
Special Education 
According to Federal and State Regulations, school districts must have a system to locate and identify all students 
within the district who are thought to be eligible for and in need of special education services.  School district’s 
responsibilities include:  

 Conducting awareness activities to inform the public of its early intervention and special education 
services and programs and how to request these services and programs 

 Providing annual public notification, published or announced in newspapers or other 
media, or both, with circulation adequate to notify parents throughout the school 
district, of child identification activities and of the procedures followed to ensure 
confidentiality of information pertaining to students with disabilities or eligible young 
children. 

In short, school districts are responsible for finding children who may be eligible and in need of 
additional educational services 
 
The Ridgway Area School District conducts ongoing identification activities as part of its school 
program for the purpose of identifying students who may be in need of special education and 
related services (eligible students).  The School District, prior to any referral of a student for 
evaluation, utilizes one or more of the following methods to identify possible exceptional school 
age persons:  
 Participation in the Intermediate Unit Child Find system or hotline service. 
 Analysis of school district assessments and state assessment results. 
 Parent or guardian initiated referral. 
 Referrals to and from other public and private agencies.  This includes referrals from 

the warden of the Elk County Prison. 
 School district staff initiated referral 

If the district identifies your child as possibly in need of a formal evaluation, parents/guardians 
will be notified of applicable procedures.  The procedures used by the district will be in 
compliance with state and federal law.  Informed consent is required.  
 
Child Find Procedures – Birth to School-Aged 
Evaluation processes are available at no cost to parents who believe their infant, toddler, or 
young child (age 3 to school age) may have a developmental delay, and thus, be in need of 
early intervention services.  Parents may request an evaluation at any time, whether or not their 
child is enrolled in the District’s public school program.  
  
Developmental delays can occur in one or more of the following areas: physical development, 
adaptive development (self-help skills); communication (language and/or speech) development; 
cognitive development or social and emotional development.  Potential signs of developmental 
delays include, but are not limited to: 
 Physical delays including gross motor delays, (sitting, crawling, standing and/or 

walking; motor clumsiness, difficulty changing positions or maintaining balance); 
problems seeing objects/people or hearing sounds/voices.  

 Fine motor skills, including use of hands to eat, draw, write, play, and do other tasks 
 Language delays, such as late in talking, difficulty pronouncing sounds in isolation or 

in words; difficulty communicating with others or understanding what others are 
saying; 

 Cognitive skills, which include difficulty thinking, learning, understanding, problem 
solving, reasoning, and remembering. 

 Social skills delays, such as interacting with others, having relationships with family, 
friends, and teachers, cooperating, and responding to the feelings of others. 



Other risks factors that could indicate possible disabilities include: 
 Brain injury or infection before, during, or after birth 
 Growth or nutrition problems 
 Abnormalities of chromosomes and genes 
 Babies born long before the expected birth date – also referred to as extreme 

prematurity 
 Poor diet and health care 
 Drug misuse during pregnancy, including alcohol intake and smoking 
 Child abuse can also have a severe effect on the development of a child, specifically 

social-emotional development. 
Requests for an evaluation are to be made in writing to any school administrator.  Evaluation 
procedures for infants and toddlers (birth to age 3) are provided by the Cameron/Elk (CE) Early 
Intervention Services.  CE Early Intervention services (814.772.8111) may be contacted for a 
schedule of screening dates and times as they occur throughout the year.  The Seneca 
Highlands Intermediate Unit Nine handles screening and evaluation procedures for children of 
age three to school age.   Developmental screenings are also held at the local family 
center(s).  The Intermediate Unit’s Early Intervention Office (814.887.5512) may be contacted 
for a schedule of screening dates, times, and locations as they occur throughout the year. 
 
School – Aged Screening Procedures 
Upon kindergarten enrollment, Kindergarten screenings are offered to the parents of the 
kindergarten student.  The screening addresses kindergarten readiness skills including, speech 
and language skills and is conducted in the spring of the year prior to the school year of 
admission.  All screening data is reviewed and a summary is provided to the child’s parents and 
appropriate staff.  Screening dates and times are provided at kindergarten registration.  An 
appointment may also be scheduled by contacting the Elementary Office at 
814.776.2176.  Kindergarten screenings are also offered to students that enroll after the spring 
screenings are held. An appointment can be scheduled by contacting the elementary office at 
814-776-2176. 
 
All kindergarten students are provided a speech/language screening in the spring of the year, 
which proceeds the first day of school.  Those students identified as having delays are again 
screened within the first two weeks of school. In addition, first grade students are provided a 
speech/language screening within the first two weeks of school.  Any concerns are shared with 
classroom teachers and/or parents in order for the child’s progress to be monitored prior to 
consideration for follow-up assessments.   
 
The FSG Elementary School conducts pre-referral screenings as part of grade level data team 
meetings.  At these meetings, at-risk students are identified and instructional interventions are 
put into place via a Response to Instruction and Intervention (RtII) Model.   It is during these 
meetings that potential candidates for gifted screenings are also identified.  The student’s 
response to the interventions will determine if there is a need for an in-depth evaluation.        
 
At the Middle and High School, referrals are processed through grade level data team meetings. 
A parent or staff member may initiate this process by completing a referral form or contacting 
the middle or high school guidance counselor, school nurse, or principal. Data is collected and 
analyzed by the team to meet the student’s specific needs or refer the student for further 
evaluation.  
 



The district provides for the development and continual analysis of student data as a screening 
procedure.  Such data may include:  written work by students; other demonstrations or 
performances by students related to specific standards; diagnostic assessments; and other 
measures, as appropriate, which may include standardized tests.  Data is available to parents at 
conferences or by appointment.        
 


