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Go be creative. Go open 
doors. Go be awesome! 
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A	  world	  of	  opportunity	  in	  your	  own	  backyard	  
Clarence	  	   Lowden	   Mechanicsville	   Stanwood	  

Important	  Dates	  

12/12	  

12/19	  

12/23-‐1/2	  

KCO	  Meeting	  

6:30	  PM	  (Jr./Sr.	  High	  Café)	  

Winter	  Break	  

No	  School	  

1	  

School	  Board	  Meeting	  	  

6:00	  PM	  (Jr./Sr.	  High	  
Conference	  Room)	  

New Board Member 

We are adding a new board member to our board of 
education and couldn't be happier about all of her ideas and 
experience she brings. Joining the board is Jen VanOort of 
Clarence. She was appointed to the district three seat. 

Iowa No. 1 in Graduation Rates Again 
Iowa once again leads the nation in high school graduation 
rates. Statewide, 90.8 percent of seniors graduated within four 
years during the 2014-15 school year. The rate inched up 
from the previous year, in which 90.5 percent graduated on 
time.  The graduation rate comes from a report by the U.S. 
Department of Education, which shows that the nationwide 
graduation rate is at an all-time high of 83.2 percent, up from 
82.3 percent from the year before.  We are proud and 
celebrate the fact that North Cedar High School helps lead the 
state with a 94.5 percent rate. 
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Dubuque Symphony 

Our third grade students were able to 
visit the Dubuque Symphony. They had 
a great trip and an even better 
experience! 

	  

Lowden Elementary PBIS Winners 

Lowden Elementary celebrated their PBIS winners on Friday, October 28. They 
were honored for showing respect in their classroom and being a good friend. 
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NC Students Proud of Their 
Veterans By Jacob Jensen 

Numerous communities around 
the United States honored their veterans 
on Friday, November 14. The communities that make up North Cedar schools were no different. North Cedar’s 
National Honor Society hosted the annual Veteran’s Day Assembly at Clarence in the junior/senior high gym. 
There are five military branches: Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Marines. North Cedar student body was 
fortunate to have all five branches represented, and it was a great opportunity for students to see and meet the 
veterans who served for their freedoms. 

The program began with Boy Scouts Milo Easterly and Jamieson Jones carrying in the United States and 
Iowa flags. Grace Proesch then led the assembly with the Pledge of Allegiance. Each NHS member spoke about 
the history and ceremony of Veteran’s Day. Other junior and senior high students who helped with the program 
were the high school choir that sang the National Anthem, the junior high band that played the Service Branch 
Medley, and the Chamber choir who sang part of the Armed Forces March. 

Chad Flory, a former Sergeant E5 in the US Army, was the guest speaker. After Flory spoke, high school 
trumpet players Pavin Esbaum, Ethan St. John, Toby Hollis, and Makayla Schluter played Taps. Following the 
assembly, NHS students served approximately 50 veterans and their families a lunch in the Debbie Harms 
Theater. 

A Heartbreaking Volleyball Season By Darby Hawtrey 
The Knights volleyball season came to a devastating end in the sub state regional final match against Mediapolis. 

In the first match, the Knights started out slow losing 25-20 but came back in the second game, winning 25-21. Mediapolis 
took the last two matches 25-23 and 25-16. In the final set, the Knights let down their guard, allowing Mediapolis to grasp 
the set very handily. The Knights had 44 kills in all. Darby Hawtrey, leading with 10, 99 digs total; Taylor Kress, leading 
with 30, and there were 14 blocks. The leader in that was Darian Gray with five. "There wasn’t really anything more they 
could have done to prepare better," claims Coach Smith, "the girls couldn’t adjust on the fly, and that was needed. The 
film we had didn’t show how well the Mediapolis girls were capable of playing." The girls may not have won the game, but 
they surely gave it their all as they did in every game this 2016 season. The girls were extremely upset on how the season 
ended but still realized how well their season actually did go. The Knights went 34-6, which is the second best record 
North Cedar has had since 1997 when they were 33-3. 

 
The most exciting parts of the season, "was definitely winning the 

Mount Vernon tournament, beating the Mustangs twice in one day, and 
also winning the River Valley Conference tournament," declared Coach 
Smith. 

The Knights beat Monticello, Tipton, and Wilton to grasp the 
tournament victory over the whole conference. They were also the north 
side of the conference champions as well and won the North Cedar Invite, 
Springville, and Dewitt tournaments. The Knights were very successful this 
season with only six losses to very good teams with only a few points 
difference in most matches. 

The Knights are already looking ahead to next season. They will 
come back with the same fire they had this season and try to make it to 
state as they strived for this season.  
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A	  Message	  from	  the	  
Superintendent	  

	  
Sincerely,	  
Mark	  Dohmen	  
Superintendent	  of	  North	  Cedar	  Community	  Schools	  

Contact	  Us	  

Thank	  you	  for	  reading	  the	  Knight	  News!	  	  We	  
appreciate	  your	  interest	  in	  our	  schools!	  	  My	  door	  
is	  open	  to	  you,	  whether	  you	  are	  already	  a	  
member	  of	  our	  supportive	  community	  of	  
students,	  teachers,	  parents	  and	  community	  
members,	  or	  if	  you	  are	  looking	  to	  become	  a	  part	  
of	  this	  community.	  	  If	  you	  have	  any	  questions,	  
please	  feel	  free	  to	  stop	  by!	  


