
Honors 9th Lit/ Comp Summer Reading 2016-2017 

All rising Honors 9th Literature/ Composition students:  Welcome to Lassiter; we look forward to working with you next 

year!  You are required to read two books this summer:  Animal Farm, by George Orwell, and a nonfiction book of your 

choosing (see requirements below).  Additionally, you will complete an assignment associated with each 

book.  Assignments will be due the first week of school; please have read all summer reading books and completed 

all assignments by then. 

Animal Farm: 

Animal Farm is a literary classic, presenting the concepts of rhetoric, satire, and allegory. A story in the style of Aesop’s 

fables, this novella depicts animals on an English farm to tell the history of Soviet communism. Orwell’s Animal Farm 

remains on the “101 Great Books” recommended for college-bound readers by the College Board (associated with AP 

Exams, SAT, PSAT). Enjoy reading this classic, and be prepared to write and respond in your Honors English class. 

Assignment:  

1) Since an historical background of this text is paramount to understanding its meaning, read the online essay found 

at the address below PRIOR to reading the book (copy and paste the link).  This essay is short, but make sure to 

click through and read all three pages. 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/proseanimalfarm/animalfarm_context/revision/1/ 

 

2) Read Animal Farm with the ferocious attentiveness that high school expects from an honors student, paying 

careful attention to plot, character development, and theme. We highly suggest annotating the text as you read by 

highlighting important ideas, themes, unknown vocabulary, etc. and writing notes in the margin.  

 

3) Choose one of the following activities to complete: 

 

a. Choose two major themes presented in the book (abuse of language, the role of the working class, corrupt 

leadership, lies and deceit, dangers/ merits of class structure, etc.).  Trace these themes throughout the 

book, jotting down instances where they occur.  Quote the line and page number of each example and 

provide your own ideas about the quote (approximately 2-3 sentences).  Aim for 5 textual examples of 

each theme (10 entries total). 

b. Choose one key quotation from each chapter in Animal Farm (10 chapters in the book).  Record each 

quotation, including the page number, and explain the significance of the quote to the overall story 

(approximately 2-3 sentences). 

 

Nonfiction Book of Choice: 

In addition to Animal Farm, choose a nonfiction book, approved by your parents, of at least 200 pages in length (books 

on this list, even if under 200 pages, are acceptable). Raise the bar for yourself and choose a book that will both challenge 

and interest you.  Your only assignment is to read and annotate the book (highlight key ideas and write notes in the 

margins).  In the end, you should have several annotations per chapter. Make sure to bring your annotated book to class 

the first week of school.  

On the next page is a list of possible texts to consider (your book does not have to come from this list): 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/english_literature/proseanimalfarm/animalfarm_context/revision/1/


 

List of Suggested Nonfiction Books (organized by theme) 

Sports: 

Friday Night Lights by Buzz Bissinger 

Moneyball by Michael Lewis 

The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics by Daniel James Brown 

 

Memoir: 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 

Boy: Tales of Childhood by Roald Dahl 

Bad Boy: A Memoir by Walter Dean Myers 

Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne Wakatsuki and James D. Houston 

 

Music: 

John Lennon: All I Want is the Truth by Elizabeth Partridge 

History: 

The Monuments Men by Robert M. Edsel 

Undaunted Courage: Meriwether Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening of the American West by Stephen E. Ambrose 

Sir Walter Raleigh and the Quest for El Dorado by Marc Aronson 

Under the Black Flag: The Romance and Reality of Life among the Pirates by David Cordingly 

Eleanor Roosevelt: A Life of Discovery by Russell Freedman 

Good Brother, Bad Brother: The Story of Edwin Booth & John Wilkes Booth by James Cross Giblin 

1776 by David McCullough 

Behind the Mask: The Life of Queen Elizabeth I by Jane Resh Thomas 

 

Science: 

The Hot Zone by Richard Preston 

A Whole New Mind: Why Right-Brainers Will Rule the Future by Daniel Pink 

Animal, Vegetable, Mineral: A Year of Food Life by Barbara Kingsolver 

An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793 by Jim Murphy 

 

If you have any questions, please contact:  kirstene.lohlein@cobbk12.org 

 

mailto:kirstene.lohlein@cobbk12.org


 


