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Our 2016-17 School Year is launched, and we have been planning and carrying out plenty 
of special learning experiences, which include field trips, creative hands-on activities, and 
community service/environmental stewardship projects. 
 
First on this list was the opportunity to see the live theatrical performance of “The Wizard of 
Oz”, on the evening of September 9th at the newly-renovated Forest Theater, up in Carmel. 
Our group of students, parents, and staff really enjoyed the magic of stage acting at its 
best, in the unique outdoor setting of Carmel’s pine and oak forest. And watching the 
theatrical artistry has certainly germinated ideas for the students, who could create their 
own fun stage performances. Thank you to teacher, Gail Chambers for planning and 
organizing the delightful field trip. 
 
The second special project for us was the South Coast Big Sur contingent of the 
International Coastal Cleanup held on Thursday, September 15. Equipped with data-
collection sheets on clipboards, recycling and trash bags, and sharp eyes for litter around 
our local beach sites, the teams of enthusiastic students swept through Jade Cove, Willow 
Creek, Sand Dollar Beach Park, and Mill Creek in waves, throughout the course of the 
school day. Each period, a group would cover a designated area, transforming it into a 
pristine state, free of plastic wrappers, cigarette butts, cans, bottles, and such. On top of 
the litter removal, the students catalogued every piece of debris by category on the data 
forms. The data was then totaled and tabulated, and all the valuable processed information 
was submitted to the International Coastal Cleanup Program, where it will serve scientific 
investigations by environmental organizations, government environmental agencies, and 
research at universities. So every student in our project can be proud to be a real citizen-
scientist!  
 
In each of our recent Art classes, we roll out across the floor, the vast 15’ x 5’ canvas upon 
which we are painting the brilliant “Thank You Firefighters” mural. Each day, industrious 
students crawl across it with paintbrush in hand, set to add yet one more visual feature into 
the geometric mosaic array of paintings and messages. And each day, the mural grows 
ever more colorful, ever more powerful. And soon will come the day we will present the 
mural to the valiant firefighters who have given so much. 
 
The other week, on September 13, we held “Back to School Night”. Parents had the 
pleasure of touring the classrooms, each one set up with such a wealth of learning 
opportunities…ready to go! I spent time gazing across the waiting lineup of resources; 
colorful books, magazines, maps, microscopes, magnets, art supplies, activity kits, and on 
and on. I savored the anticipation of the exciting uses planned for each of them…the 
wonders of discovery and learning that lie ahead!                                   
 
Tally Ho! 
David Allan, Art/Science Teacher  


