
Potthoff Chemistry Syllabus QCHS 

Chemistry 
Course Syllabus 

 

Instructor Name: Mr. Potthoff, M.S. 

Contact Information:  apotthoff@qcusd.org  (480)987-5973 ext. 4644 
 

Course description 

Course Description: The study of Chemistry examines the composition of various substances and the reactions they go 

through at the particulate and macro levels. This year long course is structured to follow the historical development of the 

scientific discipline of chemistry.  The goals of this course are to help students develop critical thinking and professional 

teamwork skills while learning basic chemistry concepts that apply to their daily life. Below is a general outline of the topics that 

will be covered in this course:

Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Quarter 4 

Safety & Scientific Method The Mole Stoichiometry Thermochemistry 

Matter Electrons The Atom Organic Chemistry 

Energy & States Chemical Reactions The Periodic Table Equilibrium 

Mixtures & Compounds  Bonding Acid & Bases 

 

Grading 

Your grade will be calculated based on the following: 

Assignments (homework, classwork, notebook checks, smaller project checkpoints) 35% 

Assessments (tests, quizzes, formal lab reports, final product of projects)  45% 

Semester exam:          20% 
 

Grading scale:   

A+ 98%-100% A 97%-94% A- 92%-90% 

B+ 89%-87% B 86%-84% B- 83%-80% 

C+ 79%-77% C 76%-74% C- 73%-70% 

D+ 69%-67% D 66%-64% D-63%-60% 

F 59%- Below 
 

 Tests require a minimum score of 70% or remediation is required. Your final grade will be greatly benefited by daily, 

on time, attendance and a good attitude and effort.  Grades are updates weekly in Synergy. 

 

Make up work:   It is the responsibility of each student to determine what assignments were missed while they were absent 

and turned them in. Students have 1 day per each day absent to turn in make up work unless otherwise discussed with teacher. 

School Attendance Policies will be followed in reference to whether students will receive credit for the course.   

 

Late work: Students may turn in late work for 50% credit any time before the end date for that particular unit.  If the work is 

turned in after the end date of the unit that it is from it will not count for any credit, unless the situation has been specifically 

discussed and approved by the teacher. 

 

Classroom Management 

 Respect everyone’s right to learn. 

 Respect fellow students, teacher, and yourself. 
 Follow all safety procedures. 
 Be on time, prepared to learn, and a smile. 
 Follow directions the first time they are given. 
 Teacher dismisses students not the bell. 

If a student chooses to break a rule, the following consequences will result: 

1. Verbal warning 

2. Verbal warning, call to parent, and short lunch detention 

3. Call to parent and after school detention. 

3. Office referral. 

Note: steps may be skipped based on the severity of the student’s action. All school policies and rules will be followed and 

enforced. 
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Leaving the Room 

 No one is allowed to leave the room without the teacher’s permission. 

 No one is allowed to leave when the instructor or someone else is presenting. 
 Sign out, take the hall pass, and sign in when you return. 
 During testing, you may leave the room only after your test has been handed in for grading. 
 Habitual use the bathroom will result in a phone call to parent and potentially losing bathroom rights. 

 

Lab Safety 

Failure to follow lab safety rules can put you, your peers, and your instructor at serious risk.  For this reason, roughhousing, 

pranks, or disregard for lab safety rules will not be tolerated.  Any activity that puts you or your classmates at risk will result 

in removal from the laboratory and an automatic grade of 0 for the assignment. A student safety contract will be sent home 

later this week. You must read and have a parent sign the safety contract and return it to your instructor before you can 

work in the lab.  Students must also pass a lab safety quiz with a score of 100% in order to work in the lab. 
 

Cell Phones and Other Devices 

Students are not allowed to use any electronic devices in the classroom.  If a student chooses to use an electronic device in class, 

it will be confiscated and turned in to the office. 

 

Course Materials  

 Composition Notebook 
 Paper 
 Pens and pencils  
 Scientific calculator 

 2’” inch binder 

 

Extra Help: I will be typically available before school, during lunch and after school.  I am more than happy to help out. 

 

Note 

Chemistry is a challenging subject for many students.  Many of the concepts that we will cover in this course are complex and 

may seem counterintuitive.  The workload will be heavy and will require a significant effort on your part.  It is very easy to fall 

behind, and very difficult to catch up if you do.  However, it is my belief that any student who makes the effort can master the 

material presented in this course.  As with any difficult course, you must: 

 Come to class on time every day 
 Actively participate in class discussions and labs 
 Turn in all assignments on time 
 Read ahead so that you can ask questions in class 
 Do not put off studying for exams until the last minute 
 Make an honest effort to understand the material 
 Talk to your instructor if you are having difficulty 
 Use class website for more practice problems 

 

If you follow these guidelines, you will be successful in this course. 
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Return this page to your teacher by the following date: Friday July 25th  
 

STUDENT AND PARENT ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

Students: 

Your signature below represents that you have read and that you understand the classroom 

policies and procedures statement for this course and understand the consequences if you 

choose not to comply with them. You also know that if you have a problem or need help to be 

successful in this class, you will see your teacher before or after school or during AC-LAB.  
 

____________________________________         ______________________________________ 

Student Name (please print legibly)   Student Signature    Date 

 

Technology Agreement: 

I will abide by the QCUSD technology agreement given to me at the beginning of the school year. 

 

____________________________________          

Student Signature    

 

Parents: 

As a parent, you acknowledge the above and also understand that your son or daughter needs 

your full support and guidance in school attendance, completion of assignments, and 

maintenance of good health through nutrition, rest, and emotional support. Parents, please also 
note that there may be a time when a film will be shown in class. All films shown are relevant 

to course content. Your signature here acknowledges your permission to show your child films 

with ratings of “G” only. Any film with a different rating will be preceded with a separate 

parental permission form. 
 

_____________________________________ ______________________________________ 

Parent Name (please print legibly)    Parent Signature             Date 

 

Parents: 

Physical textbooks will not be checked out to students. Instead students will receive 

instructions on how to access the electronic textbook on the Internet. QCHS fully understands 

that some students may not have regular access to the Internet at home for various reasons. 

For these students, and only these students, a select number of physical textbooks have been 

purchased to be checked out. Please circle your answer to the following question and sign your 

name acknowledging your choice. 

 

Does your child have daily access to the Internet at home?    YES   or    NO     
 
       

Parent Signature   
 


