
 
 

 

International School of Panama 

Continuity of Instruction During a Crisis: Expectations for Student and Teacher 

 
 

In the event a school cancellation, all three divisions have agreed to the following points in order to minimize loss of 

instructional and classroom time.  ISP’s technology rich learning environment uniquely positions all students to 

continue learning even if unforeseen events prevent the school from meeting in the more conventional setting.  ISP 

students and faculty embrace the 21st century and the philosophy that learning is often done in a classroom without 

walls.  We are firmly committed as a community to ensure that learning happens on and off of campus at all times. 

 

Elementary School 

 

In the event of a cancellation, teachers will: 

 Work as a grade level team via email and/or phone communication to generate 0.5 – 2 hours of relevant 

learning activities in reading, writing, and/or mathematics.  Learning activities should reinforce skills students 

are developing in class.  Learning activities should be related to classroom learning targets and should be tasks 

students can complete independently without additional instruction. 

 Send a grade level communication to all parents outlining the learning activities by 10:00 am on the day of the 

cancellation. 

 Be available throughout the day for parents or students who pose questions via email.  A minimum expectation 

would be for the teacher to respond to email at three different times throughout the day. 

 

In the event of a cancellation, parents will: 

 Check their email between 10:00am and 11:00am on the day of school cancellation. 

 Communicate with the teacher via email if they have any questions about the assigned work. 

 Support their children in the completion of the learning activities. 

 

Middle and High School  

 

In the event of a cancellation, teachers will: 

 Notify and remind both parents and students through Canvas of the cancellation. 

 Clarify the expectations for any assignments that were due on that day, including providing alternative 

methods for submission through Canvas. 

 Provide the modified assignment and expectations for the day through Canvas, which can include reading, 

problem sets, practice tests, research-based inquiry that can be conducted off campus, or other relevant lesson 

plans that are meaningful and in-line with the curriculum and the day’s learning objectives. 

 Be available throughout the day for students who pose or post questions on Canvas that may need to be 

addressed.  A minimum expectation would be for the teacher to check in for on-line discussion or 

communication at 7:30am, 10:00am and 2:00pm. 

 Send a final communication on or around 7:00pm whereby the expectations for the following class are again 

clarified. 



 
 

 

 

In the event of a cancellation, students will: 

 Check their Canvas account no later than 7:30am for all classes that were scheduled to meet on that day. 

 Confirm with teachers the expectations for the day, the lesson and the learning objectives. 

 Communicate as needed with teachers throughout the day, fully expecting to hand in or upload any 

assignments that were due on the day of the cancellation or following. 


