
Financial Aid & Other 

Resources 
Financial Aid Tips 

1.    Start Early:  Know what the college wants and when they want it. 

2.    Keep Copies:  Copy everything you send out.  Make a binder and organize all of your 

information. 

3.    Check Back:  Be sure what you sent is received. 

4.    Communicate:  If you have circumstances that will not be clear in your application or 
FAFSA, be sure to tell the financial aid office. 

5.    Gather Information:  When you are a campus visiting stop by the Financial Aid Office and 
ask about how the college determines their aid packages. 

6.    Rely on Yourself:  This is your future and it is up to you to research and keep track of all 
possibilities and requirements.  Someone else's experience may not be the same as yours. 

7.    Beware:  If it sounds too good to be true; it probably is.  If you suspect something may not 

be on the up and up check with the college financial aid office or your high school 
counseling office.  

8.    Be Early for Everything.  Life is full of surprises and time will be your best friend.  Do not 
shoot for the deadline.  Aim to be at least a week early. 

Warnings 

-      You should never be asked for payment for a scholarship. 
-      Unsolicited Forms Addressed to "The Parents of..." 
-      Do not wait for admission to ask about financial aid, because you may miss critical 

deadlines by doing so. 
-      Receiving Financial Aid is not a stigma.  Do not ever be embarrassed to ask about it. 

-      Do not hire someone to do what you can do for free. 

Financial Aid Forms 

FAFSA 

Attention parents of seniors applying for financial aid for college: FAFSA deadlines are 

typically in February.  Please be sure that you have completed the FAFSA application well 

within the application deadlines.  Check with the colleges your student is applying to in 



order to find out exactly what their individual deadline is. You can submit an initial 

estimate, as long as you state your tax return "will be filed". 

FAFSA (FREE Application for Federal Student Aid) is Free! The official website 

is www.fafsa.ed.gov. You do not need to pay for the FAFSA- it's completely free. 

CSS Financial Profile 

Some schools require a CSS Financial aid profile.  It is managed by the 
College Board.  The College Board collects a fee to process the CSS/Financial 

Aid PROFILE. You only need to submit a CCS Financial Aid PROFILE if the 
college or scholarship program you are applying to instructs you to do so.  

For more information please go to https://student.collegeboard.org/css-
financial-aid-profile 

Hope Scholarship 

HOPE - Helping Outstanding Pupils Educationally - is Georgia's unique scholarship and 

grant program that rewards students with financial assistance in degree, diploma, and 

certificate programs at eligible public and private colleges and universities and public 

technical colleges in Georgia. 

HOPE is funded entirely by the Georgia Lottery for Education. Since the HOPE Program 

began in 1993, over $6.4 billion in HOPE funds have been awarded to more than 1.5 million 

students attending Georgia's colleges, universities, and technical colleges. You can benefit 

from HOPE in several ways: 

HOPE Scholarship 

Zell Miller Scholarship 

HOPE Grant and Zell Miller Grant 

For more information on the HOPE program please follow this 

link:https://www.gacollege411.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/HOPE_Program/_default.aspx 
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