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Dolphin Dispatch 
 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

 Application Process for Siblings is Now 

OPEN! 

 PTA Dolphin Appreciation Breakfast  

 End of semester message 

 Videos : In case you missed them 

 ES,MS, HS  News & Events 

 Visual and Performing Arts: AUDITIIONS 

FOR STONE SOUP 

 Athletics and After School  Activities 

Program for January 2017 

 

SY 2017-2018 Application Process for Siblings is Now OPEN! 

 

To apply please go to www.isp.edu.pa/apply  

Please note that there are likely to be wait-pools in most of our grades 

so the sooner you apply, the better. 

For more information please contact Nilsa Arenas at 

narenas@isp.edu.pa  

or 293-3009. 

 

 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
http://www.isp.edu.pa/apply
mailto:narenas@isp.edu.pa
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Dear ISP Community,  
 
It is becoming increasingly difficult to summarize an entire 
semester of life at ISP. It seems like it was just yesterday 
that we were starting off the school year. The holiday 
season is upon us, and we are all ready for the break. But 
before we go, we want to look back and celebrate some 
of 2016. 
 
To read more of the end of semester message click here 

 

Return date for Semester 2: January 12, 2017      

 

 
 
 
 

END OF SEMESTER MESSAGE 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
http://www.isp.edu.pa/News#IncredibleTheFirstSemesterofourSchoolYearisNearlyOver
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Dear ISP Parents,  

 

On behalf of all members of the PTA we want to thank you for 
supporting us in all the events and activities we have done for this first 
half of the school year. With your help and participation, we were able 
to accomplish our Welcome Back BBQ, the Honor Roll Lunch, give a 
taste of Panamanian treats to all students for Fiestas Patrias, make a 
wonderful Dolphin Appreciation Breakfast, support the DAC, and our 
great Holiday Fest! For next year we will continue to work hard in 
building our community stronger with the help and support of all of 
YOU! We wish you have an incredible Holiday Season and Happy New 
Year! 

Sincerely Yours, 

Maria Lopez de Cobo and Cristina Barberi 

PTA Co- Presidents 

 

 

 

DOLPHIN APPRECIATION BREAKFAST 

AT THIS YEAR’S DOLPHIN APPRECIATION 

BREAKFAST  

THE PTA ORGANIZED A VERY SPECIAL GIFT 

FOR ALL OF THE DOLPHINS WHO  DAY IN AND 

DAY OUT DEMONSTRATE THAT THEY ARE THE 

HEART AND SOUL OF ISP.  

1,000 HOLIDAY CARDS HANDMADE AND 

DECORATED BY OUR WONDERFUL STUDENTS. 

BEFORE THE BREAKFAST STUDENTS, PTA 

MEMBERS , MAINTENANCE AND CAFETERIA 

STAFF READ SOME OF THE CARDS OUT LOUD. 

EACH AND EVERYONE WAS FILLED WITH A 

HEARTWARMING MESSAGE THANKING THESE 

HARD WORKING MEN AND WOMEN FOR 

EVERYTHING THEY DO. REAFFIRMING THAT 

EVERY MEMBER OF OUR COMMUNITY IS 

VALUED AND CONTRIBUTES TO THE MISSION 

OF OUR SCHOOL. EDUCATION FOR A FUTURE 

WITHOUT BORDERS. 

SEE MORE PICTURES HERE:  

https://www.flickr.com/gp/

internationalschoolofpanama/881KbN 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/881KbN
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/881KbN
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As promised we have prepared compilation 
videos for each of the sections presented during 
our Mes de la Patria celebrations. We hope you 

enjoy them.  

 

                   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MES DE LA PATRIA VIDEOS  

Thanks to everyone who came out to see West Side Story.  We have included a compilation of 
some video taken over the course of the three month process to show what you DIDN'T see. 
Putting a show together takes a lot of hard work, determination and dedication from so many 
people, and this is just another way to see the learning of the ISP VAPA students.  

CLICK HERE TO SEE BEHIND THE CURTAIN OF WEST SIDE STORY 

Click this link to see pictures from the behind the curtain https://www.flickr.com/
gp/internationalschoolofpanama/1YC5E2 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YW_mUllgcvQ Early Childhood 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_aFvPfZRYg  Elementary School 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7KNXDXWJJs Middle School 

 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRNd2P9bBKc High School 
 
 
 WEST SIDE STORY : BEHIND THE CURTAIN 

We are still hearing from faculty and parents that were delighted by our Elementary School holiday 
performances. Our amazing ES Music Teachers Megan Highfill and Raimon Santiago lead 600 students in a 4 hour 
long show in our Performing Arts Center. As promised each of the grade level presentations have been compiled 
into a video for your enjoyment. All videos can be viewed by clicking the link below. We hope you enjoy the 

holiday cheer.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?

list=PLXNxRqR8RWBajJELYMY2InEYy1zzDeNll 

 

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL HOLIDAY CONCERT 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhEzlY_bDEU
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/1YC5E2
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/1YC5E2
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/1YC5E2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YW_mUllgcvQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r_aFvPfZRYg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7KNXDXWJJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KRNd2P9bBKc
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXNxRqR8RWBajJELYMY2InEYy1zzDeNll
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLXNxRqR8RWBajJELYMY2InEYy1zzDeNll
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Becky Jobes, PhD—Elementary Principal—bjobes@isp.edu.pa 

Elementary School 
 

 

 

 

 

Best wishes for a safe and restful break  

The end of our first semester brings us a natural opportunity to look behind at what has passed and what growth 
was made, and glance ahead to forecast our goals and hopes. Behind us are 5 months of hard work and 
dedication, and ahead of us are the same. Thank you for the support and ideas you’ve provided to us throughout 
this year.  All of us in the elementary division wish you a safe and restful break and we look forward to seeing 

you and your children in the new year.  

Warmly, Ms. Becky and the elementary team 

 

1st grade Diorama Project 

Our first graders celebrated the culmination of their unit on habitats by sharing the diorama’s they created.  Students sat 
with their dioramas and informational writing pieces and shared with guests about the different facts they 

learned.  Excellent job 1st grade! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PK HOT WHEELS! As a closure to the PK 4 wheels unit, on Wednesday, December 14th they had their 

"Day on Wheels". The  activity was full of both fun and concept review not only on wheels, but on all skills learned 

this semester. Check out the pictures here: https://www.flickr.com/gp/

internationalschoolofpanama/31T0X4 

 

BONUS SOCCER SKILLS FROM THE SUB 12 boys thanks to Coach Horton 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbFjsu7CT7M&t=62s 

 

 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
mailto:bjobes@isp.edu.pa
mailto:mherron@isp.edu.pa
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/31T0X4
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/31T0X4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbFjsu7CT7M&t=62s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UbFjsu7CT7M&t=62s
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Becky Jobes, PhD—Elementary Principal—bjobes@isp.edu.pa 

Elementary School 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th Grade Service Learning – Sister School Project              
This month our 5th grade students and staff have been extremely busy with their annual service 
learning project and this week it came to a close.  Each year the students and families donate 
gifts and a holiday meal to the students and families who attend the school la Mesa in El 
Valle.  La Mesa is a small rural school that serves approximately 40 families.  This year we were 
able to deliver a gift to each student who attends the school and also ensure that the families 
would have a delicious holiday meal for Christmas.  The process started in early December when 
the students asked for donations at the Holiday Shop in order to fill the meal baskets – this 
ended up being a HUGE hit with our gracious ISP families.  After the Holiday Shop the 5th 
graders were able to add up the total amount and quickly realized that we were able to fund 
ALL of the needed 40 meal baskets!  With the meal baskets and gifts in tow, ten of our students, 
and two staff members were able to hand deliver the goods and make a personal connection 
with the students and families in El Valle.  The experience for all, is sure to be one that is never 

forgotten!  

 

 

 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
mailto:bjobes@isp.edu.pa
mailto:mherron@isp.edu.pa
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 Middle School  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vickie Swann  Middle School Principal vswann@isp.edu.pa 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

CHECK OUT MORE PICTURES 

OF THE PERFORMANCE 

ASSESMENTS HERE:https://

www.flickr.com/gp/

internationalschoolofpanama/

s062pg 

CLICK HERE TO SEE MORE 

PICTURES FROM THE GRADE 8 

SHOWCASE:  

https://www.flickr.com/gp/

internationalschoolofpanama/8Vm6

Assessing Student Performance in Middle 
School: Beyond Test Taking 

  
Grade 7 English and Science classes are working together to 
study and teach about Tropical Forest Ecosystems. In Science, 
students transformed themselves into Field Researchers by 
creating Berlese funnels and using them to collect, classify and 
count. In English, students outlined a source document with content 
that supported the lab work. In addition, in English class, 
small groups created a thesis statement and came up with fun, 
engaging ways to teach the expository material to ISP 1st and 
2nd grade students. The presentations, performed in a room that 
had been transformed into a Tropical Forest, came in the forms of 

songs, skits, and puppet shows.  

  

We also had the chance to stop in and visit some of the Science 
students in Grade 8 who were are also conducting their 
performance assessments. These students were tasked with finding 
the relationship between acceleration and force. Students 
collected data testing pulling their car changing forces and 
observing how acceleration is affected. The performance 
assessment allowed these students to apply Newton’s Second Law 

and observe how it affected acceleration during their tests.   

  

An additional tradition at ISP Middle School is the Grade 8 
Showcase. All of the 8th grade participated in this event.  The 
Showcase is an opportunity for the Middle School to celebrate 
the learning of our grade 8 students through performance and 
display.  The music class did a medley of song, symphony and 
band; Theater did short plays from The Good Doctor, while the 
Visual Arts and STEM students explored different mediums to 
express ideas, themes and problems. It was a wonderful time for 
the whole middle school to honor the work of these young people 

and we look forward to our next one in June! 

  

Performance assessments at the end of the semester continue to 
give students important opportunities to go beyond simply 
recalling information for a test. Instead students are applying 
what they have learned during the semester to a lab scenario 
where they can see the forces in action and use what they have 
learned to explain what is happening, cross-disciplinary activities 
to share life science concepts, and the Showcase that 

encompasses the Arts and STEM.  

http://www.isp.edu.pa
mailto:vswann@isp.edu.pa
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/s062pg
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/s062pg
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/s062pg
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/s062pg
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/8Vm658
https://www.flickr.com/gp/internationalschoolofpanama/8Vm658
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 High School 
 

 

Thank you to all HS students and parents for accepting the challenge 
to give just 2% more energy and effort. It was a very good semester 
academically, athletically, artistically, and behaviorally. We have 
students already receiving their university acceptances, won 
championships on the pitch and court, enjoyed a wonderful musical 
production, and saw more students coming to classes on time, and for 
all this we can give thanks. We are also confident that all of our senior 
student will hear positive news as we begin the new year. So we 

celebrate the success of the entire ISP community. 

 

Looking ahead, we will be returning and jump right into the 
registration process for 2017-18 school year. Meetings have been 
scheduled and information will come out over the holidays with specific 
dates and times. Second semester will come and go quickly, especially 
for the class of 2017, and we wish everyone a restful and healthy 

break so you are ready to begin the new semester. 
 

 

 

Eric Monson High School Principal emonson@isp.edu.pa 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
mailto:emonson@isp.edu.pa
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 Visual & Performing Arts 
 Adam Herzig, Visual and Performing Arts Director—aherzig@isp.edu.pa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

MUSICAL MADAGASCAR JR. ! 
Students in Grades 2-5 are invited to audition for 

the Elementary Musical, Madagascar, Jr.  Please click 

here to go to our website  so that you can view and 

download tracks and our audition packet.  

Break a leg!  

Middle School 

Stone Soup 

Thanks to everyone in the ISP community for helping make this a hugely successful semester for our students in 
the arts.  All of our student performers and creators were lucky to work with artists from around the city as well 
as play a more active role in the larger arts scene in Panama.  To all the students and families at ISP, we in the 
VAPA department would like to extend our warmest  holiday wishes and hope that everyone has a restful and 

happy break!  See you in January for anther arts packed semester! 

 

We are excited to announce auditions for the first ever 
ISP Middle School play! Stone Soup is a play based on the 
French folk tale of the same name.  

WHEN? Friday, January 20 at 
3:00pm in the Black Box Theatre up-

stairs in the PAC.  

Students must pick up an audition packet, read ALL of it 
carefully, and have their parents sign the contract. Con-
tracts need to be returned to the box at the rear entry-
way of the PAC, or brought to the audition. 

 

If you have any questions contact Mr. Bennett at dben-
nett@isp.edu.pa 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
mailto:aherzig@isp.edu.pa
http://www.isp.edu.pa/News#Madagascar
http://www.isp.edu.pa/News#Madagascar
mailto:dbennett@isp.edu.pa
mailto:dbennett@isp.edu.pa
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  Athletics: #GOISPDOLPHINS! 
Peter Smyth, Athletic Director—psmyth@isp.edu.pa  Peter Smyth, Athletic Director—psmyth@isp.edu.pa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is education based athletics? 

The term “education-based athletics/activities” has been used frequently to describe the U.S. model of incorporating 
sports and other activity programs within the high school setting. The opportunity to participate in sports as a part of a 

young person’s overall educational experience is a privilege that is not available in most countries. 

For a more in depth understanding of what education based athletics is and why ISP embraces it please read this 

article: 

Full article HERE 

  

The multisport athlete and why ISP endorses and is committed to this ideal. 

I have written before on the Athletic Departments philosophy on playing multiple sports throughout the year. I offer the 
following links for you to have a look at to get a sense of the current thinking out there. Bearing in mind that some of 
the biggest proponents of it are the NFL (National Football League), US Tennis Association (USTA) and National 

Collegiate Athletic Association). 

Changing the game in youth sports: John O'Sullivan at TEDxBend  

Early Sport Specialization is killing the health of our kids  

  

And here are some links to multisport athletes that were truly successful, including 3 sport Varsity athlete Jordan Spieth 

who won the US Open and Masters in the same year at the age of 21. 

Jordan Spieth   

Tommy Amaker on Playing Multiple Sports- Harvard Basketball coach  

Justin Lester - Olympic Athlete 

  

The sports season ahead. What should my child do? 

The simple answer is this. They should be doing something different to what they did last semester.  

There are a whole host of reasons why – far too many to list here and I encourage you to work your way through the 
following series of links above to better understand the need for our children to embrace being a multi-sport athlete 

rather than specializing too early. 

Semester 2 sports  

Categories/Divisions and Leagues for 2nd Semester SY2016-2017 

ISP we will be participating in the ADECOP league with the following sports and categories: 

* Soccer sub8 B&G 

* Soccer sub10 B&G 

* Soccer sub16 B&G 

* Soccer sub18 B&G 

* Basketball sub12 B&G 

* Basketball sub14 B&G 

* Flag Football for U18 girls 

* Swimming for all ages. Contact Coach Ivan Nozina for more information. nozina@gmail.com 

 

 

 
 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
mailto:dguevara@isp.edu.pa
mailto:dguevara@isp.edu.pa
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/defining-education-based-activity-programs/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_jWqEoMZHM
https://drjohnrusin.com/early-sport-specialization-is-killing-the-health-of-our-kids/
http://changingthegameproject.com/jordan-spieths-multi-sport-path-to-golf-stardom/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=882xcQfExvc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhS9U2EDgnk
mailto:nozina@gmail.com
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  Athletics: #GOISPDOLPHINS! 
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GYMNASTICS DEMONSTRATION DAY 

ISP Dolphins Spirit Squad 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Trampoline Class 

Tumbling Class 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
mailto:dguevara@isp.edu.pa
mailto:dguevara@isp.edu.pa
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  Athletics: #GOISPDOLPHINS! 
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THANK YOU! 

To all parents for being supportive with students and the coaching team. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please visit our Flickr albums for more pictures:  

SPORTS http://bit.ly/2htAO5K   

ARTS   http://bit.ly/2htDccQ  

STEM   http://bit.ly/2hwByVp 

WANT TO SEE WHAT THE AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVI-

TIES PROGRAM HAS TO OFFER FOR NEXT SEMESTER 

CHECK OUT THE BROCHURE CLICKING BELOW: 

https://issuu.com/internationalschoolofpanama/

docs/asa_program_-_january_2017 

 

 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
mailto:dguevara@isp.edu.pa
mailto:dguevara@isp.edu.pa
http://bit.ly/2htAO5K
http://bit.ly/2htDccQ
http://bit.ly/2hwByVp
https://issuu.com/internationalschoolofpanama/docs/asa_program_-_january_2017
https://issuu.com/internationalschoolofpanama/docs/asa_program_-_january_2017
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ISP Dolphins Swimming Club 

 

We initiated this season with a newly formed Swimming Club, introducing more practice time and 
simultaneous training of all age groups. The Coaching team has grown, many changes were 
introduced, and many yet need to come. The club participated in a Federation meet in Chitre in 
September. We won 3rd place on Copa 10-10 organized by Instituto Sun Yat Sen in October and won 
and lost a few dual meets in November and December. We are very excited about the sunny period to 
come and the challenging meets that await us. Training will be technique intensive, and our focus will 
be on building the team culture and identity. 

 

Join us! 

 

ISP is hosting AASCA Swimming meet in March 2017, and we need a big and strong team to represent 
the school. Swimmers 6th grade and up can compete in this meet. For the two months of the AASCA 
swimming season, membership will be covered by the school, free of charge for the students. Younger 
swimmers will continue building a solid foundation for the future, aiming the form for a big meet at the 
end of the season. Now is the time for all motivated swimmers-to-be to join us and help us make ISP 
history. 

 

Tryouts in 2017 

 

The tryouts for new swimmers will be held on January 16, 17 and 18. Apply your child for the tryouts via 
following link:  

Application 

We are looking for good swimmers, and especially inviting all our ex-swimmers to re-join. We will be 
recruiting a maximum of 20 swimmers, prioritizing:  

For Cadets program, Girls born in 2009 and Boys born in 2008.  

For Junior program, Girls and Boys born in 2006.  

For Sr. Junior program, Girls born in 2005 and older, Boys born in 2004 and older  

PLEASE BE ADVISED THE 
POOL WILL BE CLOSED   

DECEMBER 12– JANUARY 11 

SEE YOU NEXT SEMESTER 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
mailto:dguevara@isp.edu.pa
mailto:dguevara@isp.edu.pa
https://goo.gl/forms/1iCErgnA9R5FhU4C2%20
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Swimming Skills Clinic with  

Olympian Edgar Crespo  
Monday, December 19th, 9:00-12:00 

International School Of Panama. 

The Goal: To apply the skills learned 

at this clinic to improve our level of 

performance in our competitions. 

Register at: https://goo.gl/forms/iHuHwAQErv4reOFH3 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS FRIDAY DECEMBER 16th 

Three hour session. 

Learn  key skills: 4 competitive strokes, starts, 

turns and race strategies. 

Clinic fee: $0 per swimmer. 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
mailto:dguevara@isp.edu.pa
mailto:dguevara@isp.edu.pa
https://goo.gl/forms/iHuHwAQErv4reOFH3


ISP’s WEEKLY NEWSLETTER                #thereisnoplacelikeisp  www.isp.edu.pa  Issue 18

 PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPANISH & ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE PROGRAM FOR PARENTS 

SPANISH & ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE WORKSHOPS 

Every Wednesday 8-10am in the Performing Arts Center  Gallery 

 Support and personal contact for new ISP families to help them with their transition. 

 Conferences , Parent forums, trips and cultural events. 

 Language Conversation Groups guided by native speakers in English and Spanish. 

 Country representative liaisons to help make connections among PTA, Faculty, Staff and Families. 

 

Join us! 

Registrations 

pta@isp.edu.pa  

50762694472 Graciela Bareiro Skype: Graciela.bareiro1 

CHECK OUT THESE PICTURES FROM OUR TRIP TO THE BIOMUSEO! 

ISP PTA WELCOME COMMITTEE INVITE YOU TO ATTEND: 

WANT TO KNOW WHAT”S  COOKING AT THE ISP CAFETERIA CLICK THE LINK BELOW TO SEE  

MENU’S & NUTRITIONAL INFORMATION:  http://www.isp.edu.pa/Cafeteria 

 

FOR QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS PLEASE CONTACT:  ispcommunication@isp.edu.pa  

 

 

http://www.isp.edu.pa
http://www.isp.edu.pa/Cafeteria
http://www.isp.edu.pa/Calendar
mailto:ispcommunication@isp.edu.pa

