
McDOWELL MOUNTAIN SITE COUNCIL 
September 28, 2020 

 
    

 

Agenda:  
● Welcome and introductions 
● ECQUIP quarterly meeting (ECQUIP-only members may leave afterward) 
● Site Council vacancy: Preschool parent member 
● Everyone will receive a report with student enrollment and grade level/special area & 

activities updates 
● FHUSD PTO update 
● 2020-2021 Parent-Student Handbook 
● Full in-person learning information (so far) 

 
Expected meeting dates the remainder of the year: 

● October 26 
● November 16 
● December 14 (also Preschool ECQUIP quarter 2 meeting) 
● January 25 
● February 22 (also Preschool ECQUIP quarter 3 meeting) 
● March 29 
● April 19 
● May 17 (also Preschool ECQUIP quarter 4 meeting) 

 
 
 
 
 
MMES Site Council 
 

Staff Members   Parent/Community Members 

Principal Valerie 
Dehombreux 

FH Community 
Members 

Peter Conti 

Connie Barczak 

Classified Renee Montague FM Community 
Member 

VACANT 

SPED/Preschool Evelyn 
Sonenschein 

Preschool Parent VACANT 



Kindergarten Susan Bovinette Kindergarten Parent Rachel Walters 

1st Grade Kristin Hatfield 1st Grade Parent Danny Garcia 

2nd Grade Talia Houseal 2nd Grade Parent Kim Guerrette 

3rd Grade Sam Elder 3rd Grade Parent Bente Forsdal 

Special Areas Jill Cooper FHUSD PTO 
Member 

Jelaine 
Goldapper 

 
 
 
 
 
Principal’s Report: 

● Successful September events included students, parents, and staff following all of our 
new rules, expectations, and procedures for hybrid learning; Constitution Day/Citizenship 
virtual assembly; and state-required ELA & math pre-assessments for K-3. 

● Congratulations to Danielle Fisher who was selected as Four Peaks Rotary Club 
Teacher of the Month and honored at their August 27 meeting!  We really appreciate all 
the things she does for our school from her 3rd grade honors class to the MMES 
yearbook! 

● The Character Counts trait focus for September-October is Citizenship.  Students will be 
learning about doing their share to make their school and community better, cooperating, 
staying informed & voting, being a good neighbor, obeying laws and rules, respecting 
authority, and protecting the environment. 

Upcoming Events: 
September 30 and October 21 & 28: 2:20: Student early release for staff professional 
development 
October 2, 9, & 23: Falcon Friday  
October 5-9: Special specials: "I am a Falcon" project 
October 7: Not an early release day 
October 8 & 9: 12:30: Student early release; Times TBD: Parent/Teacher Conferences 
October 12-16: Fall break: no school 
October 19: School resumes and full in-person learning begins 
October 20: FHPTO Board meeting  
October 21: 6:30 p.m.: FHUSD Governing Board meeting  
October 26: 3:30: Site Council meeting 
TBD: Picture Day; Student Council elections 
 
 



Kindergarten has been working on packets that included many things: number sense, patterns, 
rhyming, color words, sight words, and this week we have included apple activities to celebrate 
Johnny Appleseed. 
We have been working hard on Testing our students in many areas: counting, syllables, 
rhyming, shapes, handwriting, letter recognition and letter sounds. 
 
 
First grade is working on sight words, letter sounds, and nonfiction texts. In math we have been 
working on place value, addition, and greater than and less than.  We just finished Math and 
Reading Galileo ATI testing. Students are adjusting to the hybrid model. 
 
Second Grade  
Reading: All classes will be starting  unit 2 of Benchmark advance. We will be exploring the 
Essential Question: What can we learn when we face problems? 
  
Learning objectives include the following.: • Recount Story Events • Determine Central Message 
• Describe How Characters Respond to Major Events and Challenges • Compare/Contrast (two 
versions of same story)  • Ask and Answer Questions • Use Illustrations and Text •Distinguish 
Shades of Meaning (related adjectives, verbs) 
  
Grammar: editing sentences, parts of a word (root, suffixes, prefixes), Past Tense Verbs 
Reflexive Pronouns, and forming and using Adverbs 
  
Phonics/Spelling: Spelling patterns for the following sounds: Long O, E and I words 
  
Writing: analyzing and writing personal narratives 
  
Math: Math fact strategies, Begin unit 2 of Bridges Math. Learning objectives for this unit are: 
·      Identify the place and value of a 3-digit number 
·      Read, write, model, and compare 2- and 3-digit numbers 
·      Measure and compare the lengths of objects 
·      Model problem-solving strategies on a number line 
·      Practice math strategies to add and subtract fluently 
 
 
Third grade has had a wonderful year so far! We are currently in Unit 2 of Benchmark Advance. 
In this unit, students will read and compare stories, poems, and myths to analyze characters 
and understand how their actions shape events. We are wrapping up Unit 1 of math and will 
begin Unit 2 after Fall Break. Unit 1 is a second grade review unit and reviews topics such as 
addition and subtraction within 20, perimeter, place value and word problems. 
 
 
 
 



Special Area Team Site Council Update 9/28/20 
 
STEM 
Students in STEM class have been very busy learning how to work and learn in a digital 
environment. We started off the year in Cycle 1 with Digital Citizenship lessons that were 
completed virtually, synchronously through Zoom. We use Common Sense Media as a guide to 
learn about staying safe online and for our standards-aligned curriculum. Students in K-1 
learned about screen time balance, personal information, safe practices when using a website, 
and safety on the Internet. Students in 2-3 learned the topics above but also learned about their 
digital footprint, staying kind online, and being mindful of what you post.  
 
Hybrid learning began in Cycle 2 with the introduction of the Engineering Design Process. 
Students were given 2 separate STEM projects to complete through the use of the EDP. The 
students in person “roomies” and the virtual students “zoomies” completed the projects 
synchronously. All students were required to design and build a 3D stand alone name tag that 
also holds their pencil (among other constraints)! All students also designed and built a safe 
chair for Humpty Dumpty so he will be safe when he sits up on his wall:-). They completed each 
step of the Engineering Design Process and when it was time for testing and improvement, they 
had to balance their safe seat on the back of their chair. We discussed problem solving and 
shared our results with the class.  
 
Music 
Music students have been learning from lessons in Schools PLP for the first cycle.  Students 
learned about composers and basic music words (beat, tempo, rhythm, dynamics)  We found 
this platform music curriculum was not exactly what we wanted music to look like.  The music 
curriculum purchased last year was renewed and we have been using those lessons since then. 
 
Hybrid learning has been learning about balancing the students in the room and the students at 
home.  All of the music curriculum Unit 1 in each grade level has been uploaded to schools PLP 
and the students can access the songs and activities at home while learning or if they want to 
watch a video again or practice the beat to the song we are learning.  We will continue to use 
this curriculum and it will be loaded in PLP as we are moving ahead. 
 
Art 
Students in Art class have been discovering what is art and exploring ways to make art with a 
variety of materials. During Cycle 1 at home artists were introduced to online learning 
expectations and creating their names in unique ways. Kinder artists used lines to make their 
name and color in the shapes; 1st grade artists used lines to make their name look like a 
rollercoaster; 2nd grade artists used concentric shapes to make their name, and 3rd grade used 
a variety of elements to make an expressive name. In addition, each grade level completed a 
lesson from schools PLP: K scratch art, 1st, colorful caterpillar, 2nd: favorite toy, 3rd shoe 
self-portrait. Each grade level also made a different kind of portrait to demonstrate their skill in 
drawing and were  introduced to different artists who made their own self-portraits.  
 



Cycle 2 started hybrid learning and a discussion of expectations for in person learning in the art 
studio. We read the book “The Day You Begin by Jacquelin Woodson and discussed how each 
of us begins something in our own way. We talked about being brave in sharing our stories to 
accept others for their differences. Students were inspired to draw their own beginning of their 
grade level on the cover of the art journal Mrs. Perry provided in their take home packet. These 
art journals stay home and are a place to take notes from class as well as draw what artists 
draw (what they see, remember, imagine, and feel). Students created “Behind the Mask” self 
portraits. When folded the student is wearing their personal mask they designed, but when 
opened the student artist drew things that were important to them and words that describe 
themselves. Next “The Dot” by Peter H. Reynolds was read as inspiration for making your mark, 
not only in art but in the world. Each grade level created their own dot using variety of media 
(K-open and closed dots with tracing and stamping of bottle caps and lids, 1st-concentric circle 
dots inspired by Wassily Kandinsky, 2nd-positive and negative dots, 3rd grade-dot study using 
the other grade levels as inspiration. Last, the quote, “A dot is a line that went for a walk” 
inspired each grade level to discover and create their own line art (K-yarn and cardboard 
stamps, 1st-cardboard stamps and cardboard tube stamps, 2nd-cut paper lines, 3rd contour 
drawing object with line patterns. 
 
 

 
 


