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Enjoy our Oct. 2019 edition
  Boo! Sorry Hawks, didn’t mean to scare ya! Happy October, and we hope 
your month has been as great as Charlie Brown’s Pumpkin. This month has 
been a whole lot of fun and full of good times. Entering the spooky fall season 
just means that we have even more news for all you Hawks! This month 
especially has been jampacked with plenty of activities and amazing students 
doing awesome things. Once again, the Talon hopes you had a wonderful  
month and you can expect plenty more to come from us heading your way. 
Love you, Hawks!
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    We all remember 
our freshman year, 
the memories that we 
look back and laugh 
at, the ones we 
cherish, and maybe 
just a few that still 
make us cringe. 
    This school year, 
we gained about 400 
new freshman. It’s 
been a couple 
months, and they 
seem to have 
adjusted pretty well, 
but let’s take a closer 
look at some of our 
youngest Hawks. 

Susie 
Ortega
    Susie is a currently 
involved in the 
engineering program 

and tennis. She also 
plans on trying out 
for our school’s 
softball team in the 
spring. 
    She says that her 
school year has 
reminded her a lot of 
her eighth grade 
year at Alpine, but 
she says there’s, 
“more freedom and 
better food.” 
    

When asked about 
classes, she 
answered pretty 
impressively, 
saying that she’d 
figured out a way to 
finish homework in 
a productive way 
that allows for 
something that we 
all wish for, “more 
rest,” 
as well as those    



benefits, she says 
that she “did not 
expect as many 
games and music,” 
and looks forward to, 
“more fun events 
coming up.”  
    Well, it sounds like 
she’s off to a great 
start here at Mission 
Oak, so good luck to 
her with the rest of 
her school year! 

Jeremiah 
Mata 
    This is one of our 
very busy freshmen! 
Jeremiah plays 
football, basketball, 
is part of the Bible 
study club, and plays 
the cello in our 
school’s orchestra. 
He’s also part of the 
engineering 
program. 
       A couple parts of 
Mission Oak that he 
says are different are 
our dances and the 
variety of choices in 

our food. His 
favorite change 
however was, “how 
people act and 
how there’s not so 
much drama.” 

 “My year has 
been really fun. I 
have gotten to 
experience a 
whole lot in 
these first two or 
three months.” 

    

He’s looking 
forward to having 
even more fun and 
being involved, as 
well as things like 
field trips.
    We all hope he 
continues to have a 
fun year! 

So freshmen, keep 
this going and good 
luck with the rest of 
your year! 



Makayla
Oct 2019

Not Your Average Girl: 
Makayla Rubio

By Summer Enriquez
The Talon

   Who Is She?
  At first look in Mission 
Oak, we tend to forget 
everyone around us. That 
usually goes for 
everyone, but not for 
Makayla. This is one 
particular girl who stands 
out in the crowd just by 
being herself. She is one 
exceptional gal that has a 
lot going for her. 
   At a young age, 
Makayla found love for 
music and put her 
creativity into everything. 
Day by day Makayla 
works hard to reach the 
many goals she sets for 
herself both in and 
outside of school.

Gotta Love 
Those Band Kids
  Makayla Rubio has 

been involved in band for 
many years and 
absolutely loves it. At the 
start of high school, 
Makayla started as a 

 member of the Mission 
Oak  color guard and 
shortly after transitioned 
into our very own 
drumline. When asked 
about what she loves 
best about being apart of 
band she eagerly said,     
“What I like most about
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 being in band  is the 
relationships you build 
with the people.”
  Actually one of her 
favorite memories from 
band was made during 
her sophomore year. It 
was the year that during 
winter season they went 
undefeated and took the 
highest score at 
championships. 

Not Just a Pretty 
Face
   Something to keep in 
mind is that Makayla is 
not only a beauty but she 

definitely has a whole lot 
of brains and heart.  
   After high school, she 
plans on heading straight 
into college. Some of the 
schools she has her eyes 
out for is Fresno State 
and Monterey Bay.  The 
goal for her is to 
eventually become an 
elementary school 
teacher and help mold 
the young minds of  the 
people of tomorrow. 
   Besides her goals after 
high school, she has 
many more for herself 
now. This year, she plans 
on earning straight A’s. 

Everyone’s Best 
Pal
   Makayla on a regular 
basis, loves being around 
people. 
     Her favorite thing to 
do is to be with Her 
boyfriend and hang out 
with her friends. People 
are just naturally drawn 
to this artistic and 
relatable girl. 
     She is one person with 
a huge heart for 
everyone in her life. 
More than anything, she 
going to continue 
standing out. 



Homecoming



Carlos Sanchez-Jiménez
AND

Jadyn Young

What was your reaction?
“I was more focused on the 
game then winning 
homecoming, so at the time, I 
wasn’t so much in shock but 
more content. So after our W, I 
went home, showered, went to 
bed, and it finally hit me the 
following morning… I won 
Mission Oak’s Homecoming 
King.”
What’s your favorite part of 
that night?
“My favorite part of the 
Homecoming night would have 
to be winning the homecoming 
game as the Homecoming King 
with all my brothas.”

What was your reaction?
“I was shocked, excited, and 
honored at the same time.
How does it feel?
At first it felt so surreal! 
I couldn’t believe it! 
It was a very humbling 
experience and I’m so thankful!”
What was your favorite part of 
that night?
One of my favorite parts of 
homecoming was finishing the 
second half of the game by 
continuing the cheer tradition 
and cheering with my team.

By Leah Domingos





By Maria Sanchez 

By Maria Sanchez 

 “HE LOVES teaching 
students, Every day he 
strives to engage students 
in ways that will help 
them grow in their own 
leadership”
      - Mrs.Mendoza 

 Mission accomplished
Mr. Mendoza is giving up the ASB reigns after leading school spirit to huge levels



How does he feel about this being 
his last year as ASB director?
He feels both happy & sad, but 
feels great that he and ASB have 
done some meaningful things to 
increase school spirit, and happy 
to be able to pass it to someone 
charged up for the job, Mrs. 
Shelby Buchanan.

After six years as 
ASB director at 
Mission Oak, 
Mr. Mendoza is 
passing on the 
duties to its next 
leader. But his 
legacy will be 
remembered 
forever in the 
Hawk 
community. 
Under his 
leadership, 
Purple REIGN 
truly became a 
way of life. 



 Now that you will be able to focus on teaching 
Cultural History, what are the things that you are 
looking forward to in that class?
“I can not wait to be back in the classroom 
environment [full time]. Now I am able to focus on 
the career  and being able to inspire students to 
make a difference.”



By Andrew Hernandez

Buchanan ready to keep good times rolling at MO
ASB: Mission Accepted

     After a great deal of time that has 
passed by, students and teachers have 
been asking themselves who will take 
the new mantel of the ASB director 
position. It has been confirmed that it 
will be the amazing Mrs. Buchanan!
     There are countless students who 
adore and love her connections with 
each grade level. 
    So there’s no doubt that she will 
exceed expectations when it comes to 
this great responsibility of producing 
school spiriti across the campus. 

Mrs. 
Buchanan 
participating 
at Mission 
Madness 
2019 dress 
up day as 
Post Malone!

Some activities and classes 
that Mrs. Buchanan teaches 
are Biology, Human-Bio, and 
Forensics Science at Mission 
Oak.

She is also involved with 
leading the Link Crew 
program along with the 
charismatic Mr. Hazelwood.



The Interview:
1) “What are your thoughts about this 
opportunity?”

Mrs. B: “I am super excited to become ASB 
director. I have wanted this position since I 
started at MO. Honestly, Mendoza has done 
such an amazing job, I never thought this 
opportunity would come up. I'm happy it did, 
but I know I have big shoes to fill. I'm looking 
forward to learning and growing in this 
position.”

2) “What made you consider becoming a part 
of ASB?”

Mrs. B: “I was in ASB in high school and 
loved it. I believe life is better when you 
involve yourself in as many things as 
possible. I have tried to get as involved as I 
can at Mission Oak since starting here four 
years ago. Becoming ASB director is just 
another way for me to be more involved at 
school and to show my love for this campus 
and the people on it.”

3) “Aside from trying to get more students 
involved, what are the goals you are trying to 
achieve in ASB?”

Mrs. B: “I think we already have an 
awesome ASB on campus, but I would like to 
see more the program reach kids outside of 
the normal scope of ASB. I would like ASB 
and band to work more closely together 
because the band should be a huge source 
of spirit and pride on campus. Obviously, I'd 
like to see spirit on campus increase every 
year! But, that's up to the student body, not 
me.”

What’s Next?

The current director, Mr. Mendoza, 
will be stepping down from his 
position to focus more on his 
children and the history classes he 
teaches. However, Mendoza 
knows that Buchanan will do great 
things for the legacy and future of 
the Hawk Nation.

Mrs. Buchanan will be the official 
ASB Director starting in the 
2020-2021 school year. 



  Once upon a 
time, a little girl 
came from Mexico 
without knowing a 
lick of English. One 
million words later, 
Yareli Rubio is 
mentoring incoming 
freshman who don’t 
speak English. 

Yareli is 
currently a junior 
and she no longer 
needs an English 

support class. She 
came to this country 
not knowing the 
language and is now 
helping others who  
were in her situation. 
Yareli has involved 
herself in a variety of 
extracurricular 
activities. She is in XL 
afterschool Mexican 
Folklore dancing, 
where she stays after 
school Tuesday & 
Thursday till 6 pm.

 They have their first 
performance on October 
30th. She is also involved 
in Link Cred, where she 
mentors the incoming 
freshman. 

So what exactly did 
Yareli do to accomplish 
this? 
     She would read. When 
she first began she read 
books in Spanish, and 
slowly transitioned into 
small English books. 
Eventually she was able to

ONE
in a

MILLION



read long chapter 
books in English. With 
all this reading Yareli 
was one of the very 
few Hawks who 
reached 1 million 
words read - she was a 
sophomore. 

“Cuando yo llegué 
aquí a Mission Oak, 

no sabía nada de 
Ingles.” 

“Los 
maestros 
me 
apoyaron 
mucho, 
como Mrs. 
Hilliard.” 



BAND

Photo provided by MO Band

-tastic



MO’s Music Makers Display 
The Ultimate Teamwork

        undreds of hours into the journey, the 
announcer will say something magical like …            
    “And in first place … Mission Oak!”
     That’s the icing on the cake for the 
hard-working performers in the Mission Oak 
band and colorguard. But it’s not the only part 
they enjoy. They also enjoy the challenging 
and tiring road just to get there.
     “We’re a family,” said drum major Isabella 
Caso. “We work together to make each 
season as successful as possible.”
     Seventy-five members strong, the group 
won its field division at the Visalia review.

     “They’re really good at doing things together, 
and not letting the little things affect the big 
picture,” said band director Mr. Lambert, who is 
in his 4th year at MO.
     With rehearsals during school, after school 
and even on Saturdays, the band members put in 
long hours to be as good as possible. The 
halftime shows at football games are fun, but 
they’re sort of like practices for the actual band 
competitions.
     Working together is the best part.
     “I really like sharing my musical experience 
and relating to other people,” said trombone 
player Joseph Matthews. “We’re a family. We 
help each other whenever needed.” 

H



‘It’s a lot of work 
… But I get to do it 
with all of my 
friends.’

— Isabella Caso, drum major

Come see the MOHS 
band and other local 
performers at the Tulare 
Band Showcase, 
5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 21 
at Bob Mathias Stadium.



So Fresh, So Clean
By: Israel Ceja 

      Mission Oak doesn’t have one of the most beautiful campuses 
by accident. There are teams of hard-working custodians who keep 
MO looking its very best.
      The first custodian I interviewed was the 100 building custodian 
named Jack. I asked him a couple things like what are his hours, he 
works from 3:30 p.m. to midnight. I asked him if the hours were fine 
for him. He got used to them and doesn’t mind it anymore because 
he comes to a job he likes. Jack works in the 100 building. He has 
to leave 15 rooms squeaky clean, so he has a hefty job. 

“This job is fun and all but 
it really isn’t for everyone” 
- Jack ,100 building 
custodian



      The second person that i interviewed was the cafeteria 
custodian named Angelo Martins. I asked him what he enjoys as a 
custodian and he said he really likes working at this school, that the 
teachers give him compliments because he leaves their rooms all 
nice and clean and that once he’s done he gets to see the clean 
rooms he leaves. He also likes that he can work at around his own 
pace but needs to get it all done and feels satisfied at the end.      
He thinks it's a great job and schedule because he gets the 
mornings off and and is able to do things throughout the day. He 
doesn’t just clean the cafeteria, he also cleans four other buildings 
and the band room. 



Ceramic Superstars!

By: Eberardo Parra

Jose Picazo, also 
known as Joey, has 
really enjoyed 
ceramics so far. In 
ceramics you are able 
to use your creativity 
to create thing that 
are awesome. There 
are lots of things that 
you can make, for 
example pinch pots 
and 3 hole pots, that 
are currently being 
taught by Mrs 
Johnston.

“I really like how I am 
able to express 
creativity in this 
class.” — Joey Picazo

Art students at Mission Oak are molding greatness



James Renteria is 
also a student in 
ceramics and is 
currently enjoying the 
class a lot. James 
seems to enjoy 
forming the shape of 
the pot. The creativity 
is endless in 
ceramics you can 
create animals and 
pinch pots and etc. 
Ceramics is also a 
great way to relieve 
stress and be 
relaxed. James also 
stated that he wasn't 
sure if he wanted this 
class but he decided 
to the risk and take it, 
he has no regrets on 
that.

“This has to be my 
favorite class of this year. 
I enjoy how I can mess 
around with the clay.”     
— James Renteria


