on keeping you and your child(ren) healthy: 

1. Stay well hydrated, drink plenty of water. Send 1-2 bottles of water with your child every day. 
2. Keep hands washed. Use hand sanitizer. Keep hands out of your mouth. 
3. Get plenty of rest, 8-10 of hours of sleep per night, depending on age. 
4. Eat healthy meals and snacks. Eat more fruits and vegetables. 
5. Make sure your children are caught up on their vaccinations. 
6. Get you and your child flu shots. 
7. Stay active. 
8. Stay away from those who are ill, and keep ill children away from others. 

It is our goal to keep students healthy and ready to learn! 

Please DO NOT send ANY medications prescription or over the counter (including cough drops) to school with your 
students, as this can be very dangerous for your child and other students. There are policy and procedures in place to 
keep our children safe. If you have any questions about medications please call the Nurse’s Office. 

Parents of students in grades K-3, please continue to pack an extra set of clothing in your child’s backpack every day. 
If your child has a potty accident, it is your responsibility to provide dry clothing for them. 



Questions to ask your children/students about school: 

1. What was the best thing you did at school? 

2. What did you read at school today?         
3. What made you laugh today? 
4. Were you a helper today? Whom did you help? 
5. What made you feel proud today? 

6. Is there anything on your mind that you would like to talk about?  

December is: 

 1 World AIDS Day  
2 Special Education Day 
National Safe Toys and Gifts Month 
Diversity Awareness Month 
Cancer Awareness Month 
22-30 Hanukkah 
25 Christmas 
26-Jan1 Kwanzaa 
31 New Year’s Eve 
 

From the Nurse’s Office: Happy Hanukkah, Feliz Navidad, Merry Christmas, Happy Kwanzaa or whatever Holiday you 
celebrate; wishing you a Happy and Safe holiday season enjoyed with family and friends! 

Nurse Shirlene 

Make Your Day Moment 
Make Your Day: Expectations- “DAILY BASICS” 

With the cooler weather, it’s time for a reminder about outerwear and jackets/coats.  Any outerwear 
may be worn to school and outside on the playground, however, only SOLIDburgundy, hunter green, 
light grey, black and/or white may be worn inside.  That means that if a student is not wearing one of 
the approved outerwear colors, they must take their jackets off in the classroom. If your student is cold 

in the classroom, please make sure he/she is wearing one of the approved, SOLID colored jackets, sweaters, or 
sweatshirts. 

Make Your Day Leadership Team 
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PTA 
PTSA is excited to announce that we will be hosting a Santa Shop on Thursday, December 12th 
from 5:30-7:30 in the cafeteria.  A flier will be coming home soon with more information.  

Don’t forget that if you ordered butter braids, they will be in on Monday, December 16th and will 
go home with your student on that day.  

Have a wonderful and safe break and thank you for your continued support.   

NO Bullying, Hatred or Gossip (BHG) Leadership Team 
Starting in November, Collier will be assembling a team of middle school student leaders to create and 
run activities focused on stopping bullying and promoting ways to treat all with respect and safety.   

October was Anti-Bullying month, being kicked off on October 1stwith a “dress in blue” to “STOMP OUT 
BULLYING!” All students and staff were given a blue “NO BULLY, NO HATE, NO GOSSIP!” wrist band, 
donated by Dignity Kids and ATA Martial Arts, to remind them of this goal. Teachers and students also 

participated in anti-bullying class activities during the month. The fight against bullying and hatred will continue! We 
are going to do some great things all year long!  


