
American Literature Summer Reading Assignment/2016 

Choose one of the following books by Ann Rinaldi: (book descriptions are from www.amazon.com)  

Cast Two Shadows- In South Carolina in 1780, fourteen-year-old Caroline sees the Revolutionary 

War take a terrible toll on her family and friends, and comes to understand the true nature of 

war. 

Hang a Thousand Trees with Ribbons-Kidnapped from her home in Senegal and sold as a slave in 

1761, Phillis Wheatley--as she comes to be known--stuns her adopted country by becoming 

America's first published black poet. 

A Break with Charity: A Story of the Salem Witch Trials- Susanna desperately wants to join the 

circle of girls who meet every week at the parsonage. What she doesn't realize is that the girls 

are about to set off a torrent of false accusations leading to the imprisonment and execution of 

countless innocent people. Susanna faces a painful choice. Should she keep quiet and let the 

witch-hunt panic continue, or should she "break charity" with the group--and risk having her own 

family members named as witches? 

Reader's guide included. 

 

Come Juneteenth- Sis Goose is a beloved member of Luli's family, despite the fact that she was 

born a slave. But the family is harboring a terrible secret. And when Union soldiers arrive on their 

Texas plantation to announce that slaves have been declared free for nearly two years, Sis Goose 

is horrified to learn that the people she called family have lied to her for so long. She runs away--

but her newly found freedom has tragic consequences. 

  

How could the state of Texas keep the news of the Emancipation Proclamation from reaching 

slaves? In this riveting Great Episodes historical drama, Ann Rinaldi sheds light on the events that 

led to the creation of Juneteenth, a celebration of freedom that continues today.  

Or Give me Death: A Novel of Patrick Henry’s Family- Patrick Henry, the famous statesman, has a 

secret: He keeps his wife in the cellar. Slowly losing her mind, Sarah Henry has become a danger 

to herself and her children. But daughter Anne has a secret of her own: She knows which child 

will inherit their mother's madness. 

 

Told from the point of view of the Henry children, this compassionate tale explores the 

possibility that Patrick Henry's immortal cry of "Give me liberty, or give me death," which roused 

a nation to arms, was first spoken by his wife as she pleaded for her own freedom. 

My Heart is on the Ground: the Diary of Nannie Little Rose, a Sioux Girl, Carlisle Indian School, 

Pennsylvania- Acclaimed historical novelist Ann Rinaldi makes her Dear America debut with the 

diary of a Sioux girl who is sent to a government-run boarding school to learn the white man's 

customs and language. 



OR  

If you are a student who are looking for a more challenging option, read the following: 

 The Astonishing Life of Octavion Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume I: The Pox Party, by M.T. 

Anderson- Young Octavian is being raised by a group of rational philosophers known only by 

numbers -- but it is only after he opens a forbidden door that learns the hideous nature of their 

experiments, and his own chilling role them. Set in Revolutionary Boston, M. T. Anderson’s 

mesmerizing novel takes place at a time when Patriots battled to win liberty while African slaves 

were entreated to risk their lives for a freedom they would never claim. The first of two parts, 

this deeply provocative novel reimagines past as an eerie place that has startling resonance for 

readers today.  

After reading the book complete the following:  

*Write a summary for each chapter (you may want to do this as you are reading) 

*Create a list of important characters 

*Note at least ten specific details about the setting of the novel  

You can write this in a word document or on one of the following: weebly or google drive. 

Summer reading assignment will be due within the first two weeks of school; however, students 

are highly encouraged to complete all work over the summer and to have the assignment ready 

the first day of school. 

 

If you have any questions, contact: 

 

danielle.crandall@cobbk12.org 

 

mailto:danielle.crandall@cobbk12.org

