
 
 

 
 
We will educate and inspire our students to reach their full potential and contribute to the world by providing an 
exemplary English language education enriched by our multicultural community. 
 

ISP Assessment Policy 
 

***************************************************************** 
Philosophy Statement 
Assessment is an integral part of the learning process. At ISP, the purpose of assessment is to improve 
student learning, inform teaching and provide data about student achievement of the learning 
outcomes in each subject area. 

 

Principles:  
Developmentally appropriate pre-assessments, as well as formative and summative assessments are in 
place at all grade levels to demonstrate what students know, understand and are able to do.  
 
Assessments are focused on the learning outcomes as documented in the curriculum to ensure that 
students are assessed fairly and consistently in accordance with the learning outcomes.  
 
Assessments are designed or selected to allow students a variety of ways to demonstrate learning, to 
accommodate the needs of diverse learners, and to provide a balanced view of each student.  
 
Assessments are designed with awareness to international mindedness and cultural respect. 
 
Assessments provide evidence of progress along a continuum of criteria that are clearly known and 
understood in advance.  
 
Assessments are mindful of our student body and are aligned with an admissions policy that ensures we 
admit students and families who are supportive of our larger mission statement and beliefs. 
 
Assessments promote reflection, open mindedness, caring, and balance, as general tools for students, 
teachers and parents. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Grading and Homework Practices:   
Core assessment practices relating to homework and grading for elementary, secondary, and for 
students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program are summarized below.  

 
Elementary (Pre-K-5) 
Homework: 
Homework at the Elementary level often acts as reinforcement of learning that is taking place in the 
classroom. It encourages exploration, creativity and responsibility.   Students in Kindergarten through 
fifth grade typically receive homework Monday through Thursday while students in fifth grade may have 
the occasional English or Spanish homework assigned over weekends. No homework will be given to 
students over vacations.    
 
Grading: 
Grades are reported in all subjects four times a year based on the following scale. 

  100 - 90 (5.0 - 4.5)   A+, A, A- Excellent 
  89 - 80 (4.4 - 4.0)    B+, B, B- Proficient 
  79 - 70 (3.9 - 3.5)    C+, C, C- Basic 
  69 - 60 (3.4 - 3.0)    D+, D, D- Unsatisfactory 
  59 - 40 (2.9 or less) F Failing 
  

           

Secondary (6-12) 
Homework: 
Homework is an important component of the learning experience since it will 
 

 Provide training for the student in planning and organizing time. 

 Help the student establish habits of study, concentration and self-discipline.  

 Afford the student the opportunity to test understanding of the material taught. 

 Allow the student to consolidate concepts learned, and practice skills. 

 Foster independent learning and challenge the student to explore. 

 Demonstrate to parents what is being taught in the classroom and the progress being made by 
their children.  

 
Grading: 
The school year is divided into two semesters consisting of two quarters (or bimesters) each.  The 
quarter is approximately nine weeks in length.  Semester grades will be based upon grades for the two 
quarters (each 40% of the semester grade) plus the grade earned on the semester final exam (20% of 
the semester grade for students in grades 9 – 12).  Teachers may choose to assign alternative 



 
 
assessments that exhibit the student’s understanding of the subject through a comprehensive 
cumulative project or presentation.  IB courses follow grading procedures as outlined by the 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ISP students earn grades and in the High School grade point average (GPA) according to the chart below:  
 

The International School of Panama 

GRADING SYSTEM 
(Conversion of Percentages to Letter Grades to 

Grade Point Average - GPA) 
 

Percent Letter GPA Weighting for IB 
Courses 

98-100             A+ 4.4 5.4 

93-97             A 4.0 5.0 

90-92             A- 3.7 4.7 

87-89             B+ 3.4 4.4 

83-86             B 3.0 4.0 

80-82             B- 2.7 3.7 

77-79             C+ 2.4 3.4 

73-76             C 2.0 3.0 

70-72             C- 1.7 2.7 

67-69             D+ 1.4  

63-66             D 1.0  

60-62             D- .7  

59 & Below 
 

            F 0  

 

Recuperation / Make-Up of a Failed Course:  
When a student earns a grade of F for the semester, the student is required to sign a Recuperation 
Contract, and given another opportunity to earn a passing grade, thus receiving course credit.  The 
subject teacher will give necessary assignments that need to be completed satisfactorily (before the 
beginning of the next semester). The student will then need to re-take a Final Exam at the beginning of 
the next semester, on the date specified. If the student fulfills the contract terms, and achieves a passing 
grade on the exam, the teacher signs the completion agreement and a recuperation grade of 60 (or D-) 
will be posted on the report card and in official school records. Course credit is earned.  If the student 
continues to fail in the next academic semester, enrollment at ISP will be jeopardized.  
 



 
 

International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IBDP) 
Homework: 
IB Diploma Candidate teachers root their assessment practice in authentic IB tasks, which include 
internal and external assessments along with mock exams.  Homework is an integral component of the 
learning environment since the data collected from these tasks informs day-to-day instruction in the 
diploma program course.   A calendar of internal/external IB assessments is published yearly to ensure a 
balance in the students’ workload.  All work submitted must be authentic and adhere to the guidelines 
established in ISP’s academic honesty policy. 
 
Grading: 
Grading practices follow those outlined above with the exception of the second semester of students’ 
senior year.  The senior year concludes earlier than the school year for all other students, due to the IB 
examination period that marks the end of course work.   Seniors in IB classes take a “Mock” or practice 
IB examination approximately three weeks prior to the IB examination period.  This Mock Exam, along 
with other final assessment projects, counts as the 20% final exam grade on the report card.   
 
The 4th quarter is generally a period of review for the IB examinations, or final exams for non-IB classes, 
and grades for the quarter come from a series of key summative assessment tasks.   
 
Predicted IB Grades: 
The predicted IB grades report is a forecast of what the IB student is expected to earn upon completion 
of the IB exams in May of senior year.   These grades are based on the cumulative assessments 
completed by the students as of the report date.   It is important to note that predicted IB grades for 
individual IB subjects may vary by 1-2 points from the actual score.  Some universities request them as 
part of the application process while IBO uses them as part of the grading process.  It is the policy of ISP 
not to divulge the predicted IB grades for individual IB subjects to students and their parents.  However, 
the cumulative predicted IB grade score will be available upon request.   
 

Special Education & Assessment 
Students with identified learning needs may receive modified internal assessments as outlined by their 
Individual Educational Plan.  ISP is a fully inclusive environmental and works to ensure that all students 
access the regular curriculum.  Resource teachers coordinate with classroom teachers to support 
implementation of any required modifications or accommodations.  This is also true for students 
receiving English Language Support.  IB Students with documented special educational needs receive 
appropriate accommodations on external assessments. 
 

External Assessment Practices 
External Assessments are central to teaching and learning at ISP.  The following standardized 
assessments are administered:  MAP, Explore, PSAT, SAT, ACT, and IB Exams.  Results are communicated 
to parents and examined by staff to inform classroom instruction as well as continuous improvement.  



 
 
Externally benchmarked assessments provide the ISP community an opportunity to measure student 
achievement and growth against internationally recognized standards.  Results are analyzed and 
reported twice a year and used for the purposes of program evaluation. 
 

Roles and Responsibilities for Implementing, Evaluating and Reviewing 
Assessment Policy: 
At all three divisions, a primary role of principals, curriculum director, IB coordinator, heads of 
department and selected team leaders is to ensure the effective implementation of the assessment 
policies described within this document.  Committees address these and other relevant matters multiple 
times throughout the year.  Data from multiple sources and exams --- in house and external --- inform 
what our staff does on a daily basis.  Review is on-going given how critical a component assessment is to 
the teaching and learning process.   


