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Mark Dohmen, Superintendent Report 
With the new year I want to take a moment to talk to you about two gifts that are part of 
being a school community.  The first gift is involvement.  Gifts of involvement might 
include offers to organize and support classroom parties throughout the year, help 
chaperone a field trip, assist in hosting a bookfair, and read to students.  I want to thank 
all of these volunteers, current and future, for the support and difference they make at 
North Cedar. 

The second gift is engagement.  Gifts of involvement have great value; however, 
engagement results in even larger increases in student achievement, better student 

behavior, and stronger social skills for our 
students.  Five drivers yield higher engagement 
with schools.  These are leadership, academic 
standards, school environment, personalized 
learning, and communication and involvement. 
As a district, we have initiatives and plans in place 
to support all five of these drivers.  Please feel 
free to stop by or call anytime to talk about these 
and get even more engaged in the celebration of 
being a Knight. 
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Mary Bendixen, JR/SR High Principal 
 
Ms. Brittany Potts has accepted the Spanish position and began working for us on 
January 3rd. She is spending the first two weeks helping students finish their online 
coursework through Kirkwood and prepare for the final exam. Once second semester 
starts, she will take over and teach a traditional Spanish class. We’re very excited to 
welcome Ms. Potts to the North Cedar staff.  
 
We’ve had some preliminary conversations about course offerings for next year. The 
English department is laying out a plan to offer various course sequence options to 
students. We’ve also discussed at length the Prep English course and how we can 
change/improve that class. The CTE Department is interested in making Personal 
Finance a requirement for all students. We also are looking at adjustments to course 
offerings in the Ag program.  
 
We’re considering ideas for how to change/improve our Alternative School program. 
Ideas include bringing those students back to the main building, extending to a full day 
so students can schedule coursework during either the morning or afternoon, and 
adding a work experience component.  

Jenny Horman, Elementary Principal 
Starting in January, the elementary will begin offering 
Social Academic Instructional Groups (SAIG) groups. 
These groups will focus on three different areas; 
attendance, classroom survival, and emotional 
management.   Students who are not responding to PBIS 
Tier 1 will be nominated to participate in these groups.  A 
facilitator will meet with up to 6 students 2-3 times a week 
in a small group setting.  During this time, the facilitator 
will teach lessons geared towards attendance, classroom 
survival and/or emotional management.  
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Our Mission 

The mission of North Cedar Community School District, in partnership with its community, is to 
ensure a safe and caring environment for each student, providing the essential knowledge, 
values, skills, and attitudes to create lifelong learners who are responsible, contributing, and 
productive citizens in a changing and increasingly diverse world. 

 

 

 


