
Dear Parents,

Earlier tonight, Dr. Allen sent the entire district an update on the extended school closure and 
our move to remote and online-based instruction. The high school will begin working with our 
students and families to test various aspects of this transition next week. We will evaluate the 
online survey results Monday to ensure that all students have opportunities to be successful. 
Students need to check their school email, fhacademics.org account daily for news from their 
teachers.

I have been working each day this week with teachers to prepare for an extended closure. 
Now that this has become a reality, we will begin rolling out our plan. We will start with core 
classes initially and bring electives on board soon after. Each department has been meeting 
and planning this week and will be able to begin interacting with students soon. Our model of 
online instruction will include:

• A central “launch” website will be available on our website to direct student to their courses. 

• Teachers will utilize our Google platform to provide lessons, instruction, and office hours as 
all students and staff have an account. 

• Google Classroom will be used by many teachers to post lessons and materials; some 
teachers may use other online products such as Moodle, Canvas, etc…  

• Google Jamboard will be utilized by many teachers to share whiteboard materials, 
especially the math department. 

• Google Meet is a chat/audio/video platform that will allow students to connect with 
teachers for questions and office hours. This platform offers flexibility to students and 
staff with various devices through its chat, audio, phone, and video features. We will use 
this program as we pilot this new environment and determine if it meets our needs.

• Each department will have scheduled office hours daily to assist students with 
questions they may have.

• We will also look for additional communication resources to assist all stakeholders. 
There are many resources out there and we are evaluating several to determine if 
they offer a better solution than Google Meet.

• Students will still be able to email their teacher for additional help and questions as 
they have in the past. 

• YouTube will be utilized by staff to record lessons and share those with students. 

• PowerSchool will continue to serve as our software for grading purposes.

 



• We will monitor and adjust initially as there will be bumps in the road.

Yesterday I sent each student a message regarding the school closure. My hope was to 
ensure that we will get through this together. The only update to share at this time is 
concerning Advanced Placement courses. Mrs. Pinto has been working with AP and has 
learned the following:

• AP surveyed 18,000 AP students and 91% indicated they want to complete this important 
step, urging us not to cancel this opportunity they have been working toward.

• AP is providing free remote learning resources. Your child’s teacher will work with them on 
access. 

• AP is investing in the development of a new at-home testing option. 

• Traditional face-to-face exam administrations will not take place. Students will take a 45-
minute online free-response exam at home.  

• The full exam schedule, specific free-response question types that will be on each AP 
Exam, and additional testing details will be available by April 3. Your child’s teacher will 
provide updates. 

• AP will also unlock any relevant free-response questions in AP Classroom for digital use so 
students can access all practice questions of the type that will appear on the exam. 

• AP will continue to support students with free resources through exam day. And while we 
encourage students to wait until closer to the test date to decide, any student already 
registered for an exam can choose to cancel at no charge. 

I want to ensure all families that we will work to be innovative and think outside-the-box during 
this remote period. Please be patient with us as we maneuver through uncharted waters. I will 
continue to send updates, and please know that I am here daily to answer any questions you 
may have.

In closing, I would like to thank Matt Keating, Sueann Day, Randy Bragg, and Barrie Pinto for 
helping us move forward. Each of them has brought innovative ideas and offer various skills 
that will help begin this new model.

Sincerely,

Dr. J
Principal


