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Superintendent Dohmen's Message

A New Statewide Assessment

Back in 2013, the Iowa Legislature dedicated a great deal of time to passing education 
reform legislation.  Key aspects of the legislation introduced alternative career 
pathways for educators through Teacher Leadership and Compensation 
programming; the Iowa School Performance Profile website; and task forces to study 
teacher and administrator professional growth and evaluation frameworks, and a 
potential new statewide assessment of student achievement.

Six years later, I want to take a moment to 
update our community on this new statewide 
assessment.  This past spring, Iowa students in 
grades 3 through 11 took the new Iowa 
Statewide Assessment of Student Progress for 
the first time.  As the release of results have 
approached, the Iowa Department of 
Education and Iowa Testing Program, at the 
University of Iowa, have been sharing 
information with school administrators.  The 
graphic to the left is a snapshot of important 
information that will help educators, parents, 
and students understand results from the new 
tests.

The Iowa Department of Education has provided this fact sheet about the new 
Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress (ISASP).

...Continued on page 4 
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Message from Principal Horman 
As we start the second half of the school year, we set aside some time to review all of the common area PBIS 
expectations with all students.  We are also continuing our Tier 1 and 2 PBIS meetings.  The Tier 1 team has planned 
Knight Pride activities for the next two months and has also planned our upcoming PBIS assembly.  Our Tier 2 team 
spends time reviewing data from our Tier 2 student plans. They also review student referrals from our data system.   

     The 4-6 grade teachers will meet with Janet Greene during our professional development on Monday.  They are 
continuing to learn additional on math talk strategies they can use within their classroom.  They also spend some time 
discussing curriculum alignment across grade levels and buildings.  The instructional coaches and Janet continue to 
visit their classrooms and offer feedback from these visits. 

     Our K-3 and title teachers will be spending some time on Monday continuing their small group instruction work.  
During their time together, they will be debriefing on the small group lesson plans and watching videos of teachers in 
the district modeling components of the lessons plans.  Prior to the day ending, each teacher will be determining a 
“goal” area that they would like additional coaching and support in.    

Below are some pictures from the elementary buildings over the last month. 
Mrs. Weber’s first grade class learned about Martin Luther King Jr. and wrote their own “I have a dream” papers. 

Mrs. Hendrickson’s 2nd grade class:
Has been using their new clipboard to take their learning around the room thanks to the Foundation Grant.

Second grade has averaged one class reward per month.  This month they chose extra iPad time. 
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Greetings to the North Cedar community! As last school year ended, the Jr/Sr High leadership teams set goals related 
to each of our building initiatives. Below is a summary of what we have accomplished during the first half of the 
2019-2020 school year. 

Standards Based Grading (SBG)
• High school teachers completed the transition of all courses to standards-based
• Discussed gradebook setup options to improve consistency within departments
• Model Teachers provided training on using PowerSchool gradebook for SBG
• Shared examples of changes made in assessment practices
• Collaborated on creating standards-based assessments and rubrics/scoring guides
• Discussed and established re-assessment policies/procedures

Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS)
• High school teachers continued to provide support to students during KnightTime
• Junior high teachers revamped KnightTime to include a will room and enrichment projects
• Model teachers provided training on MTSS key components, rationale, and universal tier interventions
• Discussed gradebook expectations including how often scores should be entered
• Developed a 12-week progress report which was sent home in November

Positive Behavior Interventions & Supports (PBIS)
• Revised acknowledgement system by allowing students to bank their tickets
• Implemented UKnighted award for students that exceed expectations
• Provided training to staff on Tier 2 and CICO plans
• Established Tier 2 team with bi-weekly meetings to review behavior data
• Tier 2 team met regularly with AEA trainer, Jillian O-Rourke, to review and expand our implementation of Tier 2

supports
• Organized beginning of year kick-off and end of semester celebrations for students

Social Climate
• Led a book study on “What Great Teachers Do Differently” by Todd Whitaker
• Planned a second book study on “Hacking Leadership" by Joe Sanfelippo
• Presented fun staff awards during PD days
• Organized Finally Friday meals for staff
• Recognized staff with gifts on their special days (secretary day, nurses day, etc.)
• Organized a white elephant gift exchange w/potluck before Winter Break
• Planned dress up days and student contests during the month of December

Overall, we are making very good progress on each of our initiatives. We always have more ideas than we have time 
to implement, but we will keep plugging away until we have everything in place exactly as we want. 

Allowing teachers a voice by having each person on a leadership team has been a key factor in our progress. In 
addition, my collaboration with our Instructional Coach and Model Teachers has led to valuable and productive 
professional development days. I’m looking forward to continuing this work throughout the second half of the year. 
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Superintendent’s Message 
Continued from page 1

There are some key takeaways I hope everyone will keep in mind as we digest results from the first ISASP 
administration.

1. A standardized test administered once a year is only one piece of a full body of evidence educators and
parents should consider when evaluating students’ academic performance.  Results should be viewed
interdependently with additional assessment results, and examples of student performance and work.  Whether
a standardized test score is high, or low, overreacting to a single score is never in the best interest of a student.

2. We will see overall scores across the state go down.  When our state introduced the Iowa Core Curriculum,
and Next Generation Science Standards, the intent was to raise the bar in what we expected students to know,
and be able to do.  Several research studies completed between 2012 and 2014 demonstrated that the old Iowa
Assessment was not well-aligned to those new standards, and that a new, more highly-aligned assessment was
needed.  The ISASP tests were developed and evaluated collaboratively by Iowa Testing Program and Iowa
teachers.  More rigorous standards require a more rigorous test, and we will now have access to better-aligned
results about what our students know and are able to do.

3. Iowa schools and students will demonstrate growth in knowledge and skills in coming years.  This first
administration is establishing a new baseline for schools across our state.  As a school district, we will examine
our results for strengths and opportunities for improvement.  We will then do what we have always done,
engage our educators in working collaboratively to provide North Cedar students with the best education.

If you have questions about the Iowa Statewide Assessment of Student Progress, I would be happy to discuss the 
topic.   Once you review your students’ results, if you have questions, I encourage you to reach out to your building 
principal, and they can assist you, or direct you to the appropriate person.

Together we have...Purple Pride,  because education is a lifelong process.

Best,

Mark Dohmen
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Principal Horman’s Message 
Continued from page 2 

How many bones are in the human body?  Mrs. Snyder’s third grade class has been investigating the Life 
Structures and are counting bones in each part of the human body.  

3H in Mechanicsville are studying live crayfish and growing bush beans in hydroponic pots. The students also 
sprouted peas, pop corn, and  sunflower seeds. They continue to learn multiplication and division facts, as well as, 
cursive handwriting.

Mrs. Farrington’s class:

Science gumdrop challenge

The sixth graders in Mrs. Crittenden's room in Mechanicsville have been very busy.  In reading, they are studying 
the works of Edgar Allan Poe.  They are performing three plays that have been adapted from Poe's short stories.  
They have also read myths and worked on the strategy of comparing and contrasting.  In writing, the students are 
creating historical fiction stories.  In math, they are working on ratios.  The students travel to China in social studies 
in the documentary series Wild China.  They are researching and studying all kinds of animals in science.  They 
continue to improve their vocabulary and letter-writing skills in their letter writing unit.  

Mrs. Haye’s students have been learning about snow, the life cycle of snowflakes and now are studying the arctic. 
We are acting as explorers and trying to dig down to find what is in the ice. The other pictures are of students trying 
to see if sugar, salt, or vinegar will melt ice the fastest.  

Playing in the snow Participating in morning meeting
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Sat., Feb. 1: Meistersinger Honor Band @ Wartburg College, Waverly
10am Varsity Wrestling Conference Tournament @ Tipton MS
1pm JV Girls Basketball vs Lisbon @ Jr/Sr High
2pm JV Boys Basketball vs Lisbon @ Jr/Sr High
3pm Varsity Girls Basketball vs Lisbon @ Jr/Sr High
4:30pm Varsity Boys Basketball vs Lisbon @ Jr/Sr High

Sun., Feb. 2: Meistersinger Honor Band @ Wartburg College, Waverly
Mon., Feb. 3: Lunch: Crispito
4:15pm Jr. High Boys Basketball @ Camanche HS
6pm JV Girls Basketball @ Regina
7:30pm Varsity Girls Basketball @ Regina

Tues., Feb. 4: Lunch: Hot Ham & Cheese (or Meatball Sub at Jr/Sr High)
4:30pm JV Girls Basketball @ Anamosa MS
5:45pm JV Boys Basketball @ Anamosa MS
6pm Varsity Girls Basketball @ Anamosa MS
7:30pm Varsity Boys Basketball @ Anamosa MS

Wed., Feb. 5: Lunch:  Elem.: Popcorn Chicken; Jr/Sr High: Beef Country 
Fried Steak

Thurs., Feb. 6: Lunch:  Chicken Alfredo
4pm JV Girls Basketball vs Durant @ Jr/Sr High
4pm Fresh/Soph Boys Basketball vs Durant @ North Cedar, Stanwood
4:15pm Jr. High Boys Basketball @ Cascade HS
5:15pm JV Boys Basketball vs Durant @ Jr/Sr High
6:30pm Varsity Girls Basketball vs Durant @ Jr/Sr High
7:45pm Varsity Boys Basketball vs Durant @ Jr/Sr High

Fri., Feb. 7: Lunch: Corn Dog, Hot Dog or Cheddarwurst

Sat., Feb. 8: Dance Marathon
12pm Varsity Wrestling Sectionals @ Lisbon HS
4:30pm JV Boys Basketball @ Regina
5:45pm Fresh/Soph Boys Basketball @ Regina
8pm Varsity Boys Basketball @ Regina

Mon., Feb. 10: Lunch:  Elem.: Breaded Pork Sandwich; Jr/Sr High: BBQ 
Rib or Chicken Bacon Club
4pm JV Girls Basketball vs Calamus Wheatland @ Jr/Sr High
4:15pm Jr High Boys Basketball vs Bellevue @ Stanwood
5:15pm JV Boys Basketball vs Calamus Wheatland @ Jr/Sr High
6:30pm Varsity Girls Basketball vs Calamus Wheatland @ Jr/Sr High
8pm Varsity Boys Basketball vs Calamus Wheatland @ Jr/Sr High

Tues., Feb. 11: Lunch:  Lasagna
4:15pm Jr High Boys Basketball vs Anamosa @ Stanwood
5:45pm Fresh/Soph Boys Basketball @ Bellevue HS
6pm JV Boys Basketball @ Bellevue HS
8pm Varsity Boys Basketball @ Bellevue HS

Wed., Feb. 12: Lunch:  Elem.: BBQ Rib; Jr/Sr High: Popcorn Chicken
1pm Early Out--Parent/Teacher Conferences

Thurs., Feb. 13: Lunch:  Walking Tacos
1pm Early Out--Parent/Teacher Conferences
4:15pm 7th Grade Boys Basketball vs Monticello @ Stanwood
4:15pm 8th Grade Boys Basketball @ Monticello
4:30pm-7pm Music Department Spaghetti Dinner

Fri., Feb. 14:No School

Sat., Feb. 15: Trumpet Festival in Iowa City
12pm Varsity Wrestling Districts @ Wilton HS

Mon., Feb. 17: No School
6pm School Board Meeting

Tues., Feb. 18: Lunch: Chicken Strips
4:15pm Jr High Boys Basketball @ Northeast HS

Wed., Feb. 19: Lunch:  Elem.: Sub Sandwich; Jr/Sr High: Chili, Chicken Noodle 
or Broccoli Cheese Soup

Thurs., Feb. 20: Lunch:  Salisbury Steak
Varsity State Wrestling @ Wells Fargo Arena, Des Moines
4:15pm Jr High Boys Basketball vs Camanche @ Stanwood

Fri., Feb. 21: Lunch:  Elem.: Hamburger;  Jr/Sr High: BBQ Chicken or Breaded 
Pork Sandwich
Varsity State Wrestling @ Wells Fargo Arena, Des Moines

Sat., Feb. 22: Varsity State Wrestling @ Wells Fargo Arena, Des Moines

Mon., Feb. 24: Lunch:  Elem.: Corn Dog or Cheddarwurst;  Jr/Sr High: Chicken 
Nuggets
4:15pm Jr High Boys Basketball vs Cascade @ Stanwood
5pm Varsity Speech Conference @ Mid-Prairie HS

Tues., Feb. 25: Lunch: Spaghetti
4:15pm Jr High Boys Basketball @ Bellevue HS

Wed., Feb. 26:  Lunch:  French Toast Sticks

Thurs., Feb. 27: Lunch:  Beef Nachos
Coe Jazz Festival @ Coe College
4:15pm Jr High Boys Basketball @ Anamosa MS

Fri., Feb. 28:  Lunch: Elem.: Pizza Crunchers; Jr/Sr High: Hamburger
Coe Jazz Festival 
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North Cedar Community School District 
102 East North St. 
P.O. Box 247 
Stanwood, IA 52337

Postal Customer 

The mission of North Cedar Community School District, in partnership with its 
community and staff, is to ensure a safe and caring environment for each student, 
providing the essential knowledge, values, skills, and attitudes to create lifelong 
learners who are responsible, contributing, and productive citizens in a changing and 
increasingly diverse world. 

Everything we do at NCCSD is for our students, and we encourage them all to take part in the enrichment and 
extracurricular opportunities for which they are eligible.   

• Athletics for junior high school and senior high school students
• Fine arts activities for 5th through 12th graders
• Extracurricular clubs and organizations for junior high and senior high school students
• Counseling services for all grades

An active, supportive community strengthens NCCSD. Parents and patrons who elect to get involved and support 
our students and their activities aid the district.

• Athletics Boosters bolster our student athletes and the athletics programs
• Encore Club supports our fine arts programs
• Knights Community Organization fosters the relationships between parent, student, staff, and community
• North Cedar Education Foundation provides financial support to help broaden the district’s education

opportunities




