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Estrella Vista STEM Academy 

Growing Into Who We Are Meant To Be! 
Inspirer of the Month~ Estrella Vista staff and students would like to celebrate Mrs. Michelle Gonzales, 
Librarian, for being recognized as Estrella Vista Inspirer of the Month for the month of December. Some of the 
great nomination statements made from students and staff about Mrs. Gonzales included: “Mrs. Gonzales 
establishes TRUST by always doing what she says she will”; “Mrs. Gonzales RESPECTS all students and staff 
and works to build strong relationships with students.”; “Mrs. Gonzales demonstrates INTEGRITY by always 
helping others and is always fair. “Mrs. Gonzales COLLABORATES with staff and students to accomplish 
anything that needs to be done for our school and for the students, and “Mrs. Gonzales is DEDICATED to our 
students”. Mrs. Gonzales goes above and beyond and always has a smile on her face.  Thank you Mrs. Gonzales 
and congratulations on this achievement! 
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                            Estrella Vista STEM Academy                continued 

Estrella Vista Junior Poms Participate in the Glow on Monroe 
Parade~ Estrella Vista’s pom-pom cheer squad had the opportunity to 
perform in the Glow on Monroe parade on Saturday, December 14th in 
Buckeye, Arizona. They performed some of their school cheers and 
brought our Hawks spirit to the neighborhood. This opportunity gave 
them the experience to perform in front of their community and gained 
confidence in show casing their talents. There was stunts, lots of 
walking and applauding from the crowd who was watching. A special 
thank you to Mrs. Imelda Gomez for making the beautiful tutu’s,        
Ms. Laura Montano for providing the lights, and to the coaches            
Ms. Rebekah Smith, Ms. Daisy Sandoval Ms. Alyssa Nelson,              
Mr. Bryant and Ms. Vliek for all the dedication and hard-work you put 
into making these vicarious experiences happen for the young ladies. 
 
Softball Wins the Championship and Flag Football Takes Second~ 
Congratulations to the softball team on becoming league champions and 
their coaches Ms. Megan Crawford and Ms. Rosie Fleeman. And congratulations to our flag football team for 
taking second, along with their coaches Mr. Rigoberto Gamez and Mr. Bronson Goodsell. It was great to watch 
the hard work and dedication from our athletes be rewarded. Also a special thank you to our fabulous cheerleaders 
and their coach Mr. Antonio Bryant and Ms. Rachel Vliek. 
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                                  Estrella Vista STEM Academy                 continued 

Winter Band Concert ~ On December 5th, the beginner band and 6th-8th grade bands performed their first concert 
of the school year.  Both bands performed at an extremely high musical level.  The beginning band played songs 
that used up to 4 notes, which is incredibly impressive for students that just began learning their instrument at 
the beginning of the year.  The 6th-8th grade band performed works by famous composer Beethoven and other 
holiday favorites!  We are looking forward to our next concert on May 7th! A special thank you to  
Mr. Joseph Mansfield for all his hard work to make the band concert a huge success!! 

Talent Show ~ December 12th was a 
special day for Estrella Vista. We were able to time travel into 
individuals’ futures and show case their talents. EV had their annual 
talent show which included singing and dancing and was run by 
student ambassadors from the Kids at Hope Committee. There were 
two shows throughout the day, during the day time show students 
will able to perform for their classmates and friends and in the evening 
we invited families to watch the magic happen. We appreciate all the 
support we received from our ACES and friends and without them it 
would not have been possible. As the Kids at Hope Committee we 
were happy with the success of the performance and can’t wait to see 
what the rest of the year holds.  
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                          Estrella Vista STEM Academy             continued 

Lego League Tournament ~ On Saturday, December 7th, 2019, our EVSA Robotics team had the opportunity to 
participate in the Arizona FIRST LEGO League. FIRST LEGO League is an exciting and fun global robotics 
program, designed to ignite an enthusiasm for discovery of the basic principles of science, technology, engineering, 
arts, and math (STEAM) in children, ages 9 to 14. This program creates a call to action for children in the state of 
Arizona to take risks and think big in order to create innovative solutions for everyday problems in our 
communities. Together with the partnership of Arizona State University, they create an inclusive program and life 
changing experience for our students and their futures. 
 
EVSA team consists of 7th and 8th graders, Exploring Potential Students. Rain, Emmanuel, Diego, Garry, Juan, 
Jasmine, Jason, Jaden, Alexia, Danielle, and Scott, have been working really hard since 1st quarter to be able to 
participate in this event. The two coaches are Mrs. Adriana Amavisca, k-8 Exploring Potential teacher, and          
Ms. Karla Encinas, 1st grade teacher. Parents were very supportive and they joined us the day of the competition, 
as well as our Principal, Dr. Nicole Durazo and Ms. Victoria Camarillo. The tournament took place at Carl 
Hayden Community High School from 7:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
 
The tournament has 3 components: An innovation project, in which the team has to identify a problem in their 
community and present an innovative solution to it. A robot game, where the team has to design, build, and 
program a LEGO robot to complete missions. Finally a team presentation where the team shows how they applied 
the 6 Core Values of this event during the process: Discovery, Innovation, Impact, Inclusion, Teamwork, and Fun. 
During all these 3 participations, the teams are evaluated and interviewed by judges. No other adults are allowed 
to be present. 
 
The Robot game matches were scheduled after lunch. During the first round, our team did a great job making 15th 
place out of 32 teams. During the second round, we experienced some technical difficulties and went down to 
place 17th. During the third round, things didn’t go very well, which placed us 20th out of 32.  
 
Overall, our experience was fantastic and all the hard work, challenges, and dedication were worth it. Our 
students had the opportunity to learn about the Engineering Design Process, find solutions to real world problems, 
design, build, code and program a robot to perform specific tasks, but most of all the experience gained during the 
learning process, the hard work, trial and error, perseverance, team work, and the core values, are invaluable 
lessons that will stay forever in our students’ lives and will help build the foundation for their future. 
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                          Estrella Vista STEM Academy               continued 

EVSA Robotics Team 
 
Spelling Bee ~ Arduous, A-R-D-U-O-U-S, 
an adjective coming from the Latin word 
Arduus, meaning requiring great exertion; 
laborious; difficult. That is what each of 
the participants in the 2019 Estrella Vista 
STEM Academy that took place on 
Tuesday December 17th for our Bee went 
through. They exerted themselves and 
worked really hard to get to the School 
Bee. Spelling in front of your class and then 
a large audience can be difficult, but 
because of their laborious hard work, we 
had the longest Spelling Bee yet, 
consisting of over 30 rounds. Our second 
place winner is Roy Salazar from                
Ms. Rosie Fleeman’s 6th grade class. Our 
Champion is Parker Nguyen, who is a 7th 
grader. He will go on to compete and 
represent EV at the District Level Spelling 
Bee on January 16th. 
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Littleton STEM Academy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Is there a better way to end a great quarter than with some hot cocoa 
and cider?  On December 19th and 20th,          Ms. Savannah Meredith’s 
(resource) and Ms. Kristin Hong’s (SLP) K-4 social language groups 
opened the doors to the 2nd annual Holiday Restaurant.  The social 
groups consisted of students in the general education, resource, and 
cross-categorical self-contained program.  This collaborative group 
has worked to help students address a variety of their pragmatic 
language, social emotional, and behavior goals.  Over the quarter, these EXCEPTIONAL students gathered once a 
week to plan and practice their roles as greeters, waiters, and chefs to their teachers and staff.  They also had the 
opportunity to serve a celebrity patron – Dr. Roger Freeman! We are so proud of how our students showcased 
their progress improving their social behavior and communication! 

 
Our Littleton STEM Academy first semester Read Better 
Be Better Leaders and Readers graduated on December 
2nd. Parents, LNES staff and students celebrated with 
stories and refreshments. Each of the Leaders and 
Readers earned certificates and were awarded books. 
Our next group of Leaders and Readers begin their 
reading journey on Wednesday, January 15th.  
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                               Littleton STEM Academy                 continued 

Our Littleton STEM Academy Gardening Club celebrated their first harvest in December. The community garden 
is flourishing and the students are growing several vegetables including radishes, carrots, beans, squash, and 

lettuce! All vegetables harvested go home with our Firebirds to share with their families 😊  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

La Joya Community High School and West Point High School 
visited LNES on Monday, December 2nd. The La Joya Student 
Council panel answered questions and shared experiences/advice with our 8th grade students. Guidance 
Counselors and Teachers presented information on required and elective classes. On Tuesday, December 3rd, staff 
from both La Joya and West Point hosted a Parent Information and Registration event on the Littleton STEM 
Academy campus – it was a full house!  

 


