
Weather Related Late Starts and School Closures 

Dear parents and community members, 

We are entering the time of year where decisions have to be made about starting school late or 

cancelling all together based on weather.  Our primary concern will always be student safety.  We want 

the students in our district to be able to arrive at school safely and return home again.  We also are 

required to make sure students attend school 180 days each year.   Any missed days must be made up. 

Cancelling school or starting late is a very serious decision.   

When it is predicted that the weather may turn bad, the superintendent and the bus garage work 

together to make sure the roads are safe.  I get up at 4:30 and drive the roads.  I talk to the bus garage.   

They have drivers living in all areas of the district and they contact those drivers to make sure the roads 

are safe.  Upon returning home, I watch the news for weather forecasts and to see what the districts 

around us are doing.   Tenino covers a large area so not only is it important to know what Tumwater and 

Olympia are doing, but also Rainier and Rochester.  Tumwater, Olympia and North Thurston are much 

closer to the water.   A decision has to be made between 5:30 and 6:00 for the day.  Not only does this 

decision affect students, but our employees who have to drive to work.   

As an example, on December 14, 2009, the above procedures were followed.  I had no indication of 

slippery roads at that time.  (Including the Offut Lake area).  Unfortunately weather is an unpredictable 

thing.  I came to work at 6:45 and had no problem coming up Chain Hill.  However the early morning 

cold did ice up some of the standing water on the side streets.  We had a couple of busses pull over until 

they felt it was safe to continue their routes.  There was no bus accident on this morning.  Some 

students were late arriving at school and we adjusted.   

We also have to give careful consideration if it is ever necessary to close schools early.  Many of our 

students have working parents and closing school early would mean possibly sending students home to 

empty houses.  Also, if a bus is unable to finish a route due to weather, we have no way of contacting all 

the parents on that route.  It would be safest if you have any concerns about weather delays to check on 

your children often while they are waiting at the bus stop.   

Both First Student and the Tenino School District want your children at school each day, on time.  

Weather, however, is extremely unpredictable and we appreciate your patience as we make this 

decision each day. 

 

 


