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Estrella Vista STEM Academy 

 
Inspirer of the Month ~ Congratulations to Ms. Megan Crawford, 2nd grade teacher, for excelling as the 
November Inspirer of the Month.  Ms. Crawford is well deserving of this award in demonstrating our values on a 
consistent basis.  Ms. Crawford not only teaches our 2nd grade students whom perform at high levels in 
achievement, but also works as a teacher leader in multiple capacities at Estrella Vista.  Some of the leadership 
roles she has taken on over the past two years include; CST coordinator, Softball Coach, Sunshine committee 
leader and serves on our PTSA just to name a few.  Ms. Crawford also works to support teachers who need 
assistance planning for interventions. Congratulations to Ms. Megan Crawford for receiving the November 
Teacher of the Month Award!  We are so fortunate to have you as a part of the Estrella Vista family! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Estrella Vista Excels During Parent/Teacher Student Led Conferences~ Way to go Hawks for your ability to 
get a total of 84% of our parents to face to face student led conferences during our Fall Parent/Teacher 
Conferences!  We are so proud of the Dedication and Collaboration our teachers and staff have to promote high 
student achievement 
 
A special shout out to Dr. Nicole Durazo and Ms. Amanda Hicks for 
being duct taped to the wall. The school and community was buzzing 
with excitement the entire night!  It was amazing to see the parent and 
community involvement and the amount of teacher and staff support. 
The event was such a success that it raised almost $3,000 that will 
generate back into the learning here at Estrella Vista! A sincere thank 
you to all of the staff and students who worked diligently to make this 
event possible! 
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                         Estrella Vista STEM Academy               continued 

 
Fiesta Bowl Grant~ Congratulations to Ms. Alyssa Nelson, who was awarded the Fiesta Bowl Charities Grant of 

$5,000 for her classroom. She hopes to use this money 
to transform her classroom with more flexible seating 
options and an environment that provides more 
materials for STEM projects and online resources. She 
hopes this money will benefit the success of her 
students in order to give them a space they feel 
confident about their academic success.  Ms. Nelson 
hopes to also use this money to give back to the Kids At 
Hope Committee and the Junior Pom Pom Squad. The 
Kids at Hope committee can use this money to carry out 
events for families throughout the school year and the 
Junior Pom Pom Squad can receive more materials to 
improve their performances such as mats and tumbling 

equipment. This money is an opportunity to give students an opportunity to utilize a variety of materials in order 
to be successful in all areas of their career.  
 
Kids at Hope Week~ Kids at Hope week went off with flying colors. Thanks to Mr. Antonio Bryant and  
Mr. Jason Mierczynski for coordinating the events for the week. As the doors opened Tuesday morning, all their 
amazing teachers, who were cheering them on to a successful week of school, greeted students with a Tunnel of 
Hope. On Tuesday, we also wore our camo, wrote letters to soldiers, and reflected on the many ways to give back 
to our community for Community and Service Day. Wednesday we celebrated Hobbies and Recreation Day by 
participating in different games and activities with our color teams throughout the school. There were many 
different activities inside and outside of the school. The students and staff showed their support by wearing their 
class colors! It was a bright and joyous day for all. On Thursday, the school dressed up to represent their alma 
mater or future college choices for College and Career Day. ASU was a big hit that day, but everyone was proud to 
represent their colleges and carry on conversations of the importance of education in the future. Last, but not least, 
Friday we celebrated our school, Estrella Vista, and everyone was welcome to deck out in their blue and gold best. 
While all this was happening, Mr. Bryant and Ms. Alyssa Nelson had the opportunity to take 6 middle school 
students to the Time Travelers Summit where they got to time travel, learn new activities to take back to their 
home school and meet some friends from other schools that they shared their interests with as well. The Time 
Travelers Summit was a big hit and the students who attended are excited to bring back new material into the 
classrooms for Kids at Hope. Estrella Vista had a successful Kids At Hope week and we can’t wait to continue 
watching our Time Travelers continue to soar!  
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                            Estrella Vista STEM Academy              continued 
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                               Estrella Vista STEM Academy           continued 

 
Explore Learning Grant ~ Congratulations to Mrs. Cynthia Landis on being awarded a $1500 one time, year- 
long grant through Explore Learning for a math program called Reflex. Reflex is an adaptive and individualized 
program. Reflex is the most effective system for mastering basic facts in addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division for grades 2+. Mrs. Landis’ class will be using Reflex to help them master their multiplication facts.  
 
Girls Soccer Team Recognized at Governing Board Meeting ~ The Estrella Vista girls’ soccer team was honored 
at the Governing Board meeting for winning the league championship. Ms. Delisa Perez was recognized as the 
Athlete of the Season. Ms. Jesse Reyes had the opportunity to speak about the season and to honor  
Coach Heather Began. Thank you for all your hard work and dedication. We are so proud of all of you! 
 

 
 
Kids at Hope Canned Food Drive ~ This month the Kids at Hope committee held a food drive from November 
4th – 15th. The teachers had a competition amongst their hallways to see 
who can bring in the most non-perishable items. It was the battle of the 
can food drive with all the proceeds going to St. Mary’s Food Bank.  
Ms. Chantelle Ottens competitive nature gave her the edge, with her 
class donating a total of 440 items. Her class won a class pizza party.   
Mrs. Jacquelyn Robinson came in second with 219 items donated and 
Ms. Ashley Chapman with 205 items donated. The classes with over 150 
items donated were Ms. Michelle Pitters, Mrs. Sandra Gallegos,  
Mrs. Irma Ochoa, and Mrs. Lori Bowden. We would like to congratulate 
all students and staff who participated. With their contribution as a 
school, we donated 3,162 items to the St. Mary’s food bank to help families 
in need for the holidays. Thank you to the Kids at Hope committee for all 
their hard work to make the food drive a huge success. 
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Littleton STEM Academy 

At Littleton STEM Academy, we KNOW the significance of celebrating along our learning journey as well as 
supporting students’ social-emotional learning (SEL). On September 19, our Kindergarten students and teachers 
shared their celebration of emergent literacy through an Alphabet Parade. In turn, we embraced their celebration 
and the opportunity to support our youngest learners’ social-emotional learning. We, as a collective learning 
community, are committed to creating an active, engaging learning environment that promotes a life-long love of 
learning AND reading!   

 
The Littleton STEM Academy Makerspace is growing and we continue to 
discover more positive outcomes from this project! As we strive for optimal 
growth and development in each of our students, Ms. Maria Gutierrez 
(our Librarian), embraces the opportunity to partner with classroom 
teachers to support students’ social-emotional ability to learn. According 
to the Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence (2012), this is especially 
important for children of trauma or adverse childhood experiences, as well 
as children navigating new experiences such as new siblings or family 
members. We KNOW social-emotional learning (SEL) is critical - not only 
for academic success but also life-long success! 
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                            Littleton STEM Academy             continued 

The September 14th Littleton Stem Academy PTA’s Peter Piper Pizza Family Night was a success! Our school community 
participation was outstanding. Besides raising funds for our school, we were given an awesome opportunity to build and 
foster trusting relationships that support the optimal success of our students and families. Our students, parents, and staff 
cheered, laughed and of course, took pictures as our Principal, Mr. Jim Verrill, participated in the ice cream eating contest 
not once, but twice! He was a fierce competitor for the students and they loved it!  
 
 


