
Welcome to AP English Language and Composition! 
 

On the next couple of pages you will find the summer reading task for the 2016 – 
2017 school year. But first, we thought you might like to know a bit about the 
class you selected. 
 

We believe it will be helpful to explain expectations for your work, your attitude, and your comportment 
as AP students. You are obviously the best English students; otherwise, you would not have chosen the 
rigorous coursework this class demands. You are expected to be dedicated and self-disciplined, 
teachable and self-motivated. Although one of the goals is that you pass the exam (which is strongly 
encouraged), it would be great for each of you to enjoy the process. Being smart is fun, but often 
requires hard work.  
 

One of the keys to performing well is being “well read.” As you read more widely, your vocabulary 
becomes broader and richer. Exposure to a variety of writing, both fiction and nonfiction, will allow you 
to recognize good writing styles and to emulate their correctness in your own writings. Another key to 
performing well is developing a writing style which incorporates depth of thinking in analysis of a 
writer’s techniques, methods, style, and presenting intelligent papers about such concepts. A final key to 
passing the exam is understanding argument and using research to back up your argument. Although 
you will do projects, the focus must be on content, purpose, and writing.  
 

When you read, keep a dictionary close in order to define any words that you find unfamiliar; write 
these down for future reference. Be sure to use the pronunciation guides; all too often people sound 
foolish when they mispronounce words or use a word incorrectly. You should also keep a running list of 
words you encounter in class with which you are unfamiliar. Make it your business to become familiar 
with these words. Be aware of the many allusions that authors use for emphasis or for clarity; don’t be 
afraid to investigate if something is unfamiliar, and, please, don’t expect someone to give you all the 
answers. In addition to required class work, you will read fiction and nonfiction outside of class, but it is 
worth mentioning that the primary focus of this course is reading and analyzing nonfiction and the 
author’s purpose/argument, as well as writing and analyzing the style and purpose of various authors 
and types of writing. With a positive attitude and strong work ethic, you will have a successful year in AP 
English!  We’ll see you soon- 
 

Kim Gasaway  
Kathryn Kenyon 
Beth Morgan 
 

Essays (pdfs of essays located on the blog) – 

“Is Google Making Us Stupid” by Nicholas Carr 

“Chief Joseph Surrenders” 

“Self-Reliance” by Ralph Waldo Emerson 

“Solitude and Leadership” by William 

Deresiewicz 

 

“His Last Game” by Brian Doyle 
The Checkers speech and  
The Farewell  both by Richard Nixon 
“Mother Tongue” by Amy Tan 
“Advice to Young People” by Mark Twain

Non-fiction novel – In Cold Blood by Truman Capote (available for purchase at bookstores or online) 

Questions? Contact Beth.Morgan@cobbk12.org 



AP Language & Composition – Lassiter High School 

Nonfiction Essays/Texts Summer Assignment - 2016 
(pdfs of texts on AP Language blogs located on the Lassiter webpage) 
 

In the first weeks of the semester, you will be asked to discuss in depth the essays assigned.   
 

To prepare for the AP task at hand, you should print and read each of the essays/texts carefully.  
Annotate each article and pay close attention to the rhetorical triangle:  Who/what is the 
audience?  Who is the speaker?  What is the message?   Do you see logos, ethos, and/or 
pathos?  
 

In addition, copy/paste the following chart (or hand draw it) and as you read each essay, use 
the diagram to take notes on your ideas. Write on the chart.  
 

So, the take away is – 1) print each essay/text, 2) annotate each essay/text, 3) print or hand 
draw the rhetorical triangle for each essay/text, 4) write your ideas/analysis on the rhetorical 
triangle diagram.   
 

Be prepared to turn in your rhetorical triangles and annotations during the first week of 
school.  

 
Summative Assessment:  You may be assigned rhetorical analysis papers, presentations, 
and/or group projects regarding these essays.  



AP Language & Composition – Lassiter High School 
In Cold Blood by Truman Capote – Summer Assignments - 2016 
 

Do some research:  Find at least two resources that relate to In Cold Blood. You can do this before 
or after you read the text.  You can access historical or literary resources, but be sure your 
documents are AP worthy – in other words, don’t just Google it.  Print your resources and bring 
them to class on the first day of school.  
 

Reflecting on reading: The following 1 – 4 responses will be uploaded into www.turnitin.com 
during the first week of the semester.   Therefore, your responses should be typewritten, clearly 
identified, saved to your personal filing system, and totally your own, original thoughts. Some of 
this assignment is best completed as you read, not afterward.  Think ahead!  
 

1. Find 4 ways to fill in the blank WITHOUT using any plot or character elements: 
 

In Cold Blood is a book about ____________________________. 
In Cold Blood is a book about ____________________________. 
In Cold Blood is a book about ____________________________. 
In Cold Blood is a book about ____________________________. 

 

2. Make a chart which shows the differences between Perry Smith, Dick Hickock, Herb Clutter, 
Alvin Dewey, and Susan Kidwell in terms of loyalty, friendship, moral development, betrayal, 
and redemption. Your chart should cite specific evidence from the text.  Use MLA 
parenthetical documentation.  
 

3. Consider the following: 
“Before Truman Capote, journalism and non-fiction weren't taken very seriously.”   Gerald 
Clarke 
“I got this idea of doing a really serious big work-it would be precisely like a novel, with a 
single difference: Every word of it would be true from beginning to end.” Truman Capote 
 

Now that you’ve read In Cold Blood, do you believe Capote is successful in creating a new 
genre – the nonfiction novel? Does the author succeed?  Why or why not?  Organize your 
thoughts in writing and be prepared to present your ideas to the class.  When citing the 
text, be sure to use MLA guidelines. You do not need to access other sources, but if you do, 
be sure to document properly.  

  

4. For each of the four sections of In Cold Blood, directly quote one or two sentences that you 
believe sum up the message the author is trying to convey. Write down each quote and 
justify your selections.  Be sure to cite the quote.  Then, in a well-developed paragraph, 
discuss what these sentences have in common and how they are different.  Be sure to cite 
your quotes properly using MLA style.  
 

Summative Assessment:  You may have a test and/or a rhetorical analysis after the semester 
begins.   
 

Be prepared to turn in the above questions/responses during the first week of school.  
Remember to type your responses since you will eventually submit your work to turnitin.com.  

http://www.turnitin.com/

