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Conference Report 
 

Project No.: 14-0005 
Project: Capitan New Secondary School 
Date: January 15, 2015 
Place: Capitan Board Room 
  
Attending: See sign in sheet 
By: Megan Cardwell 
  
Copies To: All attendees, design team 

 
Issue Date: January 21, 2015 
  
Discussion Items:  
1. Project update: 

a. PSFA Review of Design Development Submittal: 
i. The design team met with PSFA (Public Schools Facility Authority) to review the 100% 

design development drawings to help streamline the approval process and finalize the 
design development phase of the project. 

b. Site Logistics Plan: 
i. Capitan Municipal Schools, D/P/S and HB Construction are in the process of finalizing 

the first part of the site logistics plan that will take place in the first part of construction. 
ii. The purpose of the logistics plan is to implement an effective and efficient work flow and 

area for the construction team while maintaining an emergency exit path for all students 
and teachers during the construction phase.  

c. Construction Documents 
i. D/P/S is in the process of producing and finalizing the construction drawing documents 

that are due February 25
th
.   

d. Matt reviewed the project goals to the committee which consist of the following: 
i. Technology-rich; “full campus integration” 
ii. Easy to maintain and operate 
iii. Controlled access; secure and safe 
iv. Open – “education on display” 
v. Natural light 
vi. Flexibility – education spaces and infrastructure 
vii. Warm and inviting, non-institutional 
viii. Collaborative spaces  
ix. Open feel but cozy 

 
2. Interior Finishes: 

a. Matt introduced Kelli, design team interior designer, whom created two finish scheme options for 
the committee to choose from. Kelli presented each color scheme option along with a concept of 
finish floor pattern and restroom wall tile design options. 

b. Option 1 finish scheme was inspired by a tiger pride concept consisting of different shades of 
grey and pops of orange, the carpet was grey with stripes of orange and red as an accent. Option 
2 had the same neutral greys and orange along with additional accent colors such as a teal, a 
lime green and yellow, the carpet was a warmer grey with an orange stripe and a lime green.  
The committee opted for the option 1 and asked if Kelli would look for a similar carpet without as 
much red. 

c. The steering committee really liked the 3form material and the possible uses for it (shelving in 
displays). They liked the railing with the 3-form and perforated metal, and the committee would 
like to see salt and peppered polish concrete stairs with a typical integral nosing in lieu of the 
rubber tread that was proposed. 
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d. Kelli presented the finish floor pattern explaining the locations 
of where the carpet tile that is chosen would be within the 
building, how the accent color carpet tile would be 
incorporated in relation to not only the main carpet but to the 
concrete pattern as well. The majority will be the grey 
concrete with the warmer colors and stripes of an integral orange colored concrete will be 
integrated per a finish floor plan.  The committee liked the idea of the stripe theme being 
continued in the colors of the locker doors. 

e. Two different options of restroom wall tile patterns were presented by Kelli. Option 1 was based 
off a traditional design with a colored band of colored glass that would wrap around the 
restrooms. Option 2 had the glass in a more random vertical pattern throughout the restroom 
space. Both options included the white and warm grey tile. (see attached presentation for 
visuals). The committee chose option 2 and liked the re-occurring theme of stripes throughout the 
design. 

f. The committee liked the idea of the cylinder light cluster over the 1
st
 floor media center space and 

how the colors match the stripe theme. They also liked the accent walls with the stripe for pin-up 
at each media center space. 

g. The group liked the polished concrete color from the Ruidoso plant over the green-blue aggregate 
color from Alpine. DPS discussed (again) that the concrete will crack, even with control joints. 
DPS also explained that an applied concrete color can often times appear a bit mottled, which is 
a part of concrete’s “natural” beauty. 
 

3. Display Locations: 
a. Kelli presented the possible locations for the display areas for the school. On the first level (high 

school) there are two lower display areas that can incorporate shelving and can be at least 12” 
deep. The third location is above the first set of lockers near the school entry. This display area is 
a high area and can be designed so the district changes out a graphic, etc. each year. This will 
not be a pin up area or easily accessed. On the second floor (middle school), there will be 3 
display areas with possible shelving. 

b. Different examples of display cases were presented to the committee. The designs consisted of a 
traditional display case, millwork look, full height and colored shelving integrated into a glazing 
system to keep transparency between spaces. The steering committee liked the look of the blue 
painted display example within the traditional images, however did not like the other example of 
the traditional because it’s what they have now and feel it looks dated. The design team is to 
study how to incorporate paint color, perhaps colored shelving and glass that does not need to be 
locked. Adjustable shelving is wanted within the display cases. 
 

4. Glazing Strategy 
a. DPS presented the study of potential window locations looking into classrooms as well as the 

viewing angle into the classroom if there was to ever be a lock down situation. Teachers and 
students would still be able to hide in a corner out of sight.  

b. In studying the location of possible windows within the classrooms, it was learned that not every 
classroom would be able to receive and window and that there is limited space to provide glazing 
because of the amount of lockers and would defeat the purpose of how the lockers were laid out 
to maintain the space of the corridor. Lockers were not placed across in the corridor to avoid 
students standing back-to-back and constricting the corridor. 

c. The design team then presented an alternative for windows that would incorporate glazing into 
EACH classroom. It is recommended that the glazing happens at each cove and would stretch 
across from wall to wall of the classroom entries. (See presentation for graphic representation). 
The group asked that these frames and door be hollow metal with glass high in the door with a 
solid panel below.  

d. The group agreed that interior window blinds are NOT required for lockdown or any other 
purpose. This includes the glazed areas into classrooms including the glass in the doors. Dark 
colored roller shades (with a pull chain) were discussed for exterior openings, the media center 
openings would have electric shades with a light sensor and over ride switches. 

e. DPS was able to manipulate the Sketchup model to show that the viewing angle would still be 
effective allowing students/teachers to still remain out of sight in case of a lockdown situation 



 

7601 Jefferson NE, Suite 100  /  Albuquerque, NM 87109  /  505.761.9700  /  dpsdesign.org 

 

even if the casework was to be moved to the same wall as 
the classroom entry doors. Doors will be hollow metal on the 
bottom and glazing on the top half.   

f. The steering committee does not see the need for operable 
windows. 

 
 

5. Classroom casework 
a. DPS discussed the location of the teaching unit and the committee decided that it should go at 

the front of the room in the nook where the door is located with a soffit above. 
 

6. Next steps: 
a. Design team will finalize the construction documents. 
b. DPS will develop a furniture package with Capitan Municipal Schools. 
c. Upcoming schedule: 

i. Design team meeting – 01/19 
ii. 95% Construction documents review – 02/09 
iii. 100% Construction documents due – 02/25 
iv. Construction begins!!! – 3/01 

 

This report is assumed to be a true and accurate account of this communication unless notice to the 
contrary is received within 10 calendar days of issue. 

 
End of Report 




