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Enjoy our Sept. 2019 edition
       ow Hawks, it is hard to believe it is already September! Another year, another 
adventure. As we entered the year, we pieced  together this year’s first Talon 
magazine. It was a blast capturing memories and hearing the many voices of our 
school. From interviewing you lovely people, to getting up-close-and-personal to 
take pictures and research our campus culture -- everyone  on our team had a major 
role to play while making this magazine. We worked on to getting you the inside look 
into the everyday lives of MO Staff members and students. The Talon hopes you love 
this magazine as much as we do! For more information, check out our YouTube 
channel and watch our weekly videos. Love you, Hawks!
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Q: 
Although 
water polo 
is growing, 
many don’t 
understand 
it. How 
would you 
describe it? 
A: 
“It’s like 
soccer, but 
with kung fu 
panda inside 
the water.” 
- Ashley 
Robles

Q: 
What’s your 
favorite thing 
about playing? 
A: 
“The fact that 
it’s a team 
sport, and 
getting a tan!” 
- Summer Briseno

“Scoring and 
aggression are my 
favorite parts.”  
- Karsyn Barteau 





                  Minutes With Chelsea 
Rios-Gomez, MO’s Shining Star

More to Her Than 
Meets the Eye

   Being an elite student and 
having a lot to do outside of 
school is no joke:  if there is one 
person who knows this well, it’s 
none other than Chelsea Rios 
herself. Chelsea has grown up to 
overcome some of the biggest 
obstacles she could have ever 
imagined for herself. The thing 
about Chelsea is that she doesn’t 
just overcome her obstacles, she 
thrives and surpasses them.  
From overcoming trials faced in 
school or at home, there is clearly 
more to Chelsea than what 
appears on the surface. 

13

Brother’s Keeper 
 
   What a lot of people don’t 
know about Chelsea is that 
the most important person to 
her is her amazing little 
brother. Her little brother is 
the one person who motivates 
her the most and pushes her 
to do her best in life. Who is 
this precious little boy? His 
name is Steve; he is 13.  He 
has high-functioning autism, 
but never lets that stop him, 
This courage that illuminates 
from that brave young man
    

By Summer Enriquez



gives Chelsea hope and drives 
her to get a better future for 
herself and for him. 

Bright Future 
Ahead

As for that future of hers, the 
possibilities are endless.  She 
is shooting for the stars when 
it comes to careers. She would 
love to either be an 
astrophysicist or and 
attorney. The main reasons 
she would want to be an 
astrophysicist is because  

space and astronomy has 
alway interested her. As for 
being an attorney, she has 
been influenced by her family 
heavily. Since both of her 
parents are from Mexico, she 
sees that many immigrants 
need people to represent 
them. When asked to share 
further thoughts, she simply 
said,  
“I want to defend those who 
can’t defend or fight for 
themselves.”  
Chelsea Rios- Gomez is force 
to be reckoned with. One 
thing is for sure, this girl is 
going to go places. 



Coming from the shadows and 
vast years of loss, the mighty 
Mission Oak Hawks prevailed over 
the Bakersfield West Vikings to 
start the new season as winners. 

Mission Oak had an amazing start 
in the game when #80, Dustin 
Schnacker, managed to get a 
fumble recovery. Within 14 
seconds, Hawks took flight with 
their first touchdown.

This awoke many students 
watching, to see the opportunity 
the Hawks had been given.

Astonishing plays were made in 
the 2nd quarter by #32, Juan 
“Anthony” Velazquez, with a 
14-yard return for the Hawks. 
Along with #2, Michael “Mike” 
Iriye, who got an impressive gain 
of 67-rushing yards. 

By Andrew Hernandez

“We even knew what they were running. It was a great 
team win.” — #32 Anthony Velazquez

VICTORY: Vanquishing 
the Vikings



Both Velazquez and Schnacker made 
startling stops in the 3rd quarter of the 
game, preventing the Vikings to score on 
the Hawks. Overall, in the 2nd and 3rd 
quarters, the Hawks were able to hold off 
the Vikings 14-7. 

In the beginning of the 4th quarter, the 
Hawks continued to push to the end and 
perform extraordinary in both defense 
and offense. 

Only four minutes to go by, the Hawks 
rushed into the endzone for their 3rd 
shattering touchdown of the quarter.

Around the 9th minute of the 4th quarter 
it was  #9, Jadon Aguilar, who made a 
stunning takedown to get Hawks the ball 
at the 30-yard line. This resulted in #1, 
Beau Arriaga, to take home the 4th and 
final touchdown of that night.

Hawks fought hard against the Vikings in 
the last two minutes of the 4th quarter. 
As the clock ticked closer to the end, the 
record breaking of an estimated 450-500 
student attendees of Mission Oak grew 
restless as they knew this season began 
with a phenomenal win.

 



Martinez ready to rock senior year
By Eberardo Parra

     Senior year is a year 
to make memories, 
work hard, and to 
prepare yourself for the 
real world. Jonathan 
Martinez is currently a 
senior at

Fierce jon

Mission Oak High 
School. He is currently 
on the Varsity football 
team, which is off to a 
strong start this season. 
Martinez is going to do 
wrestling as well.



     He is looking 
forward to his senior 
year. He has stated 
that he is trying to 
make his senior year 
his best one yet. He 
is trying to make 
amazing  memories 
that would carry on 
for a lifetime. He 
loves how many 
friends he has made 
throughout his high 
school years,  now 
he considers them 
all to be family.     Martinez is excited for 

wrestling season to 
come this winter.
     We are excited to see 
what is in store for his 
last year of high school, 
and the memories he will 
he make as a Hawk 
before he graduates.



SERG: THE OG DRIVER 

HAIL

Sergio Mata is more than a bus driver to the students 
of Mission Oak. He’s a mentor and, most importantly, 
a friend. 

By Chelsea Rios-Gomez

TO
THE

DRIVERBUS



Sergio Mata has been 
a bus driver for 
TJUHSD for 5 years, 
and every morning he 
greets each student 
with enthusiasm and 
warmth. Two years 
ago, Mata started 
doing raffles for the 
students. They had 
opportunities to win 
movie tickets, gift 

cards for restaurants, 
or family four-packs 
for dinner. This year 
he decided to go an 
extra mile for his kids.    
This year he is offering 
a $500 scholarship for 
the seniors on his 
MO4 route. He 
compared this 
scholarship as setting 
up a college

fund for his own 
children. 
He is always 
emphasizing that 
the students of this 
school district have 
taught him a lot 
over the years, and 
this is just a little 
something special 
to remember him 
by. 

“It started with the love for 
the kids on my bus. They 
are more than just 
students.” — Sergio Mata 



retreat

All MO freshmen will take a trip to the 
scenic national parks this October

HAWK



      tudies have shown that successful adults 
in America tend to benefit from valuable 
childhood experiences — especially trips to 
the natural beauty of our national parks.  
That’s why Mission Oak High School is 
continuing its tradition of bestowing the 
beauty of Sequoia & Kings Canyon National 
Park to all Hawk freshmen.                          
___Hawk Retreat is organized by the Link 
Crew Locos, who guide their freshmen 
families through a golden field trip around the 
General Sherman Tree in the Giant Forest.  
About 100 freshmen will take the field trips on 
one of the following days:

➢ Monday, Oct. 14, Tuesday, Oct. 15, 
Monday, Oct. 28 or Tuesday, Oct. 29.

___The field trips start at 8:30 a.m. and 
students are back at MO by 3:30 p.m., so 
daily bus schedules are not affected.          
___“It’s a great chance for freshmen to bond 
with their Link Crew family, to talk about their 
future and set goals to really be successful in 
the next four years of high school,” said Mr. 
Hazelwood, co-adviser with Ms. Buchanan 
and Mr. Mendoza. “Like those beautiful Giant 
Sequoia trees, we want all of our Mission Oak 
freshmen to dream big in life.”

S



➢ School lunches are 
provided, but feel free 
to bring light snacks 
in your backpack.

➢ Weather is usually 
warm, but breezy in 
the morning, so bring 
a light jacket (and 
comfy shoes).

➢ Permission slips will 
be handed out by the 
counseling 
department via your 
English class.

➢ In late September, Mr. 
Hazelwood will email 
a spreadsheet. Find 
your name to see 
what date you’re 
scheduled for the trip.

➢ Teachers, counselors, 
administrators and 
park personnel 
chaperone each trip; 
the same behavior 
standards expected 
on campus are 
expected on the trips.

➢ For more information, 
email or contact Mr. 
Hazelwood.

‘Look deep into nature, and then you 
will understand everything better.’
                                                                  Albert Einstein



DaSilva
Da Real One 

By Maria Sanchez 

More than a legendary teacher and coach, 

she lives life as a fit-and-healthy role model 



Q: When 
did you 
decide on 
working 
out, and 
what age 
did you 
start? 
A: “I started 
working out 
at the age of 
14. The 
reason was 
because she 
wanted to be 
a better 
athlete.”

Q: How many 
times a day do 
you work out?
A: She does an 
average of 20 to 40 
minutes per workout. 



Q: What 
do you 
focus on 
when you 
work 
out? 
A: DaSilva 
only works 
on 
strength 
and cardio 
training.

Q: What is the 
Heaviest Weights 
You Have Lifted?
A: She only works on 
her technique and 
overall fitness, and 
doesn't care about 
lifting a specific 
weight.



Lunch Legends

●      Kimberly Reed, by the 200 building, is 
the lunch legend I interviewed and 
learned a little about. Example: Why she 
decided to be one of our campus meal 
providers. 

●      When I interviewed Reed, I learned 
the reason is that she cares for students 
and their overall health.

●      She stated that she likes to be in an 
environment that involves kids because 
that’s what she loves. She wants to learn 
from them and interact with them 
because her job is not like being behind 
the desk.

●      She sees it as kind of boring to stay 
in one area; working here, she is not in 
one spot.

By Israel Ceja Supplying MO 
students with 
nutrition is a 

heroic profession



●      I had also asked if any of the kids that she gets ever gives her 
any trouble. Her response was as expected by the Mission Oak 
campus. Reed said that they do not give her any issues. In fact it 
seemed as if they gave her a little more respect then what they give 
to their teachers because she is the one that feeds them!

●      One interesting thing about the nutrition team is that before lunch 
starts and before all the kids come about, they have a lot of stuff to 
do — like grab and pack their food onto their carts in 15 minutes 
before the students come out and eat. This can sometimes get a 
little chaotic.

●      To get the food they need to walk into the big freezers and grab it 
all. Every now and then that too gets hard, because it gets so 
stacked that they can barely walk through to get what they need. 
This is because there is so much food that is stored for us to be 
able to eat.

This is the 
Lunch Legends’ 
work place!



  
  

  Homework Lab 
Mr. Jones is 

Making 
Homework Lab 

the Place to 
Succeed This 

Year
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What All Can Be 
Expected to Change? 

     Most incoming 
freshmen will be moved 
into success labs and 
smaller versions of 
homework lab that are 
also available to 
anyone who prefers a 
smaller work 
environment
    Roll will now be 
taken primarily via 
Google Classroom.
     Seating charts and 
study skills classes are  
implemented for those 
struggling with their 
grades.  

“No student should be left 
behind in school. They fall so 
far back that they get stuck, 
it’s a lot like debt,”  Coach 
Jones, the teacher for homework 
lab, said when asked about the 
new changes made to homework 
lab following last year’s trial of 
the class. It’s the same rules 
enforced after changes midway 
through last year, more or less. 
He also disclosed that this year 
will be more math oriented, and 
he will be spending more time 
helping students with their work 
and monitoring IXL for students 
and scheduling them for  
retakes. 

Logo and cover photo of Allen Najera & Magaly Mercado by Brandon Bernal.


