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Tulare Union seeks another 6-year term
of full accreditation
Hello TRIBE staff, parents, students and friends!
We were hoping to share with our readers the
wonderful news that Tulare Union had received its
new term of accreditation, but with COVID-19, the
timeline has definitely changed. Normally, we
would probably know by now if we had received
another 6-year term of full accreditation, which is
the maximum amount allowed, from the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).
However, in speaking with the WASC office, the new timeline
suggests that we will not receive the news until February 2021.
The impending accreditation renewal will mean that our faculty
and staff are recognized for their excellence in education, sound
philosophy and direction, overall quality and integrity.
Principal Michelle Nunley stated that, “We are hoping in February to receive great news for our campus, its dedicated staff,
students, parents and the community-at-large. Schools that meet the
WASC criteria for a 6-year term of accreditation demonstrate a
history and support system of providing the highest quality of
instruction that is focused on student achievement. Of course, that
is our goal.”
Due to the arrival of COVID-19 to California in the early part of
2020, the school district obeyed the Governor’s orders for sheltering
in place, which took effect on Monday, March 16. Unfortunately,
Tulare Union’s accreditation visitation was to begin in just one week

on Sunday, March 22, but the process was
placed on hold temporarily.
WASC rescheduled the event and reformatted
the process for a virtual visitation via Zoom
meetings, emails and phone conversations beginning on Sunday, September 20 to conclude on
Wednesday afternoon, September 23.
Fresno Unified Principal Pete Pulos led the
WASC visitation team virtually over the course of 4 days. Team
members were given the assignment to ensure that our staff
provides a rigorous standards-based education program tailored to
the individual academic needs of our Tribe students, while also
supporting their healthy social-emotional development, as well as
providing positive behavior interventions as needed. The process
included an in-depth evaluation of Tulare Union’s governance
structure and operational standards, curriculum, leadership and staff,
academic results and support structures.
We know the WASC team was pleased with their findings, and
we expect that their determination will be favorable.
The Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC) is a
world-renowned accrediting association and one of six regional accrediting agencies for public and private schools, colleges and universities, which are authorized by the U.S. Department of State.

Tulare Union TRIBE during COVID
We are stronger together
The state of California has been very supportive of our
schools as we cope with the challenges of online distance learning and staying connected to our students and families. The
state has provided $5.3 billion to help California schools
mitigate learning loss that is being used in a wide variety of
ways, including provision of devices and Internet access,
purchase of curriculum and materials, and academic and mental health support.
As the father of four children who are learning
from home, Governor Gavin Newsom stated that
he is well aware of the challenges faced by students
and parents during this unprecedented time. He
added that the state wants to ensure students can
go back to campuses as soon as possible, but that it
must be safe to do so.
We feel that the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a much greater appreciation for the importance of our local Tulare schools. As families
labor to work with their children at home due to
the school closures, they have quickly become

more aware of the essential caretaking role our schools play
and are much more appreciative of it. We no longer take our
schools for granted, and look forward to the day when everything returns to normal.
Over these past few months since the Governor’s orders in
March to shelter-in-place, our school district staff has exerted
great effort to create new mechanisms for delivering all the essential services from education to
food to health care.
We’re already looking past these current and
immediate concerns of distance learning, to what
may be possible for education on the flip side of
the COVID-19 pandemic. This has been a crucial
moment in our national conscience where the role
of education in the economic, social, and political
prosperity and stability of our citizens is so
obvious and well understood by the general population. It will be our hope to emerge from the
pandemic stronger than before.

Update on the Tulare Union AME
Academy for Media and Entertainment
The Tulare Joint Union High School District is proud to offer Academy-style learning at each of its 3 comprehensive
sites. These programs are designed under the National Academy Foundation model and are structured to allow students
to gain knowledge and experience in a themed academic environment that is unique compared to current school offerings.
Our students receive career-themed, college preparation in small learning communities. We blend academic rigor with
fundamentals, projects, presentations, and hands-on experiences
Students are cohorted together in 1-4 classes throughout their 4 years of high school. Their classes and projects emphasize
career education and work-based learning opportunities including mock job interviews, job shadowing, internships, and
connecting with Business Partners from our local community.
Each of the academies has open-enrollment for incoming freshmen. Applications are available at the TJUHSD District
Office located at 426 N. Blackstone and online at https://www.tjuhsd.org. (Click on Parents → Academies). The applications must be completed and turned in to the district office by December 18, 2020. Students are chosen based on a lottery
system.
Note: Students must transfer to the school in which the academy is housed if they choose to enroll in the academy.
Academy of Arts, Media & Entertainment

Tulare Union

Engineering Academy

Mission Oak

Law & Protective Services Academy

Mission Oak

PreMedical Academy

Tulare Western

District

TJUHSD

559-686-4761

Gina Hirayama, Academy Lead
gina.hirayama@tjuhsd.org
559-687-7308 Michael Conn, Academy Lead
michael.conn@tjuhsd.org
559-687-7308 Kymber Delacruz, Academy Lead
kymber.delacruz@tjuhsd.org
559-686-8751 Jennifer O’Donohoe, Academy Lead
jennifer.odonohoe@tjuhsd.org
559-688-2021 Tammy Aldaco, Assistant Superintendent
Student Services and Special Programs
tammy.aldaco@tjuhsd.org

California Colleges.edu
Californiacolleges.edu is a great website that provides high school students with a free,
one-stop shop to identify strengths, monitor progress, develop plans for after high school, and
explore colleges, majors, careers, and financial aid opportunities.
Here’s some background: the California College Guidance Initiative manages the website
CaliforniaColleges.edu, which is the state of California’s official college and career planning
platform, and it is FREE to all California educators, students, and families.
The Initiative is a nonprofit, funded in part by the state of California, that partners with
school districts across the state to advance local college and career readiness goals.
The website can help students DISCOVER THEIR GOALS. There is assistance to find a career path that matches interests
and learn what college degree or other training are needed to get there.
Students can PLAN THEIR PATH by mapping out high school coursework using the Academic Planner, track their
progress, and find out what financial aid options are available.
LAUNCH THEIR FUTURE: Launch and track applications for California State University, California Community Colleges, FAFSA and the California Dream Act.
The site connects directly to transcript data, giving students even more tools, such as checking on their “a-g” status that
will determine eligibility to attend California State University and University of California schools.
Check with your counselor to “Create an Account” to start your journey.

Statement of Non-Discrimination/Harassment (Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973): The district prohibits discrimination, harassment, intimidation, and bullying in all district educational programs, activities, or employment on the basis and/or

association with a person or group with one or more of these actual or perceived characteristics of age, ancestry, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual orientation, parental, pregnancy, family or marital status. TJUHSD will take steps to assure that the lack of English will not be a barrier to
admission and participation in District programs. For any questions concerning Title VII, Title IX, or Section 504 please contact the following coordinator: Barbara Orisio, Assistant
Superintendent of Human Resources & Business, 426 North Blackstone, Tulare, CA 93274, (559) 688.2021.
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A College Ready Partnership
Official SAT Practice…. FREE!!!

FREE SAT prep from College Board and Khan Academy
can be accessed by visiting www.collegeboard.org and
www.khanacademy.org/sat. Only SIX or more hours of practice is associated with an average 39-point score increase in SAT scores. They will create a tailored practice plan for you based on a diagnostic or your SAT or PSAT/
NMSQT® scores.
SAT Registration: www.collegeboard.com
Tulare Union High School Code: 053550
Send one Score Report to Cal State Apply at https://www2.calstate.edu/apply for all 23 CSU campuses.
Also, send one score report to one UC and all UC campuses will receive it.
Test Dates

SAT & Subject Tests

Registration Deadline

December 5, 2020
March 13, 2021
May 8, 2021
June 5, 2021

SAT & Subject Tests
SAT & Subject Tests
SAT & Subject Tests
SAT & Subject Tests

November 5, 2020
February 12, 2021
April 8, 2021
May 6, 2021

Late Registration
(Late fee required)
November 17-24, 2020
February 23-March 2, 2021
April 20-27, 2021
May 18-26, 2021

ACT test dates and information
Register for the ACT online at www.actstudent.org
Please keep in mind that most colleges will recommend that you take the ACT plus Writing and NOT just
the ACT alone.
Test Dates

Registration Deadline

December 12, 2020
February 6, 2021
April 17, 2021
June 12, 2021
July 17, 2021

November 6, 2020
January 8, 2021
March 12, 2021
May 7, 2021
June 18, 2021

Late Registration
(Late fee required)
November 7-20, 2020
January 9-15, 2021
March 13-26, 2021
May 8-21, 2021
June 19-25, 2021

Attendance Options for 2021-2022
Transfer window opens Monday, November 2

On or before November 2, 2020, the superintendent or designee shall
identify those schools within the district that may have available capacity for
additional students. This determination shall be made utilizing state and/or
contract capacity calculations indicating overcrowded schools. A list of those
schools that are overcrowded as well as those schools that have potential for
additional students shall be made available, along with intra-district transfer applications, at all school offices.
All students who submit applications to the district between the open enrollment period of Monday, November
2, 2020, through Friday, December 18, 2020, shall be eligible for consideration for admission to their school
of preference. Students living within the established attendance boundary shall have first priority for school enrollment.
No applications shall be accepted after the December 18, 2020, deadline for intra-district transfer consideration.
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ASB Hosts Drive-Thru
Events
The ASB hosted their annual 9/11 Drive to Remember
on Friday, September 11 in honor of all the men and women who lost their lives in a devastating and tragic terrorist
attack on our great nation in 2001. Funds are raised
through this event for senior scholarships. ASB CoPresidents Morgan Hatton and Kendall Silva switched off
welcoming and announcing the cars that drove in, most of
which were decorated in with patriotic themes.

October is Breast Cancer Awareness month, an annual
campaign to increase awareness and fight for a cure.
ASB sponsored a Drive-Thru celebration on Wednesday,
October 28. Attendees were encouraged to dress in pink
and decorate their cars. For every donation to the
National Breast Cancer Society received, the donors
received a free bracelet and ribbon. By working together
we can inspire hope and be a force for good.
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Our Senior Class 2021:
The Will to Do; The Soul to Dare
Congratulations Seniors! You are making history, did you know that? You have
adapted to the challenges of online distance learning in the middle of a pandemic. Your
plans for an outstanding senior year have been somewhat interrupted. You are sailing on
uncharted waters, but navigating them well, and, we’re proud of you even though you
aren’t physically on campus 5 days a week. We are your biggest fan club and we are
rooting for you!
We know you came into this year with some uncertainty, maybe some anxiety about
how online learning would look, wondering if all the fun senior events and experiences
would be canceled, and wondering when the students would come back to class, assuming they did get to come
back to class, and what would that look if they do? Will Tulare Union host another drive-thru graduation ceremony
for the graduating seniors, or will there be the traditional ceremony at Bob Mathias Stadium?
We have been under Shelter-in-Place orders since March 16…. 8 months of your lives. You were in the second
half of your junior year, and no one expected life to turn so suddenly. What seemed like an extended Spring Break
at first, turned into a “New Norm” of online classes through the remainder of the semester, and into the new school
year, along with the cancellation of athletic and other co-curricular and extra-curricular events. This “New Norm”
included Social Distancing, the wearing of masks, use of Lysol wipes and hand sanitizers, fear for some, loneliness for
others.
Some graduating classes have a Story; but you Tribe Seniors of 2021 are making History!
Many of you were born in 2003. Here are some major events of that year, when George W. Bush was our
nation’s 43rd president:
: The US Department of Homeland Security officially began operations
: Sky Marshals are introduced on US airlines to prevent hi-jackings
: The Space Shuttle Columbia disaster: disintegrating upon entry
: The United States faced the Iraq disarmament Crisis, leading to an invasion of Iraq due to an imminent threat from
weapons of mass destruction.
: Apple's iTunes Music Store opens, selling 1 million songs in its first week
: The Human Genome Project is completed during April. Scientists from around the world successfully finished sequencing about 99% of the human genome.
: California Governor Gray Davis is recalled from office and the “Terminator” Arnold Schwarzenegger became our new
Governor
: The largest solar flare ever is recorded.

Seniors may still order their graduation caps, gowns, announcements, and other graduation products
online at
or by phone (559) 431-2541. It is important to remember that seniors are
required to wear a cap and gown in order to participate in graduation ceremonies.
The Senior class is currently accepting artist submissions for the class shield. They are
Advisor

Participation in the graduation ceremonies
including the possibility of a
in person Senior Honors Assembly,
and Senior Breakfast is limited
to those students qualifying to earn a diploma
from Tulare Union High School
on the date their class graduates: June 10
TO QUALIFY FOR A DIPLOMA A STUDENT MUST:
Complete all District and State of California required coursework through classroom attendance and accrual of credits
 Earn a minimum of 220 credits (in the appropriate courses)
 Pass the high school district’s minimum skills requirement
 Complete the last semester at Tulare Union High School unless an exception has been granted prior to that last semester
by the school and district administrations.
NOTE: In order to participate in the commencement ceremonies, all seniors must not have more than thirty (30) period
absences throughout their senior year of high school. If they have more than 30 period absences, they will still graduate and
receive a diploma, but will not be part of the ceremony.
We encourage our parents to be aware of their student’s graduation status and if they have any questions or
concerns, to contact the Counseling office at their earliest convenience.
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California Decoy Program
Become an Undercover Agent

Funded by the California department of Public
Health, the Decoy program assists in the recruitment
and maintenance of “Decoys” ages 15 - 20 for the
purpose of conducting undercover tobacco compliance checks. There are currently 488 active decoys,
Recruitment activities expand to all 58 counties,
and the department strives to collaborate with high
schools, colleges, law enforcement agencies and
youth organizations statewide.
The Stop Tobacco Access to Kids Enforcement
(STAKE) Act is a California law that prohibits tobacco
sales to persons under the age of 21 and requires that
retailers check identification of persons trying to buy
tobacco who appear under 21 years of age. The
California Department of Public Health (CDPH),
Food and Drug Branch (FDB) inspectors accompany decoys into stores while decoys attempt to buy tobacco in an
“undercover” operation. Stores that sell to decoys are cited and fined by FDB.
As an undercover agent, a student will be involved in undercover purchases of tobacco products. With the help
of a public health department investigator, they will participate in verification that merchants are not selling tobacco
products to persons under the age of 21.
If any Tulare Union student is interested to begin building their resume by becoming an undercover agent;
ALL YOU HAVE TO HAVE IS:

Some free time

A desire to help your community

Once employed, you will accompany agents to purchase tobacco products for retail data collection

If a vendor sells you any tobacco product, you hand it to the investigator, who is present the entire time.
HERE IS HOW YOU ARE REWARDED FOR YOUR WORK:

As an undercover agent you will get paid $10 per store regardless of a sale. On average, you can visit 20-30
stores in 2-3 hours time.

For every 4 hours you work, you get a free meal!

This line of work looks great on college or job applications

You are contributing to the health and well-being of your community

When you urn in your application; you will receive a $25 or $50 gift card
WHAT YOU NEED TO DO:

You must be 15-20 years of age to enroll

Complete and turn in your application

You must submit a copy of your birth certificate

You must have or be eligible to obtain a California ID or Drivers License
(The program will be happy to reimburse you the cost of obtaining the ID UP TO $32).
INTERESTED? READY TO GET STARTED ON THIS GREAT CAREER?
Go to the Decoy California website: https://decoyca.org/ and click on the button “Sign Me Up!” Or, call toll-free
1-855-DECOYCA (1-855-332-6922)

Good News Parents!
Parents can now access their child’s reading level in Aeries Gradebook. At the beginning of
the school year, all English teachers administered a STAR Reading Assessment. Each student’s
score was uploaded to Aeries Gradebook. The reading score posted reflects the student’s grade
level/reading level. For example, if a student’s score is posted at a 9.8, that means the student
is reading at eight months into the ninth grade school year. This is big news, because knowing
your student’s reading level can open necessary discussions between you and your student. If your child is reading at
a lower grade level (or higher), you can encourage him or her to read for pleasure . If you have any questions in this
regard, please contact Tabby Grabowski at tabby.grabowski@tulare.k12.ca.us. Happy Reading Tribe!

Website: tuhs.tjuhsd.org/
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Sunday

Monday

NOVEMBER 29

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

7-A

2-B

8-B

9-a

3-A

4-B

5

10-B

11-A
Inter & Intra-District Transfer
Window CLOSES TODAY!

12

TEACHER DUTY DAY
FINALS: Periods 1, 3, 5, 7

FINALS: Periods 2, 4, 6, 8
END OF SEMESTER

Full Staff Meeting
Glows & Grows
2:30 pm Zoom or Cafeteria
13
14-B

Saturday

SENIORS: CSU Application
due!

District Budget Advisory
School Advisory Meeting
4:00 pm Zoom Meeting
3:30 pm Cafeteria
NOVEMBER 30-B
DECEMBER 1-A

6

Friday

LAST DAY TO PURCHASE A
YEARBOOK for $75

YEARBOOK PRICE now $80

School Board Meeting
7:30 pm District Office
15-A

16-B

BOYS/GIRLS WATER POLO:
Hanford (scrimmage)

17
CHRISTMAS EVE

18

19

25

26

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

VOLLEYBALL: El Diamante
20

21

22

23

24

30

31

FOOTBALL:
Bakersfield (scrimmage)
VOLLEYBALL: Hanford
27

BOYS/GIRLS WATER POLO:
Mission Oak

28

29

JANUARY 1
GIRLS WATER POLO:
Tulare Tournament-Varsity

VOLLEYBALL: Mt. Whitney

JANUARY 2021

3

4

5

6

SCHOOL RESUMES!

11-A
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY
NO CLASSES HELD

School Board Meeting
13-A 7:30 pm District Office

12-B

18

8

20-A

9
BOYS WATER POLO:
Tulare Tournament-Varsity

15-A

16

22-A

23

Perfect Attendance
Celebration
(to be determined)

TCOE Mock Trial
5:00-8:00 pm
19-B

2
GIRLS WATER POLO:
Tulare Tournament-Varsity

BOYS WATER POLO:
Tulare Tournament-Varsity

14-B

BOYS/GIRLS WATER POLO:
Strathmore
VOLLEYBALL: Lemoore
TCOE Mock Trial
5:00-8:00 pm

17

7
FOOTBALL: Hanford Frosh
FOOTBALL: El Diamante JV/V
BOYS WATER POLO:
Tulare Tournament-Varsity
VOLLEYBALL: Sanger

BOYS/GIRLS WATER POLO:
Hanford West
10

FOOTBALL: Mt. Whitney JV/V
GIRLS WATER POLO:
Tulare Tournament-Varsity

21-B

BOYS/GIRLS WATER POLO:
Monache*
VOLLEYBALL: Monache*

VOLLEYBALL:
Tulare Tournament Frosh

School Site Council Meeting
3:30 pm Library
TCOE Mock Trial
Red & Gold Boosters Meeting 5:00-8:00 pm
6:00 pm Cafeteria
District Budget Advisory
24
25-B 4:00 pm Zoom Meeting 26-A

TCOE Academic Decathlon
Online Essay
School Advisory Meeting
3:30 pm Cafeteria

TCOE Mock Trial
5:00-8:00 pm

TCOE Academic Decathlon Speech/Interview

BOYS/GIRLS WATER POLO:
Garces*
27-B

28-A

29-B

FOOTBALL: Clovis East JV/V

30
BOYS WATER POLO:
Tulare TournamentJr. Varsity

FOOTBALL: Dinuba Frosh
TCOE Mock Trial Semi-Finals
5:00-8:00 pm

FEBRUARY 2021

31

FEBRUARY 1-A

CHEER COMPETITION:
UCA Nationals, Orlando, FL
Feb 3-9

2-B

BOYS WATER POLO:
Tulare Tournament-Jr. Varsity

VOLLEYBALL: Mission Oak*
School Board Meeting
7:30 pm District Office
3-A

LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY
NO CLASSES HELD

TCOE Academic Decathlon
Objective Testing, SuperQuiz, and Awards

TCOE Poetry Out Loud
6:00-8:00 pm
4-B

5-A

ELAC Meeting
8:30 am Cafeteria

6
GIRLS WATER POLO:
Tulare Tournament-Jr.
Varsity

BOYS/GIRLS WATER POLO:
Tulare Western*
TCOE Mock Trial Semi-Finals
5:00-8:00 pm

VOLLEYBALL:
Tulare Western*
7

8

9-B

10-A

GIRLS WATER POLO:
Tulare Tournament-Jr. Varsity

11-B

12-A

13

PRESIDENT’S DAY
NO CLASSES HELD
BOYS/GIRLS WATER POLO:
Porterville*
VOLLEYBALL: Delano*

CROSS COUNTRY: Porterville*

TCOE National History Day
8:00 am - 3:00 pm

VOLLEYBALL: Porterville*
School Board Meeting
7:30 pm District Office

14

15

16-B

Full Staff Meeting
2:30 pm Zoom or Cafeteria

17-A

18-B

19-A

20

CROSS COUNTRY: Monache*

Red & Gold Boosters Meeting
6:00 pm Cafeteria
21
22-B

School Advisory Meeting
3:30 pm Cafeteria

Lip Synch Competition
7:00 pm Auditorium

23-A

24-B

25-A

26-B

27

2-B

3-A

4-B

5-A

6

Cal Grant Application
Deadline March 2, 2021
28

A = Periods 1, 3, 5, 7

MARCH 1-A

B = Periods 2, 4, 6, 8

Sports events are home games, unless otherwise noted * = League play
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