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Superintendent Dohmen's Message 

Dear staff, students, parents, and our whole North Cedar learning 
community,

On behalf of myself, the administration of the North Cedar Community 
School District, and the board of directors, I wanted to send out a thank 
you for all the amazing work you are doing during this unprecedented 
time.   On behalf of our students and our staff, really our whole learning 
community, thank you for the care you have shown and the good 
decision-making done so far to get us through these difficult times.  I 
don't use the word heroes very often, but in my world right now, that is 
exactly what you are. You are true heroes.  I want to express the district's 
thank you in everything you are doing.

I am sorry we are caught up in this 
moment, but one thing I am 
comforted by is the fact that the 
North Cedar staff and community are 
the ones that are helping us lead 
through this. So, thank you again for 
all the amazing work you are doing.

North Cedar is making the best decisions that we can with the 
information we have, even though this information seems to be 
changing daily.  In these high stake times, we have high expectations at 
North Cedar. I always ask my staff are you taking care of yourself so you 
can take care of others. This may be a time to think about whether there 
are silver linings at this moment.   As people that serve others, you give 
up a lot of family time; perhaps, this is the time to make memories with 
your family, or to take up that hobby that you quit. Regardless, it is a 
time to take care of yourself physically and mentally.  Taking care of 
yourself helps you make the best decisions you can during these trying 
times.
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Message from Principal Horman and Principal Bendixen 

Teachers and administrators worked collaboratively through Zoom meetings last week to identify quality 
educational enrichment resources for Preschool through 12th grade students. These resources were sent 
out to families last week by email, and can also be accessed through the district's website and 
Facebook page.  The online resources are organized by grade-levels and/or content areas. 

https://north-cedar.org/news#athomeactivities 

*These resources and activities are recommended but optional.

*NO academic activities or tasks will be required of students or considered as a part of meeting grade-
level standards or evaluated through a grade-level or course grade.

We have settled into a routine of working mainly from home with time in our buildings as needed. We are 
meeting regularly with the Superintendent/Directors and are keeping up-to-date with new information 
shared daily by the Governor, President, Center for Disease Control, and the Department of Education. The 
amount of information coming our way has been a bit overwhelming, but we are using it to guide our 
decisions as we move forward through the next few weeks. We will continue to share updated information 
with the community as it becomes available. 

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns you may have.  Email is the best way to reach 
us at this time. Take care!

Principal Bendixen - mbendixen@north-cedarstu.org 
Principal Horman - jhorman@north-cedarstu.org 

From the School Nutrition Department:

When we heard Governor Reynolds say late Sunday, March 15, that school would be closed, the immediate thought 
was how are we going to continue to provide meals to our families?

An email was sent to our state consultant that same evening asking what we need to do to make that happen. We had 
an emergency admin. meeting on Monday morning, and our goal was to start providing breakfast and lunch meals on 
Wednesday. We received approval from the State Department and within 48 hours, the kitchens were fully sanitized, 
paperwork was in place, orders finalized, and a menu was created to start providing meals.  On the 1st day of meal 
pick-up, Wednesday, March 18th, we served a total of 124 children in our community. As of March 31st, we are 
serving 260 children. Meals can be picked up at any school building in the district and can also be delivered if 
needed.

We are also working with HACAP Food Reservoir in Hiawatha to provide extra food to families when picking up meals. 
We are looking for feedback to see if this is something that families would like to continue while school is closed. 
There is no cost for the extra food items.

I want to thank all who are helping. It takes a team to make this happen and we could not do this without all of your 
support! 

It's not too late to sign up for meals. Breakfast and lunch meals are FREE to ANY student ages 0 thru 18 years of age. 
If you would like to sign up for meals, please contact Jen Smith at: jsmith@north-cedarstu.org or 563-452-3179 
Ext. 5. 

Jen Smith
School Nutrition Director
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The North Cedar Transportation Dept has been working hard on disinfecting the school buses from top to bottom. 
During a normal school week, the drivers will disinfect all bus seats, where the students normally touch, and high 
areas of touch. While school is currently closed, we are doing what we normally do for spring cleaning.  This includes 
disinfecting buses from the ceilings to windows, walls, seat, seat backs and floors. This process also includes the 
drivers compartment, handrails and the entire outside of the buses. These buses are then quarantined for 48 hours to 
ensure that all the viruses are off the metal surfaces.  Any buses, suburbans, or cars used during this time will be re-
cleaned and quarantined after it is returned.   
      We are also coordinating with the food service department to help the district in delivering meals that are vital to 
the students and community at this time.  Under normal circumstances we would be focusing on student safety, but 
now we have shifted, trying to maintain flexibility for the district and normalcy for the students and public.  

Robert Johnson
Garage Manager
North Cedar School
319-538-1245

Message from Nurse Lee

During stressful situations, children often worry and have many questions about why it is happening and how it can 
be fixed.  Your confidence and calm attitude will help your children feel safe and secure. 

Helpful tips regarding children and COVID-19:
• Keep activities as consistent and normal as possible even if your normal routine changes.
• Make time to talk to your children.  Allow them to express their feelings and concerns.
• Children need to feel safe and loved.  When children are afraid or uncertain about situations, they may need 

even more affection and attention.
• Limit exposure to what your children see or hear on television, radio, or online.  Too much information can 

lead to anxiety.

Teach children everyday actions to reduce the spread of germs:
• Remind children to cough or sneeze into a tissue or their elbow. Have them dispose of a tissue in the trash after

each use.
• Get children into a hand-washing habit.

-Teach them to wash their hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing their
nose, coughing or sneezing, going to the bathroom and before eating or preparing food.

-If soap and water are not available, teach them to use hand sanitizer. Hand sanitizer should contain at least
60% alcohol.  Supervise young children when they use hand sanitizer to prevent them from putting their hands in
their mouth after use.

Message from Building and Grounds Director

The custodial/maintenance staff have been diligently cleaning and disinfecting our buildings. Their day starts at 5:00 
AM in the daycares, getting those areas done before children arrive. Hand sanitizer, wipes, and spray are provided for 
the daycare staff to use throughout the day as well. All rooms in the district will be sanitized and signs posted to 
ensure that no one enters the finished room until the situation improves. The staff continues to perform their normal 
and seasonal duties, getting equipment ready for mowing season and fixing things in need of repair. The staff will 
assist with food service in prepping meals when needed.
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Superintendent’s Message 
Continued from page 1

One important thing to remember is that social distancing is not social isolation. One of the things you 
can do is reach out to friends, family, and colleagues; you can also reach out to North Cedar. We are 
trying to anticipate your needs as best as we possibly can.  We would love to hear from you about what 
we can do to serve you well.  Most of us are working remotely, like we should be doing, but we can

easily and readily be available through our email 
addresses, phones, social media, or even video 
conferencing.  So please, reach out to us on how 
we can serve you during these difficult times. Thank 
you for your decision-making, thank you for your 
service, and yes, thank you for being a hero.  
Because of you, we will get through this.

Best Regards,

Mark Dohmen
March Board Meeting Highlights

Each month the North Cedar School Board will be sharing two or three key highlights of our monthly board 
meetings. These takeaways are messages that the board collectively feels are important for the public to 
know. Here are the highlights from the March 16, 2020, meeting:

1. COVID-19 Response. The community show of support during the COVID-19 pandemic has been
remarkable. District administration, teachers, staff, parents, students and community members have
shown unity in the current uncertain times. The North Cedar School Board thanks you for your solidarity
and for continuing to be strong Knights.

2. Sharing Agreements and Early Retirement. While faced with continuing enrollment and budget
challenges over the last several years, we have entered into several sharing agreements with
neighboring school districts to share teachers, directors and administration. Existing agreements were
extended for another year resulting in salary and benefit savings and state operational sharing dollars
of approximately $260,000. These cost savings allow North Cedar to reduce expenses, yet maintain
valuable programs for our students. The board also approved an early retirement request for Jody
Montz. We thank her and all staff for their dedication to our students.

3. Public Involvement. Members of the public and students attended the meeting to advocate for a cause
of concern to them. We applaud their participation in the meeting and the support they showed for
each other.
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To view the full agenda and attachments of North Cedar School Board meetings, click the Online Board 
App button at https://north-cedarstu.org/Board_of_Education. Meeting minutes are also posted online 
following each meeting. 
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North Cedar Activities Calendar April 
2020 
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Due to the COVID-19, the calendar is subject to change.

Mon., April 13:
No School
4pm Varsity Girls Golf @ Plum River Golf Course
4pm Varsity Boys Golf vs Midland @ 3-30 Golf & 
Country Club, Lowden
4pm Jr. High Track Meet @ Tipton City Park

Tues., April 14:
12:30pm Varsity Boys Golf @ Kalona
4pm Varsity Boys Track @ Central DeWitt HS
4:30pm Varsity Girls Track @ Bill Bails Track, 
Stanwood

Thurs., April 16:
12pm Varsity Boys Golf @ Tipton Golf Club
4:30pm Varsity Girls and Boys Track @ Anamosa 

Sat., April 18:
7pm Spring Play @ Debbie Harms Theater, Clarence

Sun., April 19:
2pm Spring Play @ Debbie Harms Theater, Clarence

Mon., April 20:
No School--PD Day
4pm Varsity Girls Golf @ Valley Oaks Golf Club
4pm Varsity Boys Golf vs Camance @ 3-30 Golf & 
Country Club, Lowden
4:15pm Jr. High Track Meet @ Bill Bails Track, 
Stanwood
6pm School Board Meeting @ Stanwood

Tues., April 21:
12pm Varsity Boys Golf @ Wahkonsa Golf Course
4:15pm Varsity Girls & Boys Track Meet @ Solon HS

Thurs., April 23:
4:30pm Varsity Girls & Boys Track @ Dean Nelson 
Field, Monticello

Sat., April 25:
Prom 
Young Musicians Honor Band @ Cedar Rapids 
Prairie HS

Mon., April 27:
4pm Varsity Girls Golf vs Anamosa @ 3-30 Golf & 
Country Club, Lowden
4:30pm Varsity Boys Golf @ Fawn Creek Golf 
Course
4:30pm Varsity Boys Track @ Northeast HS

Tues., April 28:
12pm Varsity Boys Golf @ West Liberty
4:30pm Varsity Boys Track @ Bill Bails Track, 
Stanwood

Wed., April 29:
12pm Varsity Boys Golf @ Monticello

Thurs., April 30:
4:15pm Jr. High Track Meet @ Wilton HS
4:15pm Varsity Girls & Boys Track Meet @ Cascade 
HS

Fri., May 1:
Fine Arts Trip to Chicago

Sat., May 2:
Adventureland Festival of Bands @ Altooona
Fine Arts Trip to Chicago

Sun., May 3:
Fine Arts Trip to Chicago

Cleaning electronic devices, especially if they are being shared with family and/or friends, is very important in 
extending the life of your device and YOU. Disinfectant wipes can be used for the hard case and keyboard/mouse of 
your device, but not recommended for the screen.  There are screen wipes and cleaning products that will work, but 
simple soap and water also works.  Keep in mind, when using a spray, to not spray directly on the device, but into 
the cloth that you are using.  I would suggest lint-free cloths or microfiber cloths. If your cleaner leaves a film on 
your screen, just buff it out with a dry, lint-free and/or microfiber cloth.

Peter Green, Technology Director
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North Cedar Community School District 
102 East North St. 
P.O. Box 247 
Stanwood, IA 52337

Postal Customer 

The mission of North Cedar Community School District, in partnership with its 
community and staff, is to ensure a safe and caring environment for each student, 
providing the essential knowledge, values, skills, and attitudes to create lifelong 
learners who are responsible, contributing, and productive citizens in a changing and 
increasingly diverse world. 

Everything we do at NCCSD is for our students, and we encourage them all to take part in the enrichment and 
extracurricular opportunities for which they are eligible.   

• Athletics for junior high school and senior high school students
• Fine arts activities for 5th through 12th graders
• Extracurricular clubs and organizations for junior high and senior high school students
• Counseling services for all grades

An active, supportive community strengthens NCCSD. Parents and patrons who elect to get involved and support 
our students and their activities aid the district.

• Athletics Boosters bolster our student athletes and the athletics programs
• Encore Club supports our fine arts programs
• Knights Community Organization fosters the relationships between parent, student, staff, and community
• North Cedar Education Foundation provides financial support to help broaden the district’s education

opportunities




