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Chandler Children's Choir takes center stage 
at 2016 celebration of Chinese New Year
By Susie Steckner

Singer Audrey Burnett lights up when 
she talks about the upcoming Chinese 
New Year celebration. She likes 

the variety of performances, the colorful 
costumes and the significance of the 
celebration to her family. 

This year, she’s excited to add one more 
“like” to her list: her role as soloist.

Audrey is one of three soloists 
performing with the Chandler Children’s 
Choir on Saturday, Feb. 13. The young 
singers—Audrey, 12; Kate Xie, 8; and 
Elizabeth Lee, 7—and their choir will 
perform Cai Diao, a Chinese folk song full of 
playful riddles.

The group’s founders say the girls are 
eager to take part in the Chinese New Year 
celebration, for which practice sessions are 
now  underway at Desert Cross Lutheran 
Church in south Tempe.

“I like doing the solos a lot,” Burnett said. “And 
it’s really fun to sing to a big audience like that. But I 
like everything about the show.”

This is the third year that the choir has performed 
at the Chinese New Year show, currently held at 
Mesa Arts Center. The community choir, in its 
eighth season, performs at venues and special events 
throughout the East Valley. 

It serves nearly 140 children and teens, and 
includes a broad mix of singers, including many 
Chinese families. 

“We have a very diverse choir,” said West 
Chandler resident Aimee Stewart, the choir’s 

co-founder and artistic director.
“Singers come from around the East Valley, 

from different neighborhoods, schools, cultural 
backgrounds.”

“Just like the many voices in our choir, this 
diversity blends together to make one beautiful 
sound,” she said.

The Chinese New Year show gives singers the 
chance to celebrate different cultures but also tackle 
a challenging song, Stewart said. 

Cai Diao, or The Riddle Song, is fast and fun with 
plenty of tongue twisters.  The choir’s second song, 
A Day in Spring, is slower and lyrical, with a melody 
about springtime, friendship and music.

Jing Lee, who has three children’s-choir singers, 
says she appreciates the choir’s commitment to 
performing songs from different cultures. She’s 
also seen her daughter Elizabeth’s confidence grow 
through the relationship, giving her the courage to 
try out for solo roles. 

Xie, another young soloist, is looking forward to 
performing at the celebration. 

“I like singing Chinese songs,” Xie said. “Last year 
the song had a story. This year, there are riddles.  It’s 
fun.” 

Cindy Lin has two daughters performing with the 
choir, including soloist Audrey. 

“I am Chinese, and it is great to see my kids enjoy 
the Chinese holiday,” Lin said. “Performing in the 
local Chinese New Year event is almost like a holiday 
tradition for them.”

The Chinese New Year show will be held at 7 p.m. 
at Mesa Art Center’s Ikeda Theater in downtown 
Mesa. Information: www.chandlerchildrenschoir.
com. 


