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Gathered by Grace, 
Growing in Faith



We           strive to build a community of faith by 
helping our students encounter Christ 
in their communal and spiritual lives. 

One of my roles at the center is to help develop a culture 
of discernment. A community that prayerfully learns to 
discern together, grows together. One of the ways that  
we develop this skill of discernment is through the  
retreat program. 
This past August, in the days leading to the start of the 
school year, we offered a New Student Retreat at the USC 
Caruso Catholic Center, designed specifically for incoming 
students. These first few weeks for any incoming student 
can be an overwhelming experience; however, the vision 
of the overnight retreat is meant to ease the transition and 
help strengthen the bonds of community from the outset. 
While the retreatants were introduced to student leaders 
and Campus Ministry staff, they learned about the many 
programs that the Catholic Center has to offer, and even 
had the opportunity to do service at LA Works, a local 

non-profit organization. Along with the great activities, we 
spent time together in reflection and prayer through praise 
and worship music, Mass and Adoration, and even at Santa 
Monica Beach!

The Catholic Center also hosted a Fall Undergraduate 
Retreat held in late September at the beautiful Lazy 
W. Ranch in San Juan Capistrano. 47 students, student 
leaders, FOCUS 
Missionaries and staff 
learned how to be a 
Light to the Nations 
in this Olympic-
themed retreat. 
Presentations covered 
relevant topics on 

perseverance, teamwork, vulnerability 
and how to live our lives as a light to 
others. Great dialogue resulted in small 
group sharing, providing spiritual 
renewal and opportunities to connect 
everyday lived experiences as young 
adults to God’s call and healing grace. 
Being new to this community, I am 
taken aback by the authentic search 

for Christ’s unconditional love. In conversation after 
conversation throughout this weekend, I was amazed at 
how Christ is at work in these students and I feel blessed to 
be able to accompany them on their journey.  

Encountering Christ: Creating a Culture of Discernment
BY SR. JENNY ZIMMERMAN, CAMPUS MINISTER OF SPIRITUAL LIFE

I pray this message finds you in the best of health and in the 
friendship of the Holy Spirit.

Since arriving at Our Savior Parish & USC Caruso Catholic 
Center, I have been warmly welcomed by both the parish 
and university communities, as well as the members of our 
wonderful board. What has impressed me the most is the 
active love and interest of our Trojan family to grow in faith 
together. Indeed, this is our GIFT.

The exchanging of gifts during the holiday 
season is a beautiful ritual that represents 
a deeper desire to connect—our yearning 
to remain intimately connected to those we 
love, and to share with those who lack in 
either material goods, or a community to 
call home. In essence, to generously give 
what we have so generously received.

During the summer before I officially arrived, 
the staff and I gathered together to renew 
the mission of our community. The two-day 
session led by our COO, Mr. Jamie Cappetta, 
empowered us to refine our pastoral purpose to three simple 
and interrelated statements: 

Encounter Christ. Transform Hearts.  
Make A Difference.

There are two words that bring our purpose into greater 
focus: Welcome & Wanted. Here, all are welcome. It bears 
repeating: ALL ARE WELCOME! When you feel welcomed, as 
I have, it calms the nervous spirit and makes us feel like we 
simply belong. If you are new to our community, as I am, I want 
to personally welcome you to Our Savior Parish & USC Caruso 
Catholic Center. Are you a student or faculty member, rich or 
poor, employed or underemployed? Are you a theologian or 
just a seeker, a person who has it all figured out or a complete 
mess? Are you gay or straight, republican, democrat, third 
party, or nonparty? Are you conservative or progressive, Coke 
or Pepsi, a dog or a cat person? Wherever you are in life’s 

journey, know that you are most welcome here.

And not just welcome, but we want you here.

We want you to encounter Christ. When we encounter Him, 
we see perhaps for the very first time, the face of authentic 
love and mercy. We discover our own purpose for which we 
have been wonderfully made. It is through this encounter 
that we fall in love with the God, who, for many, might have 
been relegated to an unfamiliar and distant relative. Once 

we fall in love with Christ, our hearts 
are fundamentally transformed. We are 
transformed from sinners to saints, from 
non-belief to faith, from persecutor to 
apostle, and from darkness into light. Recall 
the words from Matthew’s Gospel: “…with 
God all things are possible.” As we commit 
to that, it’s amazing how our lives can 
give glory to God. We can never outdo the 
generosity of our good and gracious Father.

When we generously receive, we must 
generously give. We are the message of His 

charity and mercy. When that message is shared with those 
who need it most, we are making a difference in the world. Do 
we not have a burning desire to make a difference? I believe we 
do—all of us.

Friends, may you be welcomed with the knowledge that you 
are also very much wanted here. 

Encounter Christ. Transform Hearts. Make A Difference. I 
cannot think of a better way to begin. Adelante!

Wishing you and your family every blessing of God and every 
good gift, I am

Sincerely Yours in Christ,

 

Fr. Richard Sunwoo, Pastor

Cover: Community of faith gathered in front of the church to pray a blessing over Fr. Richard Sunwoo at his first Mass as the new administrator.
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Dear Catholic Trojan Family in Christ,

“The retreat helped me experience what 
true joy is for the first time. I signed up for 
it expecting to make a few friends. I came 
away with more than that—a community 
of people who care about me as well as a 
deep love for Christ.”- Grant Barker, USC Sophomore



Transforming 
Hearts: Art  
& Spirituality
BY ANTHONY HEIM, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR OF CAMPUS MINISTRY

Pope Francis has said that the creative arts reflect 
the quest for the supreme beauty found in God. 
Now in our second year of presenting rotating 
art exhibitions, we invite all Catholic Trojans to 
visually and emotionally interact with art and be 
transformed. By exposing students to great artists 
and their work, they gain a greater appreciation 
for the power of art to teach, inspire, challenge, 
provoke, and engage viewers in a spiritually rich and 
powerful way. This fall participating artists include 
Gayle Garner Roski and John Nava.
Gayle Garner Roski’s series entitled Los Angeles 
Millennium 2000 – 2020, which was on view from 
August 16 – October 16, 2016 included twenty-
three paintings inspired by her native city: “I 
created this series to celebrate the city in the new 
millennium,” said Roski, who plans to expand on 
the theme over the next three years. An alumna of 

the USC art school which now bears her name, Roski has recently designed the 
Rose Window for Our Savior Church currently in fabrication at Judson Studios, 
Los Angeles. Her exhibition, organized by the USC Caruso Catholic Center, 

was co-sponsored by the USC Roski School of Art and Design, and USC Roski 
Eye Institute.
On view now until January 13, 2017 is John Nava’s Studio Wall. The exhibit 
features a variety of original works, including paintings and tapestries, installed 
in a manner meant to invoke a visit to the artist’s studio. Famous for his large-
scale tapestries at the Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels in downtown Los 
Angeles, the artist’s tapestries can also be found on USC’s campus at the USC 
Tutor Campus Center, as well as Our Savior Church.
Art is beautiful because it can be powerful and full of truth. St. John Paul II 
reminds us, “In order to communicate the message entrusted to her by Christ, the 
Church needs art. Art must make perceptible, and as far as possible attractive, 
the world of the spirit, of the invisible, of God.” 
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Above: John Nava. Virgin and Child, 2016, Jacquard Tapestry, 98 x 94 inches
Below: Gayle Garner Roski. Celebration, Watercolor on paper, 23.5 x 40.5 inches

From Left: (E-board) Daniel Rangel-Santos, Pilar Ferguson, Jose Ricardo Moreno, Julie Balla, Christian Edwards, Clarissa James, Javier Lugo and Angela Villamizar

The USC Caruso Catholic Center is forming future 
leaders who will make a difference in our society, in our 
Church and in our world. Our responsibility is to develop 
their leadership skills, and help them 
discern their talents so they can 
follow their vocational passions and 
‘set the world on fire.’ 
One way that we form Catholic 
leaders is through our Student 
Executive Board (E-board). The 
E-board, comprised of eight 
students, is a new model for Catholic 
Campus Ministry leadership. They 
are trained throughout the year in 
how to recognize, fine-tune and 
expand their personal leadership 
skills for the service of the greater community. These 
students are responsible for creating the vision for the 
Catholic Center’s ministries like retreat programs, social 
justice initiatives, and liturgy coordination. Through 
working one-on-one with a campus minister, students 

learn about the practical side of ministry—managing 
programs, creating and following a budget, and creating 
and facilitating committees—and ultimately, as spiritual 

entrepreneurs, help other students 
grow closer to Christ.

Another way that we form Catholic 
leaders is through a program called 
ESTEEM (Engaging Students To 
Enliven the Ecclesial Mission). The 
ESTEEM program identifies young 
adults to be trained and supported in 
the call to use their gifts in service to 

the Church. This program is designed to work with seniors 
preparing to be leaders in young adult ministry in parishes 
across the country after they graduate.
Pray for our students as they continue to grow and make a 
difference in our world!  

“All great art is a visual form of prayer.” 
- Sister Wendy Beckett

Making a Difference: 
Developing Catholic Leaders
BY ROSIE SHAWVER, DIRECTOR OF CAMPUS MINISTRY

From Left: (ESTEEM) Adrian Mendoza, Briahna Hendey,  
Fernanda Velazco, Rosie Shawver, Angela Reyes, Arvin 
Dicioco, and Stephanie Moran

“ Be who God meant you to be and 
you will set the world on fire.”   
- St. Catherine of Siena



It is a great joy as a FOCUS missionary to have 
the opportunity to be an integral part of transforming 
student’s hearts here on campus. It truly is a gift from 
God, on many levels, that five young college graduates can 
dedicate themselves full time to building up young lives 
for the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Practically speaking, 
there are three 
main ways in 
which we try 
to achieve 
this.
The first is 
by leading 
and co-
leading 
small 
group Bible 
Studies. 
It is within 
this context 
that we create 
an environment for 
students to experience 
intimate fellowship 
and an encounter with 
Christ through the 
Word. We strive to ‘open’ 
scripture up to make it as 
applicable and relatable 
as possible. It’s become 
clear that students are 
deeply thirsting to know 
their faith. For example, I am currently leading a graduate 
student Bible Study on the Gospel of Matthew. On the 
first week of study, a student asked me what materials I was 
using and proceeded to take note of the title of the book, 
immediately purchased it online, and then arrived the 
following week with it in hand. This is one small example 
of how engaged students are with our faith sharing 
groups, and thirsting to know Christ more fully. There 
are currently over fifteen small group studies on campus, 

each catering to different affinity groups and school year. 
Themes include: Christ-like leadership, Salvation History, 
Acts of the Apostle as well as studies specifically designed 
for athletes and students involved in Greek life.
The second way in which we engage with students is 

through intentional one-on-
one discipleship. In this 

one hour per week, 
the “discipler” 

explores the 
spiritual 
life of the 
student. 
We figure 
out what 
struggles 
each 

student is 
facing and 

set up goals 
that allow for 

spiritual progress. 
Slowly through 

time, it is beautiful 
to see the Lord radically 

transforming young hearts.
Finally, this year the missionaries 

have embarked on a campaign to 
bring as many USC students as possible 

to FOCUS’ national conference, SEEK 
2017 in San Antonio, Texas. SEEK, a five-day 

national conference that attracts over 10,000 college 
students, is an opportunity to encounter Christ and 

radically transform hearts. Bringing top Catholic speakers 
on all range of topics, students are able to deepen their 
understanding of their faith and have a life-defining 
encounter with God. We are excited to see how SEEK will 
reinvigorate the Catholic community here at USC.
Great things are happening at the Catholic Center! Please 
continue to offer up your prayers that the Lord may use 
FOCUS to transform as many hearts as possible. 
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Christmas Comes Early:  

The Catholic Center Receives 
a $1 Million Gift
BY KATHLEEN HURTT, VICE PRESIDENT OF ADVANCEMENT

As we conclude Thankful Trojan Month and 
prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of our 
Savior this Advent season, the Catholic community at Our 
Savior Parish and USC Caruso Catholic Center have much 
to be grateful for including the most recent commitment 
of one million dollars for the completion of the Marian 
Chapel, a small devotional room within the Church that 
will be dedicated to Our Lady.
“From the first time I stepped into the church I felt like it 
was a very special place of Catholic worship,” shared the 
parent benefactor who wishes to remain anonymous. “I 
hope the Chapel can be a place where students and others 
can go for peaceful reflection on their lives, their faith in 
God and the role God plays in everything we do.”
The Marian Chapel is one of the last projects awaiting 
completion since the Center concluded its 10-year, $36 
million campaign in 2012. The beautiful new space 
joins together old-world, European architecture with a 
contemporary, American style that is meant to offer the 
beauty of yesteryear with the post-Vatican II emphasis on 
“full and active participation” of the laity. 
“I am grateful to be able to call this my new home,” shared 
Fr. Richard Sunwoo, Our Savior’s new administrator. “My 
greatest hope is for students to encounter Christ, experience 
His merciful love, and make a lasting difference in our world.”

Symbolically, Our Lady of Mercy is the theme for the 
Marian Chapel because it is God’s unconditional mercy 
that is at the core of our faith. As students enter the Marian 
Chapel carrying their burdens, their anxieties and their 
doubts, we hope they leave knowing the healing, loving 
and gentle embrace of our Mother Mary. Our prayer is that 
Mary’s Fiat, her yes to God, becomes an inspiration and 
example for our students own spiritual Fiat.
Embarking on a project of this magnitude sends a powerful 
message about the importance of faith in one’s life. In a 
lifetime, few are afforded the opportunity to leave such 
a profound symbol of love for their children and their 
children’s children. 
“A million dollars is a significant gift for me. I have never 
done something of this magnitude but it serves as a lasting 
tribute to the importance of my son’s and my Catholic 
faith, and my ties to the University,” shared our generous 

benefactor. “I hope it is a place  
of great peace for years and years  
to come."
As an organization solely funded 
by generous benefactors, this 
gift allows us to reach even more 
young adults who are yearning for 
greater purpose in life. If you are 
interested in discussing how you 
can support Catholic life at USC, 
please contact Kathleen Hurtt 
at khurtt@catholictrojan.org or 
213.516.3977. Every gift, no matter 
the size, is significant if it is given 
from the heart. 

Marian Chapel

Marian Chapel

For the Kingdom of Heaven  
A  S TO RY  BY  A  F O C U S  M I S S I O N A RY

2016-
2017 
FOCUS 
Missionary 
Team from Left: 
Timothy Wolf Barham, 
Brie Sanford, AnnMarie Healy, 
Nicole Manalo, and Carlos Garcia

BY CARLOS GARCIA, TEAM DIRECTOR FOCUS



Stay Connected with the 
USC Caruso Catholic Center

Connect with us online to see the latest Campus Ministry events:         Facebook.com/USCCarusoCatholicCenter          @catholic_trojan          @catholic_trojan

Pastor 
Fr. Richard Sunwoo
Sunday Mass 
Sundays at 10:30 am, 5:30 pm, 9 pm
Daily Mass 
Monday through Friday at 12:10 pm  
and 5:30 pm
Confessions 
Monday through Friday 4:30–5:30 pm  
and 6:00–6:30 pm
Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday through Friday 4:30 pm–5:30 pm
For more information, please email: info@catholictrojan.org  
or call: 213.516.3959

W W W.CAT HOLIC TROJA N.ORG

Holy Week at the Catholic Center
Join the USC Catholic community for Holy Week. Masses and events will 
include Palm Sunday 4/9 10:30 am, 5:30 pm & 9 pm; Holy Thursday Mass 
4/13 8 pm; Good Friday Service 4/14 8 pm; Easter Vigil Mass 4/15 8 pm 
with reception at 11 pm; Easter Sunday Mass 4/16 8:30 am & 11 am.

844 west thirty second street  
los angeles, california 90007 
t 213.516.3959  
info@catholictrojan.org  
catholictrojan.org
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Spring 2017 SAVE THE DATE

Honorary Board 
Ed Roski, Jr ‘62

Advisory Board 
Joseph Boskovich, Sr. ‘75 ‘77 
Rick Caruso ‘80 
James Childs, Jr. ‘61 
Thomas Condon 
Jacqueline Connor ‘73 ‘76 
Michael Felix ‘83 
William Marsh ‘94 

Kathleen McCarthy Kostlan‘57 
Dr. Julie Miller ‘69 ‘71 
Dr. Willa Olsen ‘58 ‘62 
Patrick Pascal ‘06 
Mary Stump 

Ex Officio Members 
The Most Reverend Edward Clark 
The Most Reverend Jose Gomez 
Reverend Richard Sunwoo


