
Advent is a journey toward the horizon of hope
Scripture/Prayers for Reflection

Jeremiah 17:5-8 -- Thus says the LORD: Cursed is the man who trusts in human beings, who makes

flesh his strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD. He is like a barren bush in the wasteland

that enjoys no change of season, but stands in lava beds in the wilderness, a land, salty and

uninhabited.  Blessed are those who trust in the LORD; the LORD will be their trust. They are like a tree

planted beside the waters that stretches out its roots to the stream: It does not fear heat when it

comes, its leaves stay green; In the year of drought it shows no distress, but still produces fruit.

Rom. 5:1-5 -- Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access [by faith] to this grace in which we stand,

and we boast in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we even boast of our afflictions, knowing

that affliction produces endurance, and endurance, proven character, and proven character, hope,

and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through

the holy Spirit that has been given to us.

Eph. 2:13-22 -- But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have become near by the blood of

Christ.  For he is our peace, he who made both one and broke down the dividing wall of enmity,

through his flesh, abolishing the law with its commandments and legal claims, that he might create

in himself one new person in place of the two, thus establishing peace, and might reconcile both with

God, in one body, through the cross, putting that enmity to death by it.  He came and preached peace

to you who were far off and peace to those who were near, for through him we both have access in

one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens

with the holy ones and members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles

and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the capstone. Through him the whole structure is held

together and grows into a temple sacred in the Lord; in him you also are being built together into a

dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Romans 15:7-13 -- We who are strong ought to put up with the failings of the weak and not to please

ourselves; let each of us please our neighbor for the good, for building up.  For Christ did not please

himself; but, as it is written, “The insults of those who insult you fall upon me.” For whatever was

written previously was written for our instruction, that by endurance and by the encouragement of the

scriptures we might have hope. May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to think in

harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may with one voice

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. God’s Fidelity and Mercy. Welcome one another,

then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God. For I say that Christ became a minister of the

circumcised to show God’s truthfulness, to confirm the promises to the patriarchs, but so that the

Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: “Therefore, I will praise you among the Gentiles

and sing praises to your name.” And again, it says: “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people.” And again:

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him.” And again, Isaiah says: “The root of

Jesse shall come, raised up to rule the Gentiles; in him shall the Gentiles hope.” May the God of hope

fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the holy

Spirit.
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Romans 8:18-25 -- I consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared

with the glory to be revealed for us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation

of the children of God; for creation was made subject to futility, not of its own accord but

because of the one who subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be set free from

slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of God. We know that

all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now; and not only that, but we ourselves, who

have the first fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the

redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that sees for itself is not

hope. For who hopes for what one sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait with

endurance. 

“All shall be well, and all shall be well. And thou shalt see thyself that all matter of things shall

be well.” (Julian of Norwich)

Nada te turbenada te espante. 

Todo se pasa. 

Dios nose muda.

La paciencia todo alcanza.

Quien a Dios tiene nada le falta.

Solo Dios basta.

- St. Teresa of Avila

Let nothing disturb you, Let nothing

frighten you, All things are passing. God

never changes. Patience obtains all things.

Whoever has God lacks nothing.

God alone suffices.


