
 

2020-2021 RHS Clubs  

*Always check with the advisor to make sure meeting times are correct. 

*Please note that this list is subject to change 
 
Anyone Can Code 
What/Mission: This club gives all students, regardless of skill level in math or science, the chance to 
learn the elements of computer science.  The club strives to encourage an inclusive environment to 
make STEM experiences open to all students. 
When: Every Friday from 2:30 - 4:00  
Advisor: Mr. Anton santon@ridgefieldps.net 
 
 
The American Sign Language Club 
What/Mission: The ASL club creates a pressure-free, non-competitive environment for students to 
learn a new language. The club strives to promote awareness and understanding of the deaf 
community. Through obtaining new communication skills, members will experience a new culture of 
visual linguistics.   
When: Every Friday 3:00 - 4:00PM  
Advisor: Ms. Silvestri dsilvestri@ridgefieldps.net 
 
 
Art & Media Club 
What/Mission: Students interested in photography, film, drawing & painting, fashion design and/or 
other creative endeavors can work on individual projects or collaborate with peers. Meet other 
students interested in Art & Media! 
When: Mondays after school 
Advisor: Mr. Kovalsky bkovalsky@ridgefieldps.net 

 

Astronomy Club 
What/Mission: Many RHS students have an interest in Astronomy. This club further develops that 
passion and interest. The club listens to and views lectures about Astronomy as well as schedules 
viewings of the stars. 
When:  Wednesdays after school  
Advisor: Mr. Condosta jcondosta@ridgefieldps.net  

 

Career Club 
What/Mission: This club will research and discuss various careers, gaining an understanding of the 
multitude of opportunities that are available and the various paths available to pursue.  
When: Every Monday at 3:30 
Advisor: Ms. Boutilier pboutilier@ridgefieldps.net  
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Chess Team 
What/Mission:  Members of the RHS Chess Club play chess in order to practice skills and gain 
valuable experience.  Tournaments help increase the seriousness of this goal, although having fun 
and boosting self confidence are also important to club members. The club is open to players of all 
levels.  There is something for everybody, whether long games, rapid, blitz, or bughouse.  RHS 
Chess Club is a member of the Danbury Area Scholastic Chess Club (DASCL).  
When: Every Monday after school 
Advisor: Mr. Portal hportal@ridgefieldps.net  

 
Classics Club 
What/Mission:The Classics Club is a place for exploration that centers on the study of ancient 
Greece and Rome.  The club will study texts, complete projects, watch films, and discuss the impact 
of these cultures throughout history. 
When: Fridays from 4:30 - 5:50 
Advisor: Ms. Utsogn jutsogn@ridgefieldps.net 

  

Clothing Global 
What/Mission:The Clothing Global Club is open for anybody who may be interested in the different aspects 
of the clothing industry. This club will incorporate sustainability, fashion shows, illustrations, and construction 
such as sewing in order to develop a well-rounded and global perspective on the vast industry.  
When: Every Monday at 3:30  
Advisor: Ms. Lester alester@ridgefieldps.net 
 
 

The Company 
What/Mission: The Company is a creative and collaborative group that supports all the theatrical 
performances at the high school. It is a club dedicated to all aspects of the arts: acting, singing, 
dance, visual art, film, directing, and technical theatre. The students work together to create original 
works that are showcased twice a year. 
When:  Every Monday at 4:30 
Advisor: Ms. Cox scox@ridgefieldps.net  
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Debate Team 
What/Mission: The mission of the Debate Team is to study the art of spoken rhetoric, public 
presentation, compose cohesive arguments, and produce students who are self-confident, 
high-reaching, and more aware of the world around us. Verbal communication is the primary form of 
human interaction, and the ability to present and persuade through speech is a crucial skill in any real 
life scenario. We compete in state and national debate tournaments to put into practice the skills we 
learn within the team. We foster an atmosphere of respect, trust, and academic curiosity where 
students can learn to communicate their ideas clearly and passionately. 
When: Every Monday 2:30 - 3:30 
Advisor:  Mr. Horvath ahorvath@ridgefieldps.net 

 

DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America) 
What/Mission: DECA prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs in marketing, finance, hospitality 
and management in high schools and colleges around the globe. 
When:   Every other Monday after school 
Advisor:  Mr. Brown kbrown@ridgefieldps.net 

 

Diversity Book Club 
What/Mission: This club will focus on reading and discussing books from BIPOC authors as a way to 
educate the group about varied experiences through open dialogue about race and identity. 
When:  Mondays after school 
Advisor:  Ms. Sollitto msollitto@ridgefieldps.net 

 

Economics Challenges [aka-There's No Such Thing As A Free Lunch]  
What/Mission: Euro Challenge, Adam Smith, David Ricardo Competitions, and Harvard Economic 
Challenge. 
When: Every Monday after school 
Advisors: Ms. Karlan  ekarlan@ridgefieldps.net and Mr. Seltz sseltz@ridgefieldps.net  

 

Environmental Sustainability/Garden Club  
What/Mission: This club is devoted to making RHS more sustainable and eco-friendly. We spend our 
time taking care of the RHS garden, an aquaponics system, learning about environmental issues, and 
raising awareness.  This year we will try to start a more efficient recycling and composting system at 
the school! Join and make a difference. 
When: Every Wednesday from 2:15 - 2:45 
Advisor: Mr. Anderson sanderson@ridgefieldps.net 
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FCCLA (Family, Career and Community Leaders of America) 
What/Mission: There is currently no other cooking or baking club in this school. FCCLA will allow 
students who have an interest in cooking to explore the world of culinary and to compete in state 
competitions.The club will promote growth and leadership through Family and Consumer Sciences 
education including fashion, interior design, and child development. 
When: Every Monday after school  
Advisor:  Ms. Kelly mkelly@ridgefieldps.net 

 
Future Business Leaders of America (FBLA) 
What/Mission: The Future Business Leaders of America's mission is to prepare students for 
successful careers in business through support for curriculum development and innovative 
assessment tools. 
When: Alternate Wednesdays after school  
Advisor: Ms. Predham kpredham@ridgefieldps.net  
 
Future Medical Professionals 
What/Mission:There are many students in the RHS community who want to pursue a career in the 
medical field, and this club benefits them by giving them a better understanding of what life is like as 
a medical professional. This club helps its members gain knowledge about medical school, 
internships, hands-on experience, and first-hand information from medical professionals in the field 
right now.   
When: Every Wednesday after school  
Advisor: Ms. Lohse  blohse@ridgefieldps.net 
 
 
Gaming/eSports  
What/Mission: This club will promote teamwork and collaboration through a common interest in 
video games.  The club will discuss strategies for improving skills and run tournaments or other 
competitions. 
When: Every Wednesday after school 
Advisor: Ms. Kelly  mkelly@ridgefieldps.net 
 
 

Geography Club   
What/Mission:The Geography Club competes every year at the Connecticut Geography Challenge 
against other Connecticut teams. Based on the provided theme, students work collaboratively to 
prepare in order to later compete in various tasks during the event. Tasks include mapping, trivia, 
GIS, etc. 
When: Various Wednesdays after school  
Advisor: Ms. Stewart  estewart@ridgefieldps.net  
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GSA - Gay Straight Alliance 
What/Mission:  The GSA promotes schoolwide and community understanding of LGBT issues, 
works on strategies for improving school climate regarding name-calling, bullying, and harassment of 
LGBT students, their families, and their allies, and provides a safe environment for investigating, 
discussing, and supporting LGBT concerns. 
When:  Every Wednesday after school  
Advisor: Ms. Gorski agorski@ridgefieldps.net  

Investment and Innovation 
What/Mission:  Throughout the school year, members will participate in stock market simulations 
using a virtual platform. During meetings, students discuss the investing simulation, have group 
discussions about  topics relating to investments or innovation, and host guest speakers. 
When: Every other Monday at 7:30pm  
Advisor: Mr. Peterkin jpeterkin@ridgefieldps.net 

Interact Club 
What/Mission: The purpose of the Interact Club is to raise awareness within the Ridgefield High 
School community and the Ridgefield community at large about issues that concern human rights and 
people in need.   Our international community service projects have helped people in countries 
plagued by famine, disease, genocide, gender discrimination, and civil war.  Not only do we help 
those overseas, but those in our own country as well. Through fundraisers and other acts of charity 
we have aided countries such as India, Africa, Pakistan and in the United States. Additionally, we put 
on programs to educate high school students, staff, and community members on issues surrounding 
violations of human rights such as the Holocaust Genocide Assembly for all sophomores.  Our efforts 
are aimed at teaching students that they are a part of a global community of humanity and that they 
can make a difference to make a better world. 
When: Every Monday after school  
Advisor: Ms. Rampolla erampolla@ridgefieldps.net 

 

Key Club 
What/Mission:  Key Club is the oldest and largest service program for high school students across 
the country. Our Key Club is assisted by the Kiwanis Club of Greater Danbury.  We are a student-led 
organization that teaches leadership and responsibility through service to others in our local, national 
and international community. We network with other area Key Clubs to share ideas and develop 
leadership skills.  
When: Every Wednesday from 3:00 - 3:45 
Advisor: Ms. Reyes  nreyes@ridgefieldps.net  

 
The Knitting Knook 
What/Mission:  This club provides a place for members to come after school to relax and learn the 
joys of knitting.   This club fosters innovation through creation of knitted products that will be donated 
to the Women's Center in Danbury. 
When: Two Tuesdays per month  
Advisors: Ms. DeJulio jdejulio@ridgefieldps.net and Ms. Smith asmith@ridgfieldps.net 
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Literary (LIT) Club 
What/Mission: The Lit Club is a fun group of students who love to read and discuss all forms of 
literature - novels, short stories, poetry, plays, etc. and occasionally watch movies that grow out of 
literature. 
When: Every Friday from 2:15 - 2:45 
Advisor: Ms. Henderson jhenderson@ridgefieldps.net 

  
Lodestar 
What/Mission: Lodestar is RHS' literary/art magazine. The club and its members seek to encourage 
students' growth as writers and artists through the collection, critique, and compilation of high-quality 
art and literature created by RHS students. At the end of each school year, select pieces are 
published in Lodestar's eponymously titled magazine.  
When: Meetings are Tuesday nights from 6:00 - 8:00 
Advisors: Ms. Ceresa tceresa@ridgefieldps.net  and Mr. Higgins khiggins@ridgefieldps.net ;  
rhslodestar@gmail.com  
 

Madrigals 
What/Mission: Madrigals is an a capella group devoted primarily to classical vocal music without 
instruments.  There will be one to two rehearsals every week depending on preparation needs and 
upcoming performances.  This club requires auditions. 
When: Every Monday 7:00 - 8:30  
Advisor: Mr. Haines  kevin.haines@ridgefieldps.net  

 

Math Team 
What/Mission: The RHS Math Team promotes awareness of the beauty of math and competes in the 
Fairfield County Math League. 
When:  Meeting Time is 3:00 - 4:00 virtually. Please email Mr. Bearse or Mr. Corbishley to get the 
Google Meet link. Meetings begin at the start of the school year and go until the end of April.  The 
leading schools in the Fairfield County Math League are invited to attend the Connecticut State meet 
and may progress to the New England Regional Meet. The State meet is held at the beginning of 
April and Regional is held in early May. 
Advisors: Mr. Corbishley  jcorbishley@ridgefieldps.net and Mr. Bearse mbearse@ridgefieldps.net  
 
Mock Trial 
What/Mission: The Ridgefield Mock Trial Team teaches students about the legal system and 
enhances public speaking skills. All participating Connecticut high schools receive the same 
competition case and the team spends practices dissecting this case and preparing for a trial. 
Students participate as lawyers, witnesses, timekeepers and understudies. Beginning in December 
we compete in regional competitions at courthouses around the state. The state winner goes to 
Nationals. Competitions are judged by practicing attorneys and judges. This club requires auditions 
that take place at the very beginning of the year. 
When: Thursday nights from 7:00 - 9:00 and Sunday afternoons  from 1:00 - 5:00 
Advisor: Ms. Gabbay  kgabbay@ridgefieldps.net  
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Model UN 
What/Mission: This club will educate students about policymaking through simulation of a meeting of 
the United Nations. As a result, students will be exposed to new careers and ideas. Club members 
will learn about foreign policy through fun and engaging activities in which they collaborate to create a 
solution to a given problem. 
When: Every Wednesday from 3:00 - 4:00 
Advisor: Ms. Brooksbank abrooksbank@ridgefieldps.net 
 
 
Music Lab 
What/Mission: This club will allow students the opportunity to compose and produce original music of 
all kinds.  It will incorporate the new music lab and provide students with time to engage with this new 
technology.  There will also be space for students to use pianos, guitars, and ukuleles to write music 
and collaborate with each other.  Lyric writers can also find space in the music lounges to work on 
material. 
When: Every Monday and Thursday from 2:15 - 4:00  
Advisor: Mr. Haines  kevin.haines@ridgefieldps.net  
 
Podcast Club 
What/Mission:  This club will showcase the stories of students and teachers at RHS through the 
podcast format to encourage compassion and inclusivity. Students will learn about production and 
media, as well as hone their public speaking and writing skills. 
When: Every Wednesday 3:00 - 4:00 
Advisor: Ms. Benson  kbenson@ridgefieldps.net 

 

Project Comfort 
What/Mission:  Teaching, sharing, and encouraging others to provide comfort and connection to 
those around them.  We meet monthly and discuss “Lessons of Comforting.”  We then apply our 
learning as we create an inspiring plaque in the meeting to give to someone who needs comfort.  
When:  Third Wednesday of the month after school 
Advisor: Ms. Kane  skane@ridgefieldps.net  

 

RHS Gives 
What/Mission: RHS Gives is a philanthropic organization dedicated to giving help wherever and 
whenever it is needed.  It is comprised of students of all grade levels who work at events for local 
charitable organizations and raises funds to donate to charities throughout the nation.   RHS Gives 
has volunteered time at Woodcock Nature Center, Ability Beyond Disability, Pegasus Riding Center, 
and the Ridgefield Holiday Stroll.  RHS Gives has contributed funds to The Women’s Center of 
Danbury and the American Cancer Society.     
When: Every Monday at 2:15 
Advisor: Ms. Usher  nusher@ridgefieldps.net 
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RHS Save the Children 
What/Mission: The main goal of this club is to fundraise for Save the Children, as well as spread 
awareness for the many issues this organization helps to combat on a global scale. Members of this 
club become advocates for children. The club organizes fundraisers where 100% of the proceeds will 
go to Save the Children, which will then distribute funds among varying campaigns at their discretion. 
We will also have a separate fund going, with the ultimate goal of sponsoring a specific child in a 
developing country through the organization. Save the Children provides members with the unique 
opportunity to view the world through different perspectives and become global citizens who will work 
for the well being of others. 
When: Every Monday after school 
Advisor: Ms. Gorski agorski@ridgefieldps.net 

 
RHS Sings 
What/Mission:   This club is a non-audition singing group that will provide a non-competitive 
atmosphere where kids can cultivate a love for music, as well as practice singing and performance 
skills. 
When: Every Sunday at 9:00am 
Advisor: Mr. Haines  kevin.haines@ridgefieldps.net 

 
RHS Yearbook – The Caudatowan 
What/Mission: To produce and distribute the annual yearbook. 
When: Every Wednesday from 3-4 
Advisors: Dr. Aaron  jaaron@ridgefieldps.net and Ms. Kovacs tkovacs@ridgefieldps.net 

 
The Ridgefielder 
What/Mission: Formerly The Tiger’s Roar, the student magazine of Ridgefield High School, The 
Ridgefielder seeks to represent the students of RHS by thoroughly and objectively addressing 
important school issues and events as well as by recognizing those individuals and groups that 
contribute to the RHS community. 
When: Every Wednesday after school  
Advisor: Mr. Reed jreed@ridgefieldps.net 

 

RPS Friends 
What/Mission: The Ridgefield Friends Club is devoted to promoting an inclusive environment for all 
students by encouraging meaningful friendships through various club activities.  Regular club 
meetings focus on the strengths each individual offers. The club participates in at least one 
schoolwide community service project during the school year, focusing on the club's inclusive 
mission.  
When:  Every Wednesday after school  
Advisors: Ms. Wynn kwynn@ridgefieldps.net and Ms. Calderwood mcalderwood@ridgefieldps.net 
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Science Olympiad 
What/Mission:  The Science Olympiad is a national non-profit organization that gives teams from all 
around the country the opportunity to compete in science related events. Events include topics such 
as: Anatomy and Physiology, Astronomy and Physics, Biology, Chemistry, Earth Science, 
Engineering, Forensics, and Robotics.  
When: Every Monday after school 
Advisors: Ms. Smith asmith@ridgefieldps.net  and Ms. Bentley - sbentley@ridgefieldps.net  
 

Strategy Games Club 
What/Mission:  Drop those XBOX's, Playstations, and Game Cubes and come play real strategy 
games! The RHS Strategy Games Club builds and promotes creative problem solving, critical 
thinking, and teamwork skills in a safe, fun environment. We explore the generation of fantasy fiction 
writing through the application of contemporary gaming culture. By joining, you can discover your 
creative side while playing many new and classic strategy and tabletop games such as Dungeons 
and Dragons, Yu-Gi-Oh!, and Magic. 
When: Two Tuesdays a Month 
Advisor: Dr. Occhicone kocchicone@ridgefieldps.net  
 
TECH Club/Vex Robotics Team 877 
What/Mission:  The TECH Club is a group of students who engage in science and technology by 
participating in the VEX Robotics Competition, designing and creating unique projects and 
experiments, teaching and learning from each other, and taking part in outreach to the community. 
TECH = Teaching, Experimenting, Creating, Helping 
When: Regular meetings take place after school on Wednesdays from 2:30 to 3:30. Additional 
meetings will be scheduled to provide additional robot building time and preparation for competitions.   
Advisor:  Mr. Murphy mmurphy@ridgefieldps.net 
 
The Tiger’s Lair 
What/Mission: This club opens up new opportunities for an existing, organized fanbase.  This brings 
more students in the RHS community together to support all sporting events year-round.  The club 
creates a climate of trust and pride to encourage civic unity and collaboration within the community.  
When:  Every Wednesday from 2:30 - 3:30  
Advisors: Mr. Arcieri jarcieri@ridgefieldps.net  
 
 
The Unity Club 
What/Mission:  The purpose of the Unity Club is to have a positive impact on our school's 
environment by emphasizing compassion and equality. The members of the club share their opinions 
and ideas in a safe environment and share what their ideal school looks and feels like. The objective 
is to achieve those ideas by working together and going step by step to reach our goals. These goals 
cannot be met without the participation and ideas of every member in our group. Therefore, 
everyone’s thoughts and ideas are valued and considered equally.  The Unity Club is committed to 
spreading compassion in the community. 
When:  Every Thursday at 2:15 
Advisor:  Ms. Guerrera aguerrera@ridgefieldps.net 
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We the People  
What/Mission: We work to cultivate political and social unity in the realm of RHS. By empowering 
students with the opportunity to peacefully communicate with their peers and engage in nonpartisan 
activities that reflect the collective American character, we encourage a unity in our school community 
in order to form a more perfect union.  This group brings together all political groups into a place 
where positive, constructive, and meaningful dialogue can occur. 
When - Every Wednesday at 2:45 
Advisor:  Ms. Kent - lkent@ridgefieldps.net  
 
World Language  
What/Mission: This club will allow students the chance to learn about various cultures through 
exploration of film, language, and traditions. 
When - First and last Wednesdays of the month from 2:30 to 3:30  
Advisors:  Ms. Borges fborges@ridgefieldps.net  and  Ms. Simonelli csimonelli@ridgefieldps.net  
 
 
Yoga and Wellness 
What/Mission: This is an informal, judgement-free club which will help students understand and learn 
techniques and strategies, such as yoga and meditation, to encourage mindfulness and reduce 
stress. No prior experience needed! 
When: Every Friday from 5:30 - 6:30  
Advisor: Ms. Rivera mrivera@ridgefieldps.net 
 
 
Youth Against Cancer Society 
What/Mission: The mission of the Youth Against Cancer Society club is to raise money for the 
American Cancer Society and to raise awareness at RHS. YACS participates in many fundraisers 
throughout the year including Coaches vs. Cancer events for different RHS sports teams. 
When: Meeting times vary; please email Ms. Maxwell for more information 
Advisor: Ms. Maxwell dmaxwell@ridgefieldps.net 
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