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The 2019-2020 school year is going
strong. Thank you students, staff, and
families for getting us off to this great
start. Purple pride is visible in our
classrooms, hallways, and around our towns.
Facilities
The North Cedar staff works undoubtedly
hard to maintain facilities and to make
financial decisions in a way to balance routine
and preventive maintenance care while updating
other spaces that reflect the purple pride we
have at North Cedar Community School
District. More wall and window wraps were
added to our buildings to show our purple pride
in 2019-2020. The elementary in Mechanicsville
is the most recent. New 7/8 grade Chromebooks
will be handed out soon. With aging buildings
and grounds there are needs on roof repairs,
tuck-pointing, heating/AC repairs, and
sidewalks. Many of these projects were done
over the summer. Our buildings and grounds are
in excellent condition. We have finished our
LED lighting projects in every building. Our
return on these are between 2 and 3 years which
then allows us to look at other areas to invest
SAVE and PPEL monies. Our bus fleet is well
maintained and has been updated the last three
years to effectively handle our riders.

… Continued on page 4
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Message from Principal Horman

North Cedar Elementary will focus or continue to focus on the
following categories during our professional development time this
year: percent proficient in reading, growth in mathematics and
reading, and social/emotional behavior mental health.
Last year, our first grade teachers participated in the Core Reading
Instruction Initiative (CRII). We are expanding that work this year
to include the K-3 teachers along with title and resource
teachers. This focus will help us continue to improve our percent
proficient in reading. We will also be continuing the FAST data
meetings with teachers throughout the year. This will allow us to
have frequent meetings regarding student data. An additional focus
of these FAST data meetings will be looking at the reading growth of
students. We want to make sure that the students who are at or above
benchmark are growing at an appropriate rate. A new tool that we
will be incorporating is an intervention fidelity checklist. This
will help us ensure that the interventions we use with students are
being done consistently and with fidelity.
Our 4-6 grade teachers will be working with Janet Greene (GWAEA math
consultant) to focus on number talks in their classrooms. Number
talks (or “math talks”) are short discussions between a teacher and
students about how to solve a particular mental math problem. The
focus is not on the correct answer but on all the possible methods of
finding the answer. Each student has a chance to explain their
method, and everyone else will learn from other people's
methods.
Throughout the year, the 4-6 grade teachers will meet with
Janet to discuss some problem solving strategies. They will then
take these back into their classroom and model for each other how
they use the strategies. In addition to the number talks, we will be
introducing a math screener to the K-6 students. This data will be
used in a similar manner as the FAST reading data.
We will continue to focus on social/emotional behavior and mental
health this school year. Some outside resources including Tanager
and Iowa State University are lined up to share information with our
entire staff during our professional development time. We will
continue PBIS in both elementary schools and have some fun new ideas
to add this year.
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Message from Principal Bendixen

Greetings to the North Cedar community! I’ve spent the summer months
planning and preparing for the quickly approaching school year. While I’ve
enjoyed the calm pace of the summer, I am looking forward to getting the
2019-20 school year underway.
As a staff, we will continue to focus on three building initiatives.
Positive Behavior and Intervention Supports (PBIS) is a school-wide
program that was implemented last school year. Overall, we were very
pleased with the positive impact this program had on the behavior of
students and the climate throughout the building. The difference was very
noticeable! We are making some slight adjustments to Tier 1, which will
include PBIS staff/student parking spots in the west parking lot as part
of the weekly drawing. We have created parking lot expectations for
student drivers and these will be taught during the first week of school.
We also will be nominating students who go above and beyond for
“UKnighted” awards. We will be implementing Tier 2 support and will
provide training to staff on the purpose and procedures related to Checkin Check-out plans.
We are finalizing the transition to Standards-Based Grading (SBG). All
junior high and high school courses are now standards-based. Our goal was
to be fully transitioned by the 2019-2020 school year and we have achieved
that goal! Due to our complete transition to standards-based grading, we
are making a change to our reporting periods. We will no longer have
quarter grades so we will not generate report cards at the 9-week mark.
Instead, we will generate progress reports at 6 and 12 weeks into each
semester, along with report cards at the end of each semester. The 6 week
progress reports coincide with the timing of parent-teacher conferences
and the 12 week progress reports will provide an update early enough to
address/correct problems before the end of a semester. Throughout each
semester, students will receive additional time/support during
KnightTime.
The professional development sessions on August 21-22 will focus on
improving our use of PowerSchool grade book to document student progress
in a standards-based grading system. This has been an ongoing challenge
the past two years, and we have created a plan to overcome those
challenges. Jane Koch, Kris Brown, and Ashley Fuller will be demonstrating
options for setting up gradebooks with staff and will follow up with
additional support during the first weeks of school and again on our
September PD day. Our overall goal is to make sure that when
students/parents look at PowerSchool that the grades they see make sense!

… Continued on page 4
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Superintendent Dohmen’s Message
Continued from page 1

Communications
Just a friendly reminder of all the ways we hope to stay in touch with
our community.
• The Knight Times - Mailed if requested and posted monthly on our
website. If you are aware of any individuals that are not receiving
this, please encourage them to let us know.
• SchoolMessenger - Time sensitive announcements, especially those related
to weather, will be delivered by mass phone messages, email, text(if
setup) messages.
• Email - Informational items will be delivered by email. Your email needs
to be updated in PowerSchool.
• Website - Information items are added to North Cedar News (the scrolling
column) and the school calendar under the Events tab of the district
website(http://www.north-cedar.org/) nearly every day. Calendars for
district activities, lunch menus, facility use, fundraisers, and much
more are all available on our website.
• Facebook - North Cedar Community School District
• Twitter - @northcedarcsd
Purple Pride!
Best,
Mark Dohmen
Principal Bendixen’s Message
Continued from page 3

We will continue refining our Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) which
provides additional support to students as needed to reach proficiency in all
standards. This extra support is provided during KnightTime on a regular
basis. Teachers use this time for reteaching and reassessing. Additional time
will be scheduled for students needing more intensive support than the 25minute intervention time allows. These KnightTime OverTime sessions will be
offered during early dismissals on Parent-Teacher conference days and also at
the end of each semester.
As we start the year, we welcome three new teachers to our staff: Amy Fortin
is replacing Lori Dittmer in Special Education, Brad Doerring is replacing
Andy Bellamy in PE/Health, and Austin Tenley is replacing Rylee Smith in JH
Science. Amy and Austin are both first year teachers, and Brad comes to us
with six years experience at Winfield-Mt. Union. All three are excited to get
started and will be great additions to our North Cedar team.
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Facebook Pages of Clubs, Sports and
Organizations

School District: https://www.facebook.com/nccsd/
Jr/Sr High: https://www.facebook.com/NorthCedarJrSrHigh/
Sports:
Boys Basketball: https://www.facebook.com/North-Cedar-BoysBasketball-236738469725794/
Girls Basketball:
https://www.facebook.com/northcedargirlsbasketball/
Cheerleading: https://www.facebook.com/northcedarcheerleading/
Cross Country: https://www.facebook.com/North-Cedar-Cross-Country278734942714174/
Football: https://www.facebook.com/NCKnightsFootball/
Volleyball: https://www.facebook.com/North-Cedar-Volleyball476448329137058/
Clubs:
Choir: https://www.facebook.com/northcedarchoirs/
Dance: https://www.facebook.com/North-Cedar-Knights-Royal-DanceTeam-1639110666365449/
High School Band: https://www.facebook.com/NorthCedarHsBand/
Middle School Band: https://www.facebook.com/NCMS-Band167133406631939/
Speech & Drama: https://www.facebook.com/NCKnightsSpeechandDrama/
Yearbook: https://www.facebook.com/NCYearbook/
Organizations:
Athletic Boosters: https://www.facebook.com/groups/503314973381831/
KCO: https://www.facebook.com/North-Cedar-Knight-CommunityOrganization-KCO-417167911762615/
Post Prom: https://www.facebook.com/North-Cedar-Post-Prom502083063189753/
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North Cedar Activities & Lunch Calendar
September 2019
Wed., Sept. 18: Lunch: Elem.: Orange Chicken; Jr/Sr High:
Popcorn Chicken

Mon., Sept. 2: No School
6pm JV Football vs Tipton @ Stanwood
Tues., Sept. 3: Lunch: Chicken Fajitas
Wed., Sept. 4: Lunch: Breaded Pork Chop
Thurs., Sept. 5: Lunch: Sloppy Joes
4:15pm Jr High Volleyball vs Monticello @ Jr/Sr High
5pm Varsity Cross Country @ Iowa City Kickers
Complex
5:30-6:30pm Unpack Your Backnight for Lowden’s 3
year old preschool
6pm Fresh/Soph Volleyball vs Monticello @ Jr/Sr High
6pm JV Volleyball vs Monticello @ Jr/Sr High
7:15pm Varsity Volleyball vs Monticello @ Jr/Sr High
Fri., Sept. 6: Lunch: Breaded Chicken Patty
7pm Varsity Football @ Durant HS
Sat., Sept. 7:
9am Varsity Volleyball Invitational @ Mount Vernon HS
Mon., Sept. 9: Lunch: Crispito
Tues., Sept. 10: Lunch: Hot Ham & Cheese
Jr/Sr High Picture Day
5pm Varsity Cross Country @ Tipton City Park
Wed., Sept. 11: Lunch: Elem.: Popcorn Chicken; Jr/Sr
High: Orange Chicken
Thurs., Sept. 12: Lunch: Chicken Alfredo
4:15pm Jr High Football vs Northeast @ Stanwood
6pm Fresh/Soph Volleyball vs Springville @ Jr/Sr High
6pm JV Volleyball vs Springville @ Jr/Sr High
7:30pm Varsity Volleyball vs Springville @ Jr/Sr High
Fri., Sept. 13: Lunch: Corn Dog or Hot Dog
7pm Varsity Football Game vs Camanche @ Stanwood

Thurs., Sept. 19: Lunch: Lasagna
4:15pm Jr High Volleyball @ Camanche HS
6pm Fresh/Soph Volleyball @ Camanche HS
6pm JV Volleyball @ Camanche HS
7:15pm Varsity Volleyball @ Camanche HS
Fri., Sept. 20: Lunch: Elem.: Pizza Crunchers; Jr/Sr High:
French Dip Sandwich
7pm Varsity Football @ Columbus Junction HS
Sat., Sept. 21:
9am Varsity Volleyball Tournament @ Springville HS
Mon., Sept. 23: Lunch: Totally Tacos
4:30pm Varsity Cross Country @ Bellevue Golf Club
5pm JV Volleyball Tournament vs Camanche, W. Branch
@ Jr/Sr High
Tues., Sept. 24: Lunch: Elem.: Chicken Tenders; Jr/Sr
High: Chicken Strips
4:15pm Jr High Football @ Durant
4:15pm Jr High Volleyball vs Anamosa @ Jr/Sr High
6pm Fresh/Soph Volleyball vs Anamosa @ Jr/Sr High
6pm JV Volleyball vs Anamosa @ Jr/Sr High
7:15pm Varsity Volleyball vs Anamosa @ Jr/Sr High
Wed., Sept. 25: Lunch: French Toast Sticks
Thurs., Sept. 26: Lunch: Salisbury Steak
4:15pm Jr High Volleyball @ Mid-Prairie HS
6pm Fresh/Soph Volleyball @ Mid-Prairie HS
6pm JV Volleyball @ Mid-Prairie HS
7:15pm Varsity Volleyball @ Mid-Prairie HS
Fri. Sept. 27: Lunch: Elem.: Grilled Chicken Sandwich; Jr/Sr
High: Pulled BBQ Chicken Sandwich
7pm Varsity Football @ Cascade HS
Sat., Sept. 28:
9am Varsity Volleyball Tournament @ Jr/Sr High

Mon., Sept. 16: No School
6pm JV Football vs Camanche @ Stanwood
6pm School Board Meeting in Stanwood
Tues., Sept. 17: Lunch: Walking Tacos
4:15pm Jr High Football vs Camanche @ Stanwood
4:15pm Jr High Volleyball @ Northeast HS, Goose Lake
4:30pm Varsity Cross Country @ Little Bear CC
6pm Fresh/Soph Volleyball @ Northeast HS
6pm JV Volleyball @ Northeast HS
7:15pm Varsity Volleyball @ Northeast HS

Mon., Sept. 30:
Lunch: Elem.: Corn Dog or Cheddarwurst; Jr/Sr High:
Orange Chicken
4:15pm Jr High Cross Country @ 3-30 Club, Lowden
4:45pm Varsity Cross Country @ 3-30 Club, Lowden
6pm Fresh/Soph Volleyball @ Calamus-Wheatland
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We would like to introduce our new teachers.
From left to right: Mrs. Rolwes - 5th grade
Mechanicsville, Miss Fortin – Jr./Sr. High
Special Education, Mr. Tenley - Jr. High
Science and Mr. Doerring - Jr./Sr. High PE and
Health

Breylee St. John
and Fiona Raney
attended the
FBLA Nationals
in San Antonio.
Both girls want
to say thank you
to those who
supported their
fundraisers and
also those who
opened up their
business and
letting them
work for their
conference
money!

Stephanie Rottman and her daughters, Piper
and Paige, dropped off school supplies to
Mechanicsville. Stephanie’s employer,
MediRevv, donated these supplies. Pictured:
Deb Himes with Piper and Paige Rottman (l to r).

The North Cedar Alumni committee is seeking nominations for the 2019-2020 North
Cedar Alumni Awards. These nominations are due Sept. 15. The categories are the
Achievement Award, Service Award, Athletics Award, Fine Arts Award, and the
Community Impact Award. Instructions for these nominations can be found at
http://www.north-cedar.org/Alumni.
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The mission of North Cedar Community School District, in partnership with its
community and staff, is to ensure a safe and caring environment for each student,
providing the essential knowledge, values, skills, and attitudes to create lifelong
learners who are responsible, contributing, and productive citizens in a changing and
increasingly diverse world.
Everything we do at NCCSD is for our students, and we encourage them all to take part in the enrichment and
extracurricular opportunities for which they are eligible.
• Athletics for junior high school and senior high school students
• Fine arts activities for 5th through 12th graders
• Extracurricular clubs and organizations for junior high and senior high school students
• Counseling services for all grades
An active, supportive community strengthens NCCSD. Parents and patrons who elect to get involved and support
our students and their activities aid the district.
• Athletics Boosters bolster our student athletes and the athletics programs
• Encore Club supports our fine arts programs
• Knights Community Organization fosters the relationships between parent, student, staff, and community
• North Cedar Education Foundation provides financial support to help broaden the district’s education
opportunities
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