
Senior Paper Rubric 

Description 5 Exceptional 4 Skilled 3 Proficient 2 Developing 1 Inadequate 
Claim: 
 
The text introduces a 
clear, arguable claim 
(THESIS IN 
INTRODUCTION) that 
can be supported by 
reasons and evidence. 

The text introduces 
a compelling claim 
that is arguable and 
skillfully integrates 
a clearly stated 
issue with the time 
period and the 
novel and takes a 
purposeful stance 
on the issue. 

The text introduces a 
precise claim that is 
clearly arguable and 
integrates an issue 
with the time period 
and the novel, and 
takes a stance on the 
issue. 

The text 
introduces a claim 
that is arguable, 
integrates an issue 
with the time 
period and the 
novel, and takes a 
stance on the issue.  

The text contains an 
unclear or emerging 
claim that suggests a 
vague position.  The 
issue is unclearly 
integrated with the 
time period and the 
novel, and the stance 
is unclear. 

The text contains an 
unidentifiable claim 
or vague position.  
No integration of 
issue with the time 
period and the novel, 
and no stance is 
taken. 

Evidence: 
 
The text provides 
sufficient data and 
evidence to back up 
the claim. 

The text provides 
convincing and 
relevant data and 
evidence to back up 
the claim. 

The text provides 
sufficient and 
relevant data and 
evidence to back up 
the claim. 

The text provides 
sufficient data and 
evidence to back 
up the claim. 

The text provides 
data and evidence 
that attempts to 
back up the claim. 

The text contains 
limited data and 
evidence related to 
the claim. 

Warrant: 
 
The warrant supports 
the argument and 
links the evidence to 
the claim. 

The warrant 
strengthens the 
claim and evidence.  
The text 
strategically 
explains the 
relationships 
between the claim 
and evidence. 

The warrant 
effectively reinforces 
the claim and 
evidence. The text 
skillfully identifies 
the relationships 
between the claim 
and evidence. 

The warrant ties to 
the claim and the 
evidence. The text 
connects the claim 
and evidence with 
proper phrases 
and clauses. 

The warrant merely 
restates the claim.  
The text attempts to 
connect the claim 
and evidence with 
limited phrases and 
clauses. 

The text lacks a 
warrant. The text 
does not connect the 
claim and the 
evidence. 

Style and 
Conventions: 
 

The text presents a 
formal, objective tone 
that demonstrates 
standard English 
conventions along 
with MLA-specific 
requirements. 
 

The text presents 
and engaging, 
formal and objective 
tone.  The text 
begins with a 
creative, strong 
introduction and a 
satisfying 
conclusion. 
 
The text 
intentionally uses 
standard English 
conventions along 
with MLA-specific 
requirements. 
 
The text skillfully 
transitions between 
one section of the 
paper to the next. 

The text presents an 
appropriate and 
formal, objective 
tone.  The text begins 
with a strong 
introduction and a 
satisfying conclusion 
 
 
 
The text 
demonstrates 
standard English 
conventions with 
MLA-specific 
requirements. 
 
The text skillfully 
transitions between 
one section of the 
paper to the next. 

The text presents a 
formal, objective 
tone.  The text 
begins with a 
satisfactory 
introduction and 
ends with a weak 
conclusion. 
 
 
The text 
demonstrates 
standard English 
conventions along 
with MLA-specific 
requirements. 
 
The text contains 
transitions 
between the 
sections. 

The text illustrates a 
limited awareness of 
formal tone.  The 
text begins with a 
weak introduction 
and weak 
conclusion. 
 
 
The text 
demonstrates some 
accuracy in standard 
English conventions, 
but lacks MLA-
specific 
requirements. 
 
 
No transitions are 
present. 

The text illustrates a 
limited awareness or 
inconsistent tone.  
No introduction or 
conclusion are 
present. 
 
 
The text illustrates 
inaccuracy in 
standard English 
conventions and 
lacks MLA-specific 
requirements. 
 
 
 
No transitions are 
present. 

Sources 
 
The text contains at 
least 20 (8 history, 8 
author, 4 literary) 
relevant in-text 
citations from the 
primary literary 
source. 

The text presents at 
least 20 relevant in-
text citations from 8 
reliable sources. 

The text presents 17-
19 in-text citations 
from 7-8 reliable 
sources. 

The text presents 
14-16 in-text 
citations from 5-6 
reliable sources. 

The text presents 
11-13 in-text 
citations from 3-4 
reliable sources. 

The text presents 10 
or fewer in-text 
citations from fewer 
than 2 reliable 
sources. 

Works Cited Page Works cited page 
contains few if any 
errors in MLA 
format. 

Works cited page 
contains few errors 
in MLA format. 

Works cited page 
contains several 
minor errors in 
MLA format.  

Works cited page 
contains significant 
errors in MLA 
format. 

Works cited page 
does not exist, is 
incomplete, or 
contains severe 
errors in MLA 
format. 

                                                          5 Exceptional 90-100%      4 Skilled 80-89%               3 Proficient 70-79%       2 Developing 60-69%     1 Inadequate 0-59%  


