
The Middle School English as a Second Language Program 

 

Our Mission Statement 

Our Mission is to help students develop English language skills, cultural 

awareness and learning strategies which will enable them to become 

successful learners and positive contributors to the wider community in 

which they live.  

 

English Support Program 

The MS ESL program is based on research and current best practice that 

includes the principles of sheltered immersion and comprehensible inputs.  

The students will also benefit from an English Support class in grades 7 and 

8 where the ESL teachers will reinforce work habits and approaches to 

learning and abilities in essay writing, lab reports, and reading 

comprehension.  The Middle School program also uses the Green Paper as 

a home school connection tool to frontload academic vocabulary and 

lessons in context with English, Science, Social Studies and Math.  

 

What is Immersion?  

Immersion is a term which expresses commitment to educate each child, 

to the maximum extent appropriate, in the school and classroom he or she 

would otherwise attend.    It involves bringing the support services to the 

child (rather than moving the child to the services) and requires only that 

the child will benefit from being in the class (rather than having to keep up 

with the other students).   

 

How does Immersion work?  

ESL teachers are part of the grade level planning team and teaching team.   

ESL professionals work side by side in the mainstream classroom and support 

the language learner in a variety of ways.    

• ESL students are immersed in the mainstream classroom.   



• ESL teachers work in the classrooms throughout the day focusing on 

the language content of the lessons. ESL teachers monitor the 

students progress carefully and may sometimes pull out students to 

reiterate, accommodate and work on specific concepts being 

taught in his/her classroom.  

 

Benefits of Immersion 

• Promotes respect for all people.  

• Increases appreciation and acceptance of individual differences 

and diversity.  

• Promotes meaningful friendships.  

• Provides opportunities to master activities by practicing and teaching 

others.   

• Demonstrates greater academic outcomes.  

 

Who qualifies for ESL Support? 

• Non-native English speakers who have not been exposed to English 

before. 

• Students recommended by teachers based on their observations. 

• Students screened through the Language Assessment Scale (LAS) 

 

The Language Assessment Scale  

• New students whose native language is not English according to the 

Home Language Survey will be assessed.   

• The Language Assessment Scale (LAS) is a comprehensive assessment 

system used as a screening device.   

• The LAS provides complete information about a student’s language 

proficiency in English.   

• Language proficiency is tested in Reading, Writing, Listening and 

Speaking.  

• Students who score at the NL, LEPa, LEPb, LEPc, LEPd or LEPe levels on 

the LAS assessment will qualify for services.  

 



What Parents Can Do To Help? 

• Encourage reading for pleasure in your own native language and 

assigned reading from school. 

• Help your child to complete the Green Paper in your native 

language. 

• Share a positive attitude about learning at home. 

• Let your child be aware that you believe in him or her and their ability 

to do well.  

• Engage in their learning by having a conversation with them about 

their classes at school. 


