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Ruth Fisher School is part of our planet, our earth, our desert, our Tonopah 

community environment and the colors of the school—Blue, Orange, Gray, Green, 

Yellow, & Black—were chosen by the architects to reflect the palette of the desert 

and our surrounding community—themes of sky, sun, mountains, plants, earth. 

 

Blue—the big blue sky of Tonopah country, the color that surrounds us almost 

every day. 

 

Orange—The color of the sky at sunset out here in Tonopah country and the color 

of the sun itself at dusk, a color seen in some of our desert earth tones as well. 

 

Gray—Mountains at dawn and dusk.  The colors of many desert plants including 

the everywhere present Brittle Bush.  The color of the sky during our infrequent 

monsoons. Also the color seen by our architect as he traveled around the 

community and explored some of the ruins of old homesteads as they faded into 

gray returning to their original nature.  Also the neutral part of the spectrum that 

allows the other colors to shine and provides a foil against which the other colors 

stand out. 

 

Green—nature’s great color, even in our desert where many of our desert plants 

are green such as the creosote bush as well as the bark and leaves of the palo verde, 

and the leaves of the mesquite tree.  One of our school’s adopted colors. 

 

Yellow—the color of the sun, the color of much of the desert earth, the color of 

many desert blooms like brittlebush, desert marigolds, and the mesquites and palo 

verde trees in bloom.  Our other adopted school color.  The Ruth Fisher Green and 

Yellow. 

 

Finally, the Black accents.  They were pulled that from the nearly black volcanic 

rocks that define a number of the nearby hills. 

 

So  . . . .  sky, sun, mountains, plants, earth, rock —our school makes its home 

among them, takes its colors from them, finds its place in them, just as our students 

will grow, learn and be nurtured here before finding their place under the sun, on 

the earth, and among us. 


