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Director’s Message
By Don German, Executive Director

ARSA will be losing the direct involvement of Tim O’Malley, as he has 
announced his retirement effective this June, at the tender age of ??. Tim has been 
a good friend and a great addition to the ARSA family for many years. Tim was 
born and raised in Phoenix. Except for two years spent in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico he has spent his entire life in Phoenix. Tim went to St. Francis Xavier 
Elementary School and West High School in Phoenix. He attended Phoenix 
College, but graduated from ASU with a BA degree in History. (All of the really 
smart people have degrees in History). He went on to receive his Masters of 
Organizational Management from the University of Phoenix. Tim says his mother 
was the greatest influence in his life giving him a solid religious foundation. He 
credits two men, Dick Halman and Dave Orman as the two most influential male 
figures in his life. Tim has a beautiful, patient and loving wife Sharon, a daughter 
Denise (husband James) Diven and three grandchildren, Jacob, Matthew, and 
Katie Grace. The Diven family lives in Santa Barbara, California. His only sibling 
Sally passed away 2 years ago.

Tim started sweeping floors and unloading boxcars at O’Malley Lumber 
Company at about fifteen years of age. He worked his way up to driving trucks 
delivering lumber and glass all over Arizona, Las Vegas, Nevada and into New 
Mexico. He retired early as the president of O’Malley Glass and Millwork 
Division. He then went to work for Karsten Manufacturing (Ping) as their 
facilities manager helping the Solheim family reorganize their company divisions 
and to downsize working himself right out of a job. Tim worked various jobs that 
brought him into contact with ARSA, AASBO, ASA and ASBA.

He formed the O’Malley group, in1996, to help school districts with projects and 
facilities work because he knew that most school administrators were educators, 
not construction or facilities managers. Sharon says it was just to keep him out 
from underfoot at home!

Tim has helped countless school districts and other entities to complete new 
construction projects, tackle major repair and remodel jobs, repair major damage 
from fire and other catastrophic occurrences. He even helped NASA on a special 
technical project in Palo Alto, California. Tim is a certified facilities manager and 
what people might not know is Tim has completed every AASBO business course 
they offer. He has even taught Maintenance and Operation courses for them over 
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This summer Antelope Union High School, Wellton Elementary, Hyder Elementary and Mohawk Valley 
Elementary Districts will host a professional development class with the University of Phoenix. This 
opportunity will allow our combined staffs to provide a stronger technology acumen in the classroom and 
use various aspects of online media to increase learning and build a connection with students. The class 
is provided through the Title II grant, and Antelope Union has worked with the University of Phoenix 
education department to host the class.

University of Phoenix, College of Education, offers a variety of professional development coursework 
that are 4 weeks in length and 3 semester credits. Each class incorporates current trends in the K-12 
classroom to provide a fresh perspective.  We develop classes in which the student learning process is 
cultivated in the best possible way – through practice and hands on application. Our facilitators guide 
students with examples and thought provoking questions so that they can create exciting lessons that 
enhance student learning.
 
The College of Education has developed a series of technology in the classroom courses, and the 
East Yuma County districts will be completing TECH/521: Presentation Technology For Educators. 
This course is for teachers to develop instructional materials using multimedia presentation tools, learn 
about online applications vs. traditional software application, and presentation assessment strategies. 
The 4 week class meets 1 day per week at the school site. At the end of the course, teachers will have 
technology instruction to deliver in their class and incorporate into student assignments, plus 3 semester 
credits to apply towards their professional development.

Technology in the classroom is an essential component of educating learners that are ready for the 
demands of the modern day workplace.  Technology is infused in everyday life and in every mundane 
task, therefore, technology should be ubiquitous in the classroom.  It should also be interchangeable 
with paper, pencils, and other offline tools, so that using it is not an event, just a natural element of 
knowledge application and analysis.  Students should pick up technology as they would a piece of 
paper or individual whiteboard in the classroom.  It is critical for teachers to feel comfortable with a 
variety of technology, including hardware, software, websites and apps for use in the classroom.  If 
a teacher is not confident in the use of technology, they are less likely to use it in the classroom.  
Focused professional development with support through professional learning networks (PLN), 
professional learning communities (PLC), coaches, and administration can increase teacher confidence 
and willingness to take risks with technology.  Effective use of technology in the classroom has 

Combining Forces for Technology Instruction

Continued on Page 4

Dr. Andrew L. Smith, Antelope Union High School District #50
Megan Bird, Paradise Valley Unified School District

Nicole Berkebile, University of Phoenix



Page 4

Continued from Page 3

Combining forces for 
Technology Instruction
Dr. Andrew L. Smith, Antelope Union High School District #50
Megan Bird, Paradise Valley Unified School District
Nicole Berkebile, University of Phoenix

immeasurable benefits to students.  Students that are less willing to speak up in class may be more 
likely to respond on an online forum.  A student that struggles with written expression might be able to 
get thoughts expressed more clearly by typing them as compared to hand writing those thoughts.  Given 
a new challenge, a student could become passionate about a topic and learn all the aspects beyond 
what a teacher knows, because technology gives everyone access to a world of information, tutorials, 
and content they might not get in the classroom. Technology also is a natural engagement for students, 
as they are a generation that does not know life without technology.  They can learn information at 
their own pace, create projects, and make sense of learning by stretching their brain and responding to 
essential questions in a new way.  In addition, students can have time to process and think critically to 
collaborate digitally and create their own content.  The International Society for Technology in Education 
(ISTE) just revised their student standards and if technology is not being infused in the classroom, it is a 
disservice to learners.

Since this is the first attempt at working with the University of Phoenix, it is our hope that similar 
opportunities will arise and teachers can explore further professional development or classes can be 
hosted on annual basis.

In some parts of the world, students are going to school 
every day. It’s their normal life. But in other part of the 
world, we are starving for education... it’s like a precious 

gift. It’s like a diamond.

Let us remember: One book, one pen, one child, and one 
teacher can change the world.

Malala Yousafzai
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The Professional Group Public Consulting, Inc

Business Management Services

Purchasing GFA

Student Attendance  Transportation

Activities and Auxiliary Reconciliations

Pre-Audit Services Interim Staffing 

Grant Applications & Management             

www.pgpc.org

Mohave and SAVE cooperative contracts

Our People Make The Difference!

480-699-4458

Technology

Classroom

Construction

Food Service

Transportat
ion

Facilities
Library

We have the cooperative contracts to fit your needs & enhance your purchasing power

Kingman 928-753-6945  |  Phoenix  602-277-4290  |  Tucson  520-888-9664  |  www.mesc.org
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Director’s Message
Goodbye To A Dear Friend

By Don German, Executive Director

the years. Tim says his most satisfying professional accomplishment is being the Construction/Facility manager for the 
Trinity Cathedral of Phoenix working with all stakeholders to restore and improve the cathedral after a devastating fire.

Tim’s love of rural Arizona schools and his active involvement with ARSA have Tim’s compassion for the “little guy”, the 
underdog, those who feel like they don’t have a voice nor a chance. His biggest love, though, is for kids. If you have ever 
walked through a school site, where he was working, with Tim the kids light up almost as much as he does when they see 
each other. Tim has always been available to support school administrators in their decision making, working with their 
school board and being the expert voice of reason among all parties involved in the project from the architect, Schools 
Facilities Board, general and specialty contractors, the community, school leaders and always with the goal, what is best 
for the kids.

Tim has not only been an advisor and friend to ARSA, but regularly gives of his time and has generously opened his 
wallet to support the organization. He has been especially involved in the ARSA Teacher of the Year Program for the 
county finalists and the Arizona Rural Teacher of the Year.

The O’Malleys plan to leave in early June to embark on an adventure they have always wanted to do. They want to try 
and visit every presidential library in the United States.

Continued from Page 1

Tim O’Malley
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Celebrating Culture at Kiser Elementary
By Kristin Turner

When the Paloma School District was fortunate enough to receive 
funding for a new school, design discussions quickly focused on 
turning every space into a learning opportunity that also celebrated 
the rich history and culture of the area. There was no talk of bland, 
generic choices. Creativity and purpose dominated discussions 
and with the help of The O’Malley Group, SPS+, Concord 
Construction, Inc., and the Paloma School District, the new Kiser 
Elementary School will showcase the southwest in a way rarely 
found in schools.

Arizona culture is easily visible as you approach the new Kiser Elementary buildings. The look 
of the copper fascia that adorns the entrance of each classroom building will initially grab your 
attention. Once you walk through the doors, you will notice the concrete hallways have been stained 
to resemble a desert wash and traditional southwest vigas and arched windows add comfort to the 
learning spaces in the corridor. The local history of cattle ranches and farmland is not only visible 
from the playground, but the local farms gave their cattle brands to the school to be stuck in the 
concrete path surrounding the preschool playground. In the 
upcoming years, each class will be given a project to add to the 
historical tapestry of our school. For example, as Phase II nears 
the end of construction, the 4th grade students have been tasked 
with designing a timeline of Arizona history that will span the 
longest interior space on campus.

Though many of the design choices were chosen because of 
their historical and cultural significance, do not think for even 
one second that the classrooms are stuck in the past.  Each 
classroom space has the newest technology for surround sound, 
voice amplification, and interactive projectors. Bright color choices 
and lots of natural light benefit the students in a rich blended 
learning environment with one-to-one technology. Though the 
classrooms seem to show a 
juxtaposition of the traditional 
design choices and the twenty-first 
century learning environment, the 
blend of the environments is what 
makes the buildings timeless. This 
building will be renovated in 50 
years as a significantly important 
historic landmark instead of being 
torn down and recreated. It will 
stand the test of time and enhance 
the education of every student that 
walks through its doors. 
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Your ARSA Executive Board
Past-President  
Karl Uterhardtt
Cochise Elementary School District

President
Wes Brownfield  
Chino Valley Unified School District

President-Elect
John Warren   
Topock Elementary District

Treasurer
Andy Smith  
Antelope Union HSD

Secretary 
Kristin Turner
Paloma Elementary District

County Superintendent Representative 
Jaqueline Price
La Paz County School District

Higher Education Representative   
Patty Horn  
Northern Arizona University

Business Advisor Representative  
Tim O’Malley 
The O’Malley Group

Regional Representatives

NE  - Robbie Koerperich 
Holbrook Unified School District

NW - Jaime Festa-Daigle
Holbrook Unified School District

SE - Sean Rickert
Pima Unified School District

Central - Melissa Sadorf
Stanfield Unified School District

SW - Kevin Imes
Steady JTED Superintendent

Executive Director    
Don German
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Tim Goes Out With a.. .

Photos of Kiser 
Elementary 
School. This is the 
last project that 
Tim O’Malley 
coordinated before 
his retirement. 

The building’s 
copper facade.

A typical 
classroom 

environment.
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The building’s 
southwestern 

inspired 
architecture.

A preschool 
classroom.

Open hallways
allow light in.
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More Tim O’Malley

There’s Tim again, 
talking to people... 
He always seems to 
be smiling! 
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As the Executive Director of ARSA it is my pleasure to serve on the board of Directors of the RAIN grant.  The 
grant covers The White Mountains, The Verde Valley, Eastern Arizona (Graham & Greenlee Counties), and Cochise 
County.  These four areas have many local groups as well as school districts partnered to provide informal STEM 
education opportunities for the youth in each area.  Almost all of the school districts inside the areas boundaries 
are members of ARSA.  Each area will receive $50,000 dollars per year for four years to accomplish the goals and 
objectives outlined in the grant

RURAL ACTIVATION AND INNOVATION NETWORK (RAIN) GRANT
By Don German, Executive Director
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Save The 
Dates

Annual Conference
“Celebrating Arizona’s Teachers”

September 14th,15th, and 16th, 2017
in Flagstaff @ Little America

Golf Tournament
September 14th @ 9:00 AM

Flagstaff Ranch Golf Club
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More Tim O’Malley

There’s Tim again, 
hanging out and 
doing things. He 

always seems to be 
having fun!
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Arizona	Rural	Schools	Association	
Annual	Conference	Registration	

September	14	-16,	2017	
Flagstaff,	Arizona	

	
Name	___________________________________		Position	____________________________	
	
District/Organization	___________________________________________________________	
	
Address	_____________________________________________________________________	
	
City	__________________________________		State	__________________		Zip	___________	
	
Phone	____________________________Email	______________________________________	
	
Website	_____________________________________________________________________	

	
Fees/Meals	included	in	Registration	Fee	

	
ARSA	Member	$230.00	__________	 	 	 	 Non-Member	$500.00	__________		
	
	 Thursday	Social	(5:00	pm	–	7:30	pm)	 	 	 	Friday	Buffet	Breakfast	 	 	
	
	 Friday	Buffet	Luncheon		 												Friday	Dinner													Saturday	Breakfast			
							

Guest:		All	Meals	$100.00																	Friday	Dinner	Only	$50.00		
	
The	Teacher	of	The	Year	Awards	Ceremony	and	the	Hall	of	Fame	Ceremony	will	be	held	during	
the	Friday	Dinner.	
	
Please	return	the	registration	form	with	your	P.O.	or	check	to:	 ARSA	

P.O.	Box	306	
Salome,	AZ	85348	

Or	email	the	registration	form	and	P.O.	to	arsa@tds.net	
	

	

For	reservations	call	800-865-1401.		Reservation	deadline:		August	15,	2017	
						Conference	Location:		Little	America	

2515	East	Butler	Avenue	
Flagstaff,	AZ	86004	

	
	

No	refunds	after	September	1,	2017.	
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You spoke, we listened. New, improved versions of the products you love are here.

 

 RUN RIGHT....SALESPARTS & SERVICE

602‐307‐1050 / www.rwcgroup.com

RWC Group, 600 N. 75th Ave, Phoenix, AZ 85043
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ARIZONA RURAL SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION 
GOLF TOURNAMENT @ Flagstaff Ranch  

Thursday, September 14, 2017 
Check-in 8:00 Shotgun Start 9:30  
Sponsor Packages & Entry Form 

 
o Championship Sponsor - $2500 includes green fees for two foursomes, range balls, lunch and signage at 

four tee boxes, company banner displayed at Registration Table, and logo in promotional material 

o Corporate Sponsor - $2000 tee box sponsor with golf for four players, and conference sponsor with exhibit 
booth, includes signage at one tee box, green fees, range balls, and lunch, along with conference exhibitor 
registration for two, including booth choice 

o Event Sponsor - $1500 includes green fees for four players, range balls, lunch and signage at two tee boxes, 
company banner displayed at Registration Table 

o Tee Box Sponsor with Four Players - $700 includes green fees for four players, range balls, lunch and 
signage at one tee box 

o Tee Box Sponsor with Two Players - $400 includes green fees for two players and range balls, and 
signage at one tee box 

o Tee Box Sponsor with One Player - $250 includes green fees for one player, and range balls, and signage 
at one tee box 

o Individual Golfer - $150 includes green fees for one player, range balls and lunch 

All Golfers Must Be Registered for the 2017 Conference to Participate (unless a sponsor guest)  
Registration Closes September 1, 2017 

PLAYER(S) INFORMATION: 
Contact Name:                

Business/Organization Name:              

E-mail Address:           Phone:  (_____) _____ - ___________ 

Mailing Address:                

City:         State:     Zip Code:        

  

 Player Name e-mail Address Phone # 

#1    

#2    

#3    

#4    

Please Indicate if you wish your foursome(s) to remain:      Intact [  ]   OR  Split Up [  ]. 
Just attach additional forms or a list if you are registering more than four golfers. 

 
TOTAL Amount Enclosed                                                            $____________________________ 

 
Remit payment to: Arizona Rural Schools Association      PO Box 306 Salome, Arizona 85348 

For more information, contact Don German at (928) 859-4501 or (602) 499-0501 
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General Membership Meeting
Monday June 12th @ 7:00 AM

“El Conquistador” in Tucson


