
QUEEN CREEK HIGH SCHOOL 
AP PSYCHOLOGY SYLLABUS  

 

Instructor Information 
Name: Joe Hunsaker  
Email: jhunsaker@qcusd.org  
Telephone:  (480) 987-5973 

 

AP Psychology Course Overview 
The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of human 
behavior and mental processes. While considering the psychologists and studies that have 
shaped the field, students explore and apply psychological theories, key concepts, and 
phenomena associated with such topics as the biological bases of behavior, sensation and 
perception, learning and cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, testing and 
individual differences, treatment of abnormal behavior, and social psychology. Throughout the 
course, students employ psychological research methods, including ethical considerations, as 
they use the scientific method, analyze bias, evaluate claims and evidence, and effectively 
communicate ideas.  A variety of activities, demonstrations and projects will be provided to 
meet this goal of instructing scientific and empirical approaches. 
 
The course imposes a heavy reading and writing load throughout the year, and the 
demands on students are equivalent to a full-year introductory college course.  
 
Course Objectives 

1. Students will prepare to do acceptable work on the AP Psychology exam in May 2015. 
2. Students will study the major core concepts and theories of psychology.  They will be 

able to define key terms and use them in their everyday vocabulary. 
3. Students will learn the skills of psychological research and be able to apply 

psychological concepts to their everyday life. 
4. Students will develop and use critical analysis skills. 

 
Textbook 
 Myers, David G. Psychology for AP, 2nd ed. New York: Worth Publishers, 2014. 
 

 
Grading Policy: 
Grades will be based on points and added up to a final quarterly grade based on the following:  
90 percent and above = A 
80 – 89 percent = B 
70 – 79 percent = C 
60 – 69 percent = D 
Below 60 percent = F and no credit for the course.  
 
Keep in mind that the course grade only relates to QCHS and is separate from the score 
you achieve on the AP Exam. 
 



 
Assignments and missed work: 
Assignments are to be complete, legible, and turned in on their assigned date.  Homework will 
regularly be used to supplement class discussion.  All work is to have your name, class period, 
and date in the upper right-hand corner.  Projects and homework must be ready at the 
beginning of class on the day they are due.  I follow the Student Handbook’s policy regarding 
absences and missed work.  Students with excused absences will have the same number of 
days they were absent, plus one day, to make up homework without penalty.  Late work will be 
accepted for up to 50% credit as long as the assignment is turned in during that assignment’s 
unit of study.  Please see the course calendar to identify units of study. 
 
Missed Tests and Extra help: 
Every day of instruction is important.  Students may not make up missed tests or quizzes 
during class time; I am available before school, during the Achievement Hour, after school, 
during lunch or during my prep period to make up work and/or meet with me.  Students need to 
check Student Vue or email me if they are absent to check on missed work.  I am here to help 
students be successful. 
 
Classroom Management Plan: 
The student handbook contains our school’s code of conduct; I will uphold and enforce the 
rules of conduct outlined there.  As High School students, you have many years of experience 
knowing how to conduct yourselves at school.  I think the Golden Rule is a good rule of thumb: 
Do to others as you would have them do to you.  That being said, here are some specifics for 
my classes: 
 

Basic Classroom rules: 
• Be on time, in your seat, and prepared to start when the bell rings. 
• Respect all people, their space and all property. 
• Listen to instructions the first time they are given. 
• Be polite and courteous at all times. 
• Follow all school rules. 

Consequences: 
• First Offense:   Warning/Conference with student 
• Second Offense:   Notification of Parent/Guardian 
• Third Offense:  Conference/Meeting with Parent/Guardian 
• Fourth Offense:   Written referral 

Severe offense: Security or administrator escort to office. 
Major Offense: Student sent immediately to office. 

 
The student handbook states that electronic devices such as cell phones, iPods, mp3 players, 
CD players, etc. are not to be used during class time. 
 
Please refer to the STUDENT HANDBOOK for school polices and consequences for the 
above.  
 
 



 
Course Outline  
 Unit #1: History of Psychology & Approaches (4 days: 2-4%) 

1.1 Psychology’s Roots: Structuralism, Functionalism, Experimental Psychology 
[pp. 2-7] 
Objectives:  
• Define psychology and trace its historical roots 
• Compare and contrast the psychological perspectives 

Activity: Common Sense Psychology Quiz 
1.2 Modern Approaches: Psychodynamic, Behavioral, Cognitive, Humanistic, 

Biological, Evolutionary, Social-cultural  [pp. 9-17] 
Objectives:  
• Summarize the nature-nurture debate in psychology 
• Describe psychology’s three main levels of analysis and related perspectives 
• Identify psychology’s main subfields 

 
 Unit #2: Research Methods (13 days: 8-10%) 

2.1 Scientific Inquiry: Sources of bias and error  [pp. 30-36] 
Objectives:  
• Identify and describe hindsight bias and overconfidence 
• Describe how curiosity, skepticism and humility facilitate critical thinking skills 

2.2 Research Methods: The Scientific Method, Case Studies, Observation, Surveys, 
Experimentation, Psychological Testing  [pp. 38-43] 
Objectives:  
• Compare and contrast research methods 
• Explain basic elements of an experiment 
• Describe uses and limitations of psychological testing 

2.3 Statistical Reasoning: Central tendency, variance, significance, correlation  
 [pp. 46-61] 

Objectives:  
• Describe three measures of central tendency and measures of variation 
• Explain the difference between correlation and causation 
• Describe positive and negative correlation 
• Discuss what may or may not be concluded from different methodologies 

2.4 Research Ethics: animal subjects, human participants [pp. 64-69] 
Objectives:  
• Examine ethical guidelines that safeguard human and animal research participants 
• Discuss the ethics of animal and human research 

2.5 Applied Activity 
• Each student will design and propose a theoretical research project using an 

experimental, correlational or observational model. 
 

 Unit #3: Personality (8 days: 5-7%) 
3.1 Psychodynamic Perspective: Freud, Jung, Adler, Horney [pp. 556-569] 

Objectives:  
• Identify Freud’s view of personality and development 
• Summarize which of Freud’s ideas were accepted and rejected by his followers 

3.2 Humanistic Perspective: Maslow, Rogers [pp. 571-574] 
Objectives:  
• Describe how humanistic psychologists view personality 
• Explain how humanistic psychologists assess a person’s sense of self 

3.3 Trait Theories: Allport, factor analysis, assessment (MMPI, MBTI, 16PF) 
 [pp. 576-584] 

Objectives:  



• Describe personality inventories and discuss their strengths and weaknesses 
• Complete a Myers-Briggs inventory and discuss findings in a small group 
• Identify traits that seem to provide the most useful information about personality 

variation 
3.4 Social-Cognitive Theories: Seligman, Bandura, self-esteem & self-efficacy 
 [pp. 587-600] 

Objectives:  
• Describe how social-cognitive theorists view personality development 
• Analyze why psychology has generated so much research on self, self-esteem and 

self-efficacy 
  
 Unit #4: Biologic Bases of Behavior (13 days: 8-10%) 

4.1 Neural Communication: neurons, synapse, neurotransmitters, psychopharmacology 
[pp. 76-83] 
Objectives:  
• Describe the structure of the neuron and explain neural impulses 
• Explain how nerve cells communicate with each other 
• Describe how neurotransmitters influence behavior and how drugs and other 

chemicals affect neurotransmission 
4.2 Nervous and Endocrine Systems: peripheral & central systems, hormones, adrenal 

& pituitary glands  [pp. 86-91] 
Objectives:  
• Classify and explain the major divisions of the nervous system 
• Describe the nature and functions of the endocrine system and interaction with the 

nervous system 
4.3 Brain: Brain structure & functions, plasticity, Scanning tools (EEG, CT, PET, MRI), 

hemispheric organization  [pp. 94-121] 
Objectives:  
• Identify and describe the functions of the brain structures 
• Identify four lobes of the cerebral cortex and their functions 
• Describe tools for studying the brain’s connections to behavior and mind 
• Discuss the brain’s ability to recognize itself and define neurogenesis 
• Explain split-brain research 

4.4 Genetics: Twin studies, molecular genetics, heritability, gene-environment 
interaction  [pp. 123-132] 
Objectives:  
• Define genes, and describe how behavior geneticists explain individual differences 
• Survey various twin studies and their implications for heredity understanding 
• Explain heritability and the interaction between heredity and environment 

 
 Unit #5: Sensation and Perception (10 days: 6-8%) 

5.1 Basic Principles: attention, transduction, thresholds, illusion, sensory adaptation 
[pp. 152-166] 
Objectives:  
• Contrast the processes of sensation and perception 
• Distinguish between absolute and difference thresholds 
• Explain the function of sensory adaptation 
• Explore and explain how perceptual phenomena is used in movies and video games 

5.2 Sensory Mechanisms: vision, visual information processing, visual organization & 
interpretation, hearing, touch, taste, smell, sensory interaction   

 [pp. 171-179, 194-212] 
Objectives:  
• Label diagrams of the eye and ear 
• Describe the operation of the sensory systems (five senses) and how they interact 
• Summarize Gestalt psychologist’s contribution to our understanding of perception 



 
 Unit #6: States of Consciousness (4 days: 2-4%) 

6.1 Waking, sleep, hypnosis  [pp.218-243] 
Objectives: 
• Explain how biological rhythms influence daily functioning 
• Describe the biological rhythm of sleep and dream stages 
• Define hypnosis and describe how a hypnotist can influence can influence a 

hypnotized subject 
6.2 Applied Project: Students will keep a dream journal for two weeks 
6.3 Altered states, psychoactive drugs  [pp. 246-256] 

Objectives:  
• Chart the names and effects of stimulants, depressants, and hallucinogenic drugs 
• Describe the physiological and psychological effects of stimulants, depressants, and 

hallucinogens 
• Discuss drug dependence 

 
 Unit #7: Learning (11 days: 7-9%) 

7.1 Classical & Operant Conditioning  [pp. 263-290 
Objectives:  
• Describe the basic components of classical conditioning 
• Summarize the processes of acquisition, extinction, spontaneous recovery, 

generalization and discrimination 
• Describe operant conditioning and explain how behavior is reinforced and shaped 
• Identify different types of reinforcers and describe schedules of reinforcement 
• Discuss the effects of punishment on behavior 
• Design a behavior modification program to deal with a specific behavioral problem 

7.2 Biological constraints & cognition’s influence on conditioning  [292-302] 
Objectives:  
• Explain how biological constraints and cognitive processes affect classical and 

operant conditioning 
• Describe how a perceived lack of control can affect behavior and health 

7.3 Learning by observation  [pp. 304-310] 
Objectives:  
• Describe the process of observational learning (Bandura) 
• Discuss the impact of prosocial modeling and of antisocial modeling 

 
 Unit #8: Cognition: Memory, Thought, and Language (13 days: 8-10%) 

8.1 Memory: Information processing, storage, retrieval  [pp. 317-338] 
Objectives:  
• Analyze how humans encode, store, and retrieve information in memory 
• Differentiate between automatic processing and effortful processing of memory 
• Compare and contrast sensory, short-term, and long-term memory 
• Practice a specific mnemonic strategy and report on its effectiveness for improving 

memory for a unit test 
• Describe the capacity and location of long-term memory 
• Discuss how emotions affect memory processing 

8.2 Memory: Forgetting, memory construction errors, false memories  [pp. 341-353] 
Objectives:  
• Analyze why humans forget 
• Explain how misinformation, interference, imagination, and source amnesia influence 

memory construction 
• Identify factors that contribute to false memories 
• Discuss the controversy related to claims of repressed and recovered memories 

8.3 Thinking: Problem solving, making decisions, heuristics  [pp. 356-370] 
Objectives:  



• Define cognition and describe the functions of concepts 
• Identify cognitive strategies that assist problem solving, and obstacles that hinder it 
• Explain what is meant by intuition, and describe how representativeness and 

availability heuristics, and overconfidence influence judgments 
8.4 Language: Language development  [pp.372-377] 

Objectives:  
• Describe the structural components of language 
• Identify language developmental stages 
• Describe how we acquire language 

8.5 Language: The brain & language, language & thought  [pp.377-382] 
Objectives:  
• Identify brain areas involved in language processing and speech 
• Describe the relationship between language and thinking 
• Discuss the value of thinking in images 

 
 Unit #9: Intelligence, Testing, and Individual Differences (8 days: 5-7%) 

9.1 Theories of single and multiple intelligences  [pp.607-615] 
Objectives:  
• Discuss the difficulty of defining intelligence 
• Debate theories of single and multiple intelligences 
• Identify the factors associated with creativity 
• Explain the four components of emotional intelligence 

9.2 History of intelligence testing, types of tests  [pp. 617-620] 
Objectives:  
• Trace the origins of intelligence testing 
• Distinguish between aptitude and achievement tests 
• Chart and categorize the most commonly used intelligence assessment tools 

9.3 Methodology, norms, standardization, reliability, validity, bias  [pp.620-623, 638-
643] 
Objectives:  
• Describe test standardization and the normal, bell-shaped curve 
• Explain the meanings of reliability and validity 
• Describe how and why the genders, racial, and ethnic groups differ in mental ability 

scores. 
• Discuss whether intelligence tests are culturally biased 

9.4 Genetic and environmental influences  [pp. 625-635] 
Objectives:  
• Evaluate factors related to stability of intelligence scores over the life span 
• Discuss the evidence for a genetic influence on intelligence 
• Discuss the evidence for environmental influences on intelligence 

 
 Unit #10: Motivation and Emotion (10 days: 6-8%) 

10.1 Instincts & drives, arousal, Maslow’s hierarchy  [pp. 390-394] 
Objectives:  
• Define motivation and identify motivational theories 
• Define achievement motivation, including intrinsic and extrinsic motivation 
• Discuss motives that influence every day behavior, like dating or homework 
• Describe how drive-reduction theory replaced instinct theory 
• Chart Maslow’s hierarchy 

10.2 Hunger, eating disorders  [pp.396-403, 697-698] 
Objectives:  
• Describe physiological factors that produce hunger 
• Analyze cultural and situational factors that influence hunger 
• Categorize different eating disorders and the factors associated with them 

10.3 Sexual motivation, social motivation  [pp. 406-418] 



Objectives:  
• Describe the human sexual response cycle and the dysfunctions that disrupt it 
• Analyze the impact of hormones, and external and internal stimuli, on human sexual 

motivation 
• Describe the evidence for human affiliation need (belonging) 
• Analyze how social networking influences humans 

10.4 Theories and physiology of emotion  [pp. 420-429] 
Objectives:  
• Describe three theories of emotion (James-Lange, Cannon-Bard, Schachter-Singer) 
• Analyze how arousal and expressive behaviors interact in emotion 
• List the physiological changes that occur during emotional arousal 

10.5 Emotional expression, gender, culture  [pp. 432-439] 
Objectives:  
• Describe nonverbal communication and discuss gender differences in this capacity 
• Identify culture-specific and culturally universal aspects of nonverbal expressions of 

emotion 
• Analyze emotion as expressed in photographs of facial expressions and compare 

results with classmates 
• Discuss the effects of facial expression 

10.6 Stress, health & illness  [pp.441-454] 
Objectives:  
• Identify events that provoke stress responses 
• Describe biological responses to stress 
• Describe how stress can create vulnerability to disease 
• Explain physiological adaptation to stress 

 
 Unit #11: Developmental Psychology (11 days: 7-9%) 

11.1 Prenatal Development and the Newborn  [pp.462-469] 
Objectives:  
• Identify and define three major issues that engage developmental psychologists 

(nature/nurture, continuity/stages, stabity/change) 
• Describe the course of prenatal development 
• Describe typical abilities of newborns and how researchers identify their mental 

abilities 
11.2 Infancy and childhood  [pp. 471-505] 

Objectives:  
• Describe some developmental changes in brain and motor abilities during infancy 

and childhood 
• Analyze cognitive development of infants and children 
• Compare and contrast Piaget and Vygotsky’s perspective of child development 
• Evaluate the importance of social development in infants and children 
• Survey gender development in childhood 

11.3 Adolescence  [pp. 513-523] 
Objectives:  
• Define adolescence and identify major physiological changes during this period 
• Compare and contrast the theories of cognitive development according to Piaget, 

Kohlberg, and later researchers 
• Describe social tasks and challenges during adolescence 
• Contrast parental and peer influences during adolescence 

11.4 Adulthood  [pp. 539-548] 
Objectives:  
• Identify the physical changes that occur during middle and late adulthood 
• Examine the impact of aging on memory 
• Describe trends in self-confidence and life satisfaction across the life span 

 



 Unit #12: Abnormal Behavior (11 days: 7-9%) 
12.1 Introduction to Psychological Disorders  [pp. 650-659] 

Objectives:  
• Identify the criteria psychologists use to differentiate between normality and disorder 
• Contrast the medical model with the biopsychosocial approach to psychological 

disorders 
• Describe how and why clinicians classify psychological disorders and why some 

criticize the use of diagnostic labels 
• Discuss the prevalence of psychological disorders 

12.2 Anxiety Disorders, Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder, and Posttraumatic Stress 
Disorder  [pp. 661-668] 
Objectives:  
• Identify the different anxiety disorders 
• Describe obsessive-compulsive disorder 
• Describe posttraumatic stress disorder 
• Analyze how the learning and biological perspectives explain anxiety disorders, 

OCD, and PTSD 
12.3 Mood Disorders  [pp. 671-681] 

Objectives:  
• Describe and explain what mood disorders are 
• Compare and contrast major depressive disorder and bipolar disorder 
• Describe how biological and social-cognitive perspectives explain mood disorders 
• Discuss factors that affect suicide and self-injury, identify warning signs and suicide 

prevention efforts 
12.4 Schizophrenia  [pp. 684-690] 

Objectives:  
• Describe the patterns of thinking, perceiving, and feeling that characterize 

schizophrenia 
• Contrast chronic and acute schizophrenia 
• Analyze evidence for genetic influences on schizophrenia 

12.5 Other Disorders  [pp. 693-701] 
Objectives:  
• Describe and explain the development of somatic system disorder 
• Describe the characteristics and possible causes of dissociative disorders 
• Contrast the three clusters of personality disorders 
• Discuss the types and prevalence of adjustment disorders 

12.5 Applied Activity 
• Students will write a case study of a fictional person diagnosed with a psychological 

disorder 
 
 Unit #13: Treatment of Abnormal Behavior (8 days: 5-7%) 

13.1 Psychodynamic and Humanistic therapies  [pp. 708-73] 
Objectives:  
• Contrast how psychotherapy, biomedical and eclectic approaches to therapy differ 
• Analyze the goals and techniques of psychoanalysis, and describe how they have 

been adapted in psychodynamic therapy 
• Identify the basic themes of humanistic therapy, describing the specific goals and 

techniques of Rogers’ client-centered approach 
13.2 Behavior, cognitive and group therapies  [pp. 716-725] 

Objectives: 
• Explain the basic assumptions of behavior therapy and contrast that with 

psychodynamic and humanistic therapies 
• Analyze the goals and techniques of cognitive, and cognitive-behavioral therapies 
• Discuss the aims and benefits of group and family therapy and some potential ethical 

dilemmas of individual, family, and group therapy 



13.3 Biomedical therapies  [pp. 740-748] 
Objectives:  
• Identify the common forms of drug therapy 
• Explain how double-blind studies assist researchers evaluate a drug’s effectiveness 
•  Describe the use of brain stimulation techniques and psychosurgery in treating 

specific disorders 
13.4 Prevention strategies  [pp.728-737] 

Objectives:  
• Explain the rationale of preventative mental health programs 
• Describe how some may experience relief from depression by maintaining a healthy 

lifestyle 
• Discuss the findings regarding the effectiveness of psychotherapies 

 
 Unit #14: Social Psychology (13 days: 8-10%) 

14.1 Attribution, attitudes, actions  [pp. 754-759] 
Objectives:  
• Identify what social psychologists study 
• Explain the fundamental attribution error 
• Examine various sales tactics and their relationship to principles of social psychology 

14.2 Conformity and obedience, group behavior  [pp. 762-778] 
Objectives:  
• Describe the power of social influence from Milgram’s obedience experiements 
• Analyze how group interaction can facilitate group polarization and groupthink 
• Describe how behavior is influenced by cultural norms 

14.3 Prejudice, discrimination, aggression  [pp. 780-796] 
Objectives:  
• Define prejudice, and identify its social and cultural roots 
• Describe the factors that contribute to the persistence of cultural, ethnic, and gender 

prejudice and discrimination 
• Explain how psychology’s definition of aggression differs from everyday usage 
• Identify psychological and social-cultural triggers of aggression 

14.4 Attraction, altruism, conflict and peacemaking  [pp. 798-816] 
Objectives:  
• Explain why humans befriend or fall in love with some people, but not others 
• Identify the times when people are most, and least, likely to help 
• Explain altruistic behavior in terms of social exchange theory and social norms 
• Discuss how we can transform feelings of prejudice, aggression, and conflict into 

attitudes that promote peace 



 



2014 – 2015 AP Psychology Scope & Sequence – Mr. Hunsaker 
           Date Unit Topics Misc. 

July 23 – 25 1 Class setup, Introduction to Psychology: History & Approaches  
July 28 – Aug 1 2 Research Methods  

Aug 4 - 8 2 Research Methods  
Aug 11 - 15 2 Research Methods Unit 1 & 2 Test 13 – Early Release 
Aug 18 - 22 10 Personality  
Aug 25 - 29 10 Personality Unit Test  
Sept 1 - 5 3 Biological Basis of Behavior 1 – Labor Day 

Sept 8 - 12 3 Biological Basis of Behavior  
Sept 15 - 19 3 Biological Basis of Behavior  Unit Test 17 – Early Release 
Sept 22 - 26 4 Sensation & Perception  

Sept 29 – Oct 3 4 Sensation & Perception Unit Test 3 – Early Release 

Oct 6 - 17 Fall Break 

Oct 20 - 24 5 States of Consciousness 22 – Early Release 
Oct 27 – 31 6 Learning  
Nov 3 – 7 6 Learning 5  – Early Release 

Nov 10 - 14 6 Learning Unit Test 11 – Veterans Day 
Nov 17 – 21 7 Cognition: Memory, Thought & Language  
Nov 24 - 28 7 Cognition: Memory, Thought & Language 27&28 Thanksgiving 

Dec 1 - 5 7 Cognition: Memory, Thought & Language 3 – Early Release 
Dec 8 - 12 7 Cognition: Memory, Thought & Language Unit Test  

Dec 15 - 19  Semester Review & Semester Exam 18&19  Early Release 

Dec 22 – Jan 2 Winter Break 

Jan 5 - 9 11 Intelligence, Testing & Individual Differences  
Jan 12 - 16 11 Intelligence, Testing & Individual Differences 14 – Early Release 
Jan 19 - 23 8 Motivation, Emotion & Stress 19 – Civil Rights Day 
Jan 26 – 30 8 Motivation, Emotion & Stress  

Feb 2 - 6 9 Developmental Psychology  
Feb 9 - 13 9 Developmental Psychology 11 Early Release 

Feb 16 - 20 12 Abnormal Behavior 16 President’s Day 
Feb 23 – 27 12 Abnormal Behavior  
March 2 -6 12 Abnormal Behavior 6 – Early Release 

March 9 - 20 Spring Break 

March 23 - 27 13 Treatment of Abnormal Behavior  
Mar 30 – Apr 3 13 Treatment of Abnormal Behavior 3 – April Break 

April 6 – 10 14 Social Psychology  
April 13 – 17 14 Social Psychology  
April 20 – 24  Review & AP Test Prep 22 – Early Release 

Apr 27 -  May 1  Review & AP Test Prep  
May 4 - 8  Special Topics Project 4 – AP Psych Test 

May 11 - 15  Special Topics Project  
May 18 - 22  Special Topics Project 20&21 Early Release 

 


